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Keep the anti-war protests going ! 
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Letter 

Tom King M? 

Minister cf Defence, 

Whifehdl 
London SWI 

Dear Mr King, 

Authoritahve reporfs sfofe thof bombs 
eqivolent in destructìve power to ot lecst 
16 Hroshimo bombs wiH hove _been 
dropped on ìroq b the frsf 16 doys, There 
hos been nclhing like this sccle of 
destruchon in humon history. Even trie 
militory admit thot ot lecsf 20Z of their 
bombs miss their 'militcry torgefs' which 
include posf cffices, oower stohons, 
polihcal porty officcs ond virtually the 
whoie cf iroq's industry ond 
communicafions. No bombordmenf in this 
scale. however corefully torgets ore 
selected, con fail fc kiB and maim 
hundreds and thousands of oeople ond to 
destroy o whole nahon's infrostructure. If 
is only a motter cf time before epidemics 
breok cuf omong starv'mg pecole, 
deprived of power, water. shelter. 
medicol aid. 

This may be punishinc Saddom buf the 
tm » b«a pdd by Soddo-'s vidims. 
the pecple or Ircq. cnd if is crechng c 
wcsfelond thof if will toke decodes to 
rebuild. I find it hord to believe thaf when 
you commiHed this country to this war you 
cppreciofed the sheer horror cnd 
wickedness cf the crime now being 
ccmmitted by the d$ ond its ollies in Ihe 
nome of the Unifed Nahons. 

Mrs Thotoher demonded the trial of 
Saddcm fcr wcr crimes. Buf if those who 
planned and prepored this riminal wcr, 
ond those who persisf in if when they con 
see whaf it means. deserve to stand in 
the dock olongside him. This is nof c jusf 
wor. for the deg-ee of force beha used 
is totally disproporhonofe ta the injury 
suffered’ No fcHcwsr cf Jesus Chnst, « I 
understond you cre. could endorse this 
holoccusf. 

1 om sending tfiis letfe* to the oress. 

Yours sincerely. 

Molcclm Mc:Ewe r ' 

Wootton Ccurtoncy. Mineheod 

Maloolm MacEwen was Editor of the 
Dailv Worker in the 1940's.Pluto 
Press has just published his life 
story,'The Oreenmg of a Red'. 



STOP THE 
WARNOW 


As people who live and work in Bridgwater, we wish to protest at our 
Government waging war in the Gulf, instead of pursuing other measures to 
justly solve the problems there. 

The scale of this war and the power of the weapons used witl lead_ to 
slaughter and devastation on a massi%'e scale ìn kuwait, Iraq and the 
surrounding countries. Many tens of thousands of servicemen and civilians 
will die. Chemical and nuclear vveapons may be used. If the 0,lfi elds catch 
fire, tlien the whole regi. will be laid waste for years to come, produung 
poverty, famine and possible ecological disaster. 

This war will solve none of the many problems in the Middle East. 
Indeed, as Israel and other states are drawn ìn, the problems will get even 
worse. 

This war is not being fought for freedom, but for oil1 and to maintain US 
contid ofThe region. Iraq is fighting with weapons andr sold by 
weslern companies for huge profus. We must accept responsibihty for the 
vast military stockpiles which have now been unleashed. 

The United Nation’s charter says that war should onjy be £ cclar j;f! 
when all other methods have been exhausted. They were NOT exhausted, 
indeed, they were barely even tried. 

Angie Arnott, Malcolm Aslett, Crispin and Sue Aubrey, June Bassett, 
lohn and Phil Bayley, Andy Bearne, Glen Burrows, Alison Campion, Glen 
Cane Allan Challenger, Dave Chapple, Barry Cooper, G. Custer, Graham 
Dummett, Sue Ellacott, Jan Gannaway, Sue Habgood Gwynn Sue 

Holland Isabel Haggins, Jeff Ham, M. James, Alan Jeffery, Carol Jerram, 
l iz I ee Gilly Lee. Richard l.ee, Jock Mikshik, Gill Moore, Pat Morley, Bob 
Oi mmd Roz* Picczora, Norman Scott, Gail Scoullar, Perry Stephens, Julian 
Tomlin, Pat Tomlin, Cynthia Dawes, Clive Wynn, Irena Wynn, John Taylor, 
Ruih Baker. 

This is issued by the Somerset Campaign Against War in t be Gulf, 
supponed bv Bridgwater and District Trades Council, Sedgemooi Green 
Party and Somerset Community Defence Campaign. 

Messages of support, donations (payable to 
Somerset CAWG .) to: A. C hallenger, 48 Estuary Park, 
Conibwich TA5 2RI. 

Anthem for Doomed Youth 

m§mÈss 

Bridgwster Mercury,January 22nd,199T« 
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FflLKLANDS 198Z - KUUIAIT1991 


We asked Stuart Croskell, from Chilton Polden, who 
fought in the Falklands War to write about 

his feelings then and now, as anoiher more terrible 
war begins in the Gulf. 


And then do you know what happened? 

Well.~there s various bereaved, miserable persons 
haunting and hanging around, dilying and daiying, not 
really knowing what to do, all recent members of the 
Profound Sense of Loss Club, attending numerous 
churchyards, cemetr'ies, war memorials - whatever 
vaguely sanctified area takes yoi r fancy — and all unable 
to expiate their grief in any manner, not having their loved 
one's body rowards which tfiey cun chunnel their hurr. And 
there s limbless, bRnd, disfigured and/or insane, strange, 
bbbby, plasticy talcmg things that mimic Homo Sapiens, are 
denied the love of women/men and wonder why advanced 
surgery is not more advanced; these heroes shambling and 
shifting and shitting and vomiting and duttermg up England s 
green and pleasanr land, and rhe National Health can t 
really cope. Not really. 

And the relatively unscathed who return m one piece: 
|'m u professionaL it's my job, what l'm paid to do, but 
even so, even so, I don t sleep too wet con t seem to get 
the sand out of the foreskin, the retma registers thmgs that 
aren't really there, marriage is on the dunes, ha, and it 
transpires f'm unemployable, and weB, you know. And 
there's a thousand tragic stories and n thousand tragic 
fanmTies and not enough documenrary crews or peuk 


viewing hours to go round. Close up of shakmg, nicotine 
stamed fingers; camera slow pans to photograph on 
mantlep'iece of young, uniformed, half formed, inanely 
smiSng son/husband/father, dissolve into medkm shot, red- 
eyed, soul dead, hope abandoned daughrer/wife/mother; 

'it's a bit hack, a bit cornbal cliched, but it happens, 'is 
happening. Interviewer looks on, the epitome of empathy, 
he understnds, God does he imderstand, saddened, world 
weary wise beyond his years but he stiU can t hide a 
surreptitious glanc^ at his watch from the the mterviewee. 
Train to catch. Life to Ifve. I can leave th'is room, this pam. 
Thank God. Rights have been sold to Wamer Bros but Fox 
put in a pretty close bid. Correspondents That Were There 
out manoeuvre each other to obtain the best contract with 
the best coffee table piilishing house. The BBC are to 
release the Official Video soon. There's a spate of poetry, 
feverish script writing, but it s al second rate, cruppy srufn 
nevertheless all this 'mput represents a movement, a force 
of creativity that witì eventually tum mto The Package. 

Then neady wropped, stowed away, to be brought out 
now ar.d again, to be sniffed at, pissed on, the occasional 
mvestigative type raismg the odd injustice here and there, 
now and aguin; the obligatory, ostensibly startlmg military 
expose — of awe-'nspiring incompetence, naff tactics, 
strategy, etc. Then put it away. Brought out again. Then 
put away. A Thorn, yes, but under control. I counted them 
□II out; sod all seemed to come back though. Funny that. 
People seem surprised when combatants fives are lost m a 
war, especially our combatants, Our Boys. 

So raise a salute to the Pump of the Unknown Petrol 
Attendant. Somebody must know what this is all about. 



GOTCHA 



“ MEMBERS of a Labour 
club last night voted to 
ban their local MP because 
she voted against Britain 
entering the Gulf war. 

Mrs Audrey Wise, MP for 
f’reston, was one of 34 
Labour MPs who opposed 
military action in a Com- 
mons vote. Mr Stan Bai;ker, 
vice-chairman of the Ingol 
Labour Club in Preston, 
said: “We are so disgusted 
we have ripped up her mem- 



‘And London radio 
station Jazz FM sacked DJ 
Gilles Peterson for telling 
listeners there was a peace 
march at the same time as 
his show. ’ 
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TELLING THE TRUTH flBOUT UlflR 



The blatant falsehoods of our 
right-wing gutter press. which 
sport Union Jacks for 'our boys', 
as if war is just another world- 
cup. knock-out tournament. 
demand a reply. 

For Ihe record. ! hove been involvec 
with CND ond ìhe pecce movement ct 
voricus levels IcurrenHy noHonal council 
member cnd bcol co-ordrotorl for Ihe 
post 35 yeors. cnd i spent much time 
’under attocK’ in the bst worb wor, Apcrt 
from the Ccmbs and horrendous doily pbne 
sorties. cur hcuse was ^issed by 3"ly 50 
metres from a crosning Spitfire wiiere, 
from omongst the eventuol r-emoms, we 
retvrned Ihe decd pSot's hsr,b ts the locd 
hospital. 

Protesting for peoce and ccarst the 
immoraSty of wars and the mtemalicnal 
orms trade has never been a ’gimmick' or 
on easy armchoir oprion. Scme of my 
comrades are at the Intematìonal Peace 
comp on fhe Soudi-Kuwoit border, between 
the encrmcus opposrg armies. and 1 wish 1 
couid be there in Ihis magnificent stcnd for 
humanity cgoinst the madness of a 
defoeratel 


contr ived and phoney w ar. 

“ -- SUPPORTOURBOrS 


tely eontr ived and phcney w 

I feSS 


ANDPvTTHBFlM 


INYOURWINDOW 


This war is phoney because the JS/IK 
perpetrators of it hcve no oims olher thon 
imperiaSsm, whbh they fraudulenHy disguise 
as stopping Saddam Hussein’s immoral, 
tyronnbol behoviour - even to the extent of 
gerrymandering UH suppcrt and 'AISed' 
milary mtervenrion. As most of us realise. 
the imperblism is simpjy the ccntrued 
control of Mbdfe-East oil by ^JS mlitory 
power, via JS-friendly puppet dictabHships. 

Somewhaf like evil' Norieqa in Panamc 
overstepping the drug-trafncking mork, 
Soddom, prevbusly befnended for his post 
'evife', suddenly hcs to be oss-kbked for 
gelting too big for westem-suppSed ormy 
boots by invadbg US-friendly KJWoit. !f 
only he coiid hove stoyed just ploin 'eviT, 
committing otrocitìes amongst his own 
people - fike Pol Pof. Morcos, Goltìeri, 
Pinochet, the Contros, Verwoerd, Dung 
Chou Ping elc. - he would have been 
ossured' of constonf US supportì l've 
consfetenHy compoigned ogorst Soddom 
Hussein's evil regime for the post 5 yeors!. 


'OVER THE TOP' 

® When the Army wants a hard, 
street-fighting soldier they ask for a 
Scottish regiment. When they want 
a battle-winning one they call up 
the Royal Scots. 

All the sophisticated weaponry 
Britain has shipped to the Gulf may 
wound Saddam, but it will be the 
oldest infantry regiment in the land 
who will finish him off. 

For ultimately this will be a 
trench war and the Royal Scots are 
ultimate trench warriors. 

As proud of their regimental 
history as of their aggression, they 
style themselves Pontius Pilot’s 
bodyguards. If they had been 
around to guard him, so the story 
goes, Jesus would never have Risen 
from the Sepulchre. 

Their distinguished service down 
the years is legendary and the 
mechanical first battalion here are 
aiming to prove it in the desert. 

Before we left, Colonel Ian 
Johnston said: “The Jocks are 
unstoppable. I want them in among 
the trenches killing Iraqis in a big 
way. I want them to get used to the 
idea of stabbing and shooting — 
that is what the Jocks do.” 

After the massive movement of 
men and machines the troops are in 
place, the training complete and 
supply lines secure. Now we await 
nothing more that the signal for 
battle. 


BANuDAD 


Tbe wor wos dsliborcHcy csrhvcd by 
the wcy in which !he sncrmsus US/'JK 
■^itary buid-up went from Desert Shieb, 
tc Sword. to Storm, as an unbefievobly co- 
incbentcl transference of redundont armed 
forces from the dissolved EashWest Cob 
War to the next strotegbolty vitol Iheatre 
fcr western domiratìcn, withcut as much 
as o whisoer of consultotìon with the US or 
Britfeh peopfe. It wos on _ arms’ 

mcnufacturers' porodise. They reolised thot 
most of us support 'defence’, but would 
hcve te be thcrcughly brcr-wcshed inte 

highly ccsHy ‘offensive' operatìons, 

thcusonds of miles from home. Dbn't_ it 
seem odd how the wor optìon 
surreptìtiously downed. not only te beccme 
US/IK mevitebfe'. but 

cfeo te jcojme ìhe ùc»r ùhù only ùpnon 
fcr Soadam? How convenient then the lock 
ot reoi ciscourcgement for the 'roqi 

incursbn rte Kuwoitì 

To condude with a oositìve pecce 

messoge ta our decr ones cnd other 
numon beings r he Gulf: te best prolect 
yourselves out there, ond ourselves bock 
nome, get Ihe whole wcrb te demond an 
immediote, unconditìonal ceose-fre ond re- 
ooening of peace negoriatìons !vra UN cr 
Arab "natìons! before ttie whclesofe 
comoge of the bnd offensive sterts! 

it is 'peaceful settìement' not wor which 
must be Ihe haHmork of any new-age UN 
sofidarijy. if it is ta trulv produce a new 
worla judidal system and 'pofice force'^ for 
the bnq-temi fuhire. Also is the 'war 
machine’ of the worb, and its western-fed, 
immoral arms trade, whbh m.ut be 
systematìcaBy dismanHed.NGT JUST the 
mHitary might of Soddam Hussein. A good 
stert for the LN is Ihe adoptìon of o 
comprehe , 'sive teshban teeaty for nuclear 
weapons and the dcsely rsbted ncn- 
profiferatìon agreement. These trectìes are 
up for re-negotìatìon right now and Ihe 
US/UK must not contìnue ta bbck them for 
militnrbtìc devebpment purposes. There is 
stìfl c chcnce thot the world's expeded 
’peoce dividend' resulrinq from Ihe 
dfeoppeornace of the Cob Wor can sril be 
solvoged from the wreckoge of the Gulf 
j Wor. 


Sick ^ingoism from the 
Western Daily Press 
January 1991. 


AlAN debenham 

Taunton Green Party 
CND National Council 








IVAR KILLS ALL LIFE! 



mrm nm 

m i nu.mi toimrn 

ammimt 
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Politìcians woridwide are not yet 
used to assessing the global and 
environmental repercussions of their 
policies and likely actions. 

Therefore there has been little 

publicity given to the impact of 
hostìlitìess in the Gulf on the 
ecology of the immediate area and 
the wider region. 

Scientists' projections and 
computer models point to the long - 
term damage to the environment and 
climate of the region and the 

probability of thousands of millions 
of deaths as a result. 


CPWE AGAMST THE PLANET 

ì is a decision of brealhJaking ignoronce 
and ncrrow polilicd expediency to use force 
to oust Sadoom Hussein ralher Ihtn to focus 
poiilicd will on conlinuing wilh sandions and 
Ihe delerminalion to find a settlement Ihrou^i 
negolialion. The repercussions of force 
would mean a higher dedh toll outside Ihe 
Ihedre of war and damage, irreversible in 
our lifelime, to Ihe earlh’s environmenL Such 
a wtff would surely conslilute a crime againsl 
Ihe plcnel of far greater proporlions Ihcn ihe 
crime of Soddom Hussem’s which provided 
Ihe reason for war in Ihe firsl pince. The 
concepl of crime ogansl Ihe planel is 
beginning to permeote Ihe Itvnking of 
internolional orgonisolions ond legislalures, il 
is an idea which urgenlly neeas to find 
expression in polilicd Ihinking. 


EMVIROMMEHTAL COHSEQlBiCES 

So just whal tre Ihe environmentol 
consequences of an escddion of hoslilities in 
Ihe Gulf? Firsl Ihere is Ihe Ihrecf to Ihe 
ecology of ihe immedate area. Massive tonks 
manoeuvring ocross Ihe deserl run Ihe risk 
of bursling open oii pipeiines which form a 
nelwork xrcss Kuwoil, pumping oil d 
pressure. Spillage, ciporl from posing m 
immense pollulion problem to dear, could 
seriously ckynaqe Ihe deserl environmenl and 
ils complexly adcpted iife^orms. 

Over Ihe lasl K) yems Ihe Iraqs hov& 
deveioped an inlricde river barraqe system 
lo dleviate spt ing fluoinu uii Ine Luw« 
Mesopotamian f’ldn. & ihese dcns are 
oltocked Ihe impad on farming will be 
disoslrous. The unchanndled floodv/ater 
would cmry off vduciie topsoii. This ferliie 
ayicullurd region would foce severe pollulion 
from peslicides, sewage md agrochemicds, 
efidanq&'inq Ihe livdihood of IhiOusands. 
RELEASE OF PATHOGEMS 

The bombing of slrategc chemicd planls 
where disciling agenls such as tear gos and 
nerve gas cre held wouid be a risk to dl 
forms of life. Of parliculor concern is Ihe Irag 
capadly to proouce hydrogen cyanide and 
cyanogen chlorine.Ilis very dormingif Ihere 
are stocks of Ihe British invenlion vX which 
is shrouded in secrecy. Littfe is known of ils 
properlies offiddly, except Ihiul il is hic^y 
persistenl ond deadly. If insldldions storing or 
maiufocturing such goses ore fcofnbed, lelhd 
,r ina pdhoqens will be released 


.into Ihe dmosphere. 


Tlf 


lf Iroq’s experimenld nuclea reoctors are 
hil Ihe region will Ihen have to ded wilh Ihe 
nofcrious consequences of melldown. 

Anolher yave doiger is Ihe impacl of luel- 
atr explosions - technoloqy destgied lo deor 
kaq’s minefields. Their effed is reported to be 
more deslrudive Ihan anything yel seen 
jtolside otomic warfcre. 

FALUREOF MOHSOONb 

)n ciì urlide releused in udvonce uf ils 
publicdion in Ihe ianuary '91 edlion of Ihe 
rslilute of Chemicd Engneers Environmenid 
Proteclion Bullelin, Dr JoKn Cox warns of Ihe 
cnlretrnphic consequences which could resull 
frum Ihe burning or Irad oil wells. The pdl of 
sooly smoke tìe says could be re greol re 
predicted by nudeor wor scenarios and, 
almosl wilhoul exceplion, Ihese predict falure 
of Ihe c»ian monsoons”. As more Ihre KXX) 
millior. people rely on Ihe monsoon rans for 
Iheir crops, if ttw arrival was delayed lhe,*. 
dealh toll from storvalion would be greder 
Ihon Ihe combined populdions of Kuwal, raq 
and Saudi Arubiu. 

OZONE DEPLETIOH 

Then Ihere is the iikeiihood ol toe crealion 
cf an ozone hole from Ihe unoonlrolled 
burning nf ml. Ihe prnbctìe rote nf prog-ess 
in arresting oil well fires wilh dl fiie fidtiws 
mobilised aid o cessalion of conflid inacctes 
it may Idce up to 10 months to pul ihem out. 
As long os 3 yeors d Ihe rde of one a day. 
This scde of ozone deplelion is devostahng 
fiif ùliiìluid uiimol life. wilhoul Ihe protedion 
of ozone, ullra violef lighl rexhes ecrlh m 
umuunts ihd would endonger mrey lifirfurms 
and severdy increose toe inadencc ol cancer, 
cdarads and olher medcd condilions. 

polilicians would dlow Ihemselves to 
take in Ihe enormily of Ihe polenlid 
environmenld effeds of a Gulf Wor, Ihey 
would surely ocknowledge Ihd Ihe only sone 
way forward is a non-military solulion to Ihe 
Gulf crisis for Ihe sake of Ihe plcret and all 
of ils people. 


CAROL CARNALL 
GREEN PARTY PROSPECTIVE 
PARLIAMENTARY CAHDOATE, WELLS 
€ COMSTTTUEMCY 


The Green Parly hos consistenliy opposed 
wor in Ihe Gulf as unjuslifid)le, unnecessary 
crd unwinnable 


Carol Carnall Livea in Glaatonbury 


tt=i flnt.i War Demon3tration 
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Thè foiiowing ioftor was wrjrten f 0 
fhe Secrefary of Canningfon & 
Combwich Lobour Party (Bridgwoter 
CLP) on the outbreak of war in fhe 
Gulf. Allan Challenger is a member 
of CND, Treasurer of Bridgwater 
APTU, Presidenf of Bridgwoter 
Trades Union Council and a member 
of the Somerset Campaign Againsf 
War in the Gulf 

Dear Dove, 

I am wriling fo submit my resignolion from 
Ihe Labour Parly, 

Labours supporlfer wor in Ihe Gulf is of 
course Ihe preci'pilnling foclor, bul in reofify 
only Ihe find slraw. 

You will be owore I have been 
unhoppy oboul Ihe diredion fdcen by Ihe 
leodership of Ihe Lobour Parly in recenl 
years, at bolh nofionol and locd level. 

Ifs ulter foi'lure lo supporl people who 
hove been forced lo battte for Ihei'r jobs and 
commumfies hos been so shocking: from Ihe 
miners’ slrike lo Ihe Poll Tox, Ihe slory hos 
been Ihe some. This i$ no sour grapes Ihd 
Ihings arent what Td like Ihem lo be; il is a 
realisofion Ihaf Ihe slruclures of Ihe Pcrly ore 
so deeply conservolive aid hosfi'le to chmge, 
ideos, odivily. 

On every vitol issue fte Pcrly obondons 
ils supposed princi'ples in fovour of supporl 
for fhe stofe. The mosl ludbrous example of 
Ihis has been ils refusol to build opposilion to 
Ihe poll tax, on Ihe objedive posilion of Ihe 
majorily of Labour’s ndurd consli'luency, 
working people md Ihe poor. Instead of 
recognising Ihe obvious, Ihot people could nol 
afford to poy and Iherefore help Ihem 
organise to defend Ihemsleves, Ihe Pcrly 
oiiered to Ihe niceties of copitalisl legdily 
and obondoned Ihem to the courls oid ba'liffs. 

I shouldnt be surprised by Iris: Ite hi'story 
of Ihe Lobour Pcrly is ht il knows no olher 
woy. II wos Ihe some Labour Porly in Ihe 
30s Ihot refijsed to suppcrt Ihe compciyia of 
Ihe unemployed and IhoI expelled members for 
Irying to build a united fronl agdnst fosa'sm in 
Europe; 


gulf crisis in the 





t'BU 


Bradley House 
68 Coombe Road 
Kingston upon Thames 
Surrey KT2 7AE 
(081-541 1765) 


The Fire Brigades Union 

The Fire Brigades Union 
sends New Year 
Greetings to all working 
for peace and progress 
in 1991 

Stop War in the Gulf 


Stan Fitzsimmons 

President 


Ken Cameron 

General Secretary 


Re e 10 " 6f the PBU is 
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WORKERS IN TURKEY SAY 
NOTO WAR! 
SUPPORT STRIKERS ! 


The Turkish govemment is one of the biggest supporters of US policy in the Middle East. 
There are many US bases in Turkey and aU the US nuclear weapons in the Middle East are 
stored there. The Turkish govemment is enthusiastically pro-war. Turkish workers, however, 
are fighting back and demanding "No To War". 

48,000 miners in Zonguldak struck on lst December in the biggest all out industrial action in 
Turkey since the military coup in 1980. There have been daily massive demonstrations in 
Zonguldak. 6,000 women took to the streets. Shops in Zonguldak were closed for two days in 
solidarity and parents did not send their children to school for three days to show their 
support. The Govemment is threatening pit closures and has brought tens of thousands of 
soldiers and police to the region from other provinces. 

120,000 engineering workers have now also gone on strike, and on January 3rd 19^1. 1.5 
million workers went on a one day General Strike. The Turkish Govemment has used th^ 
danger of the Gulf War as an excuse for banning the strikes, but workers have ignored the 
bans and made "No To War " one of their main slogans. 

On January 4th 80,000 miners, miners’ wives and supporters set out to march the 150 miles 
from Zonguldak, a mining area on the Black Sea coast of Turkey, to Ankara the capital. On 
January 6th they were stopped by barricades and tanks set up by troops and police after 
getting a third of the way to Ankara. 326 miners were arrested. The miners have now 
marched back to Zonguldak, but their strike continues. And millions of other workers in 
Turkey are due to strike soon. All of these workers face the prospect of their strikes being 
banned, with the Gulf War being used as the excuse. 

Halil Elibash, a miner at the Kozlu pit said: " I have worked here for 18 years. I eam 400,000 
lira (£70) a month. When I went to register two of my children for school, I found that the 
school books for one of them would cost 120,000 lira. The school books for two of my children 
will cost me half my monthly wage. What are we supposed to eat this winter?" 

In Turkey the official rate of inflation is 55%, the true rate is probably closer to 80%. An 
average worker has to work half an hour to eam the price of a loaf of bread, 7 hours to earn 
the price of a kilo of meat and 800 hours to earn the price of a refrigerator! Since the miltary 
coup in 1980, the share of wages in the national income has fallen from 43% to 17.4%. 

These new workers’ actions represent an important new beginning of the workers movement 
in Turkey after the defeats imposed by the military coup in 1980. The miners are saying ' a 
victory for us will be a victory for all". Their opposition to the war, in a country so close to the 
conflict, means that our struggle is linked to theirs. The miners need money and solidarity to 
keep up their struggle. A committee has been set up in London to build solidarity between 
British workers and striking miners in Turkey and to collect money to support their struggle. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Will your trade union branch, shop stewards committee or other trade union body sponsor 
this committee? Can you pass the following resolution:- 

"This trade union branch/shop stewards committee supports the strike of the miners in 
Turkey for a decent living wage, in defence of their jobs and for the right to strike, 
against war and for political freedom. We agree to sponsor the Solidarity Committee 
with The Striking Miners - Turkey and to donate .. , to hold regular workplace 
collections and to invite a speaker from the Solidarity Committee." 

Send copies of the resolution to the Solidarity Committee at the above address and to the 
Union, Genel Maden I?, Sendikasi, Zonguldak, TURKEY. If you have access to a fax machine, 
the number is 010 90 381 366 35. 

Send donations to:- 
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Letter 


Dear Comrades, 

I would liks lc ccmmenf on Bricn 
Smedley's orticle on Ihe Gulf Crisis. 
Afthough I ogree wàh Ihe overol 
senlimenls of Ihe artìcle. I am of odds wifh 
his crilicisms of Ihe for left's oltilude 
lowords Ihe crisis. 

He hakes an answer lo a porliculor 
question: Le. 'ln Ihe evenf of wor do we 
wont on American victory or defeal?* 
Ihen wilh deliberole ombiguily impfes Ihaf 
Ihis is o generolised principle. To soy Ihof 
somehow we supporf Soddom Hussein 
ond oll Ihe crimes he hos commilted 
ogoinst Ihe Iroqi ond Kurdish peoples is 
patenHy unlrue and very insulHng. 

Whof we wonf is ror Soddam Hussein 
lo be overlhrown by Ihe Iroqi ond Kurdish 
working chss ond for oll Ihe inlemolionol 
working cbss lo do Ihe some in Iheir own 
counlries. Buf in Ihe scenorio of o Gulf 
Wor we come back agoin fo Ihe quesfion: 
on Americon vicfory or defeol? We musf 
onswer 'on Americon defeof, and if Ihof 
meons miiilory supporf for Ihe Iroqi ormy 
Ihen Ihol support shculd be forlhcoming. 

Brion Smedley ovoids Ihis queslion 
ond insleod pufs forword on abslrocf 
noHon of 'an inhernaHonal soluHon' which 
of course meons fhe UN. Ifs ironic Ihaf in 
seeking lo ovoid supporHnq nosly old 
Soddam Hussein Brbn Smealey ends up 
looking lo Ihe world club cf Ihe capitolisf 
cbss/whose sysfem is Ihe roof couse of 
Ihis wor ond every olher bloody sbughfer 
Ihe worb hos perbdicoUy plunged info. 


Solidarity Committee with Striking Miners - Turkey 
c/o Trade Union Support Unit 
Liberty Hall 

LONDON I Ì8 < 4AU d AFFILIATETOTHESOLIDARITYCOMMITTEE! £5 • 
071-241 0943 


Yoirs frolemclly, 

JEFBAXTER 
PLYMOUTH SWP 


When war turns brothers in 


arms into deadly enemies 


WHEN the signal reached 
us that several Iraqi navy 
vessels had been sunk we 
allowed ourselves a 
moment of rejoicing. 

But there were thoughts, 
too, of a more sombre kind. 

When war turns friends into 
deadty enemies, emotions 
become painfully confused. 

Such a problem faced Dun- 
can Skippings, aged 29, a sub- 
lieutenant on board HMS 
Brazen currently in the Gulf. 

He met and befriended two 
Iraqi naval officers in 1987. 

“It’s quite possible they 


By lan McKerron 
on board HMS Brazen 


were on board one of those 
vessels which were sunk,” 
said Sub-Lieutenant 
Skippings, from Melksham in 
Wiltshire. 

He and the two young Iraqis, 
Abdullah and Nagi, trained 
together at the Britannia 
Royal Naval College, Dart- 
mouth. 

“Those two guys had to be 
the most popular foreign 

Western Daily P: 


students at the college,” said 
Sub-Lieutenant Skippings. 

“They made a big effort to 
mix in with the other students 
and were well-liked. 

“I got on especially well with 
Abdullah. 

"Naturally I would be sad- 
dened if I learned that 
Abdullah or Nagi had been 
killed. Saddam Hussein is the 
enemy in this war, not the 
ordinary Iraqi peopie. 

“What I do know is that if I 
ever meet Abdullah again 
when peace has been re- 
stored I would hope we would 
still be friends.” 

ess,January 1991. 


“ Britain sold 300 
military Land-Rovers 
and a large quantity of 
radar equipment to Iraq 
in 1985. In addition 
unknown numbers of 
Iraqi servicemen have 
been trained at Ministry 
of Defence estaWish- 
ments. 

So long as we contirvue 
to operate a poiicy of 
almost indiscriminate 
arms sales, the more 
iikely it is that ourarmed 
forces will find 
themsetves confronted 
in future wars by Brìtish- 
made weapons 
operated by British- 
trahted enemies. ” 

Graham Davey 
Campaign Against Arms 

Trade Bristol Eve. 


Post. 




WORKERS IN TURKEY SAY 
NOTO WAR! 
SUPPORT STRIKERS ! 


The Turkish govemment is one of the biggest supporters of US policy in the Middle East. 
Thcre are many US bases in Turkey and afl the US nuclear weapons in the Middle East are 
stored there. The Turkish govemment is enthusiastically pro-war. Turkish workers, however. 
are fighting back and demanding "No To War". 

48,000 miners in Zonguldak struck on lst December in the biggest all out industrial action in 
Turkey since the military coup in 1980. There have been daily massive demonstrations in 
Zonguldak. 6,000 women took to the streets. Shops in Zonguldak were closed for two days in 
soliaarity and parents did not send their children to scnool for three days to show their 
support. The Govemment is threatening pit closures and has brought tens of thousands of 
soldiers and police to the region from other provinces. 

120,000 engineering workers have now also gone on strike, and on January 3rd 19S&, 1.5 
million workers went on a one day General Strike. The Turkish Govemment has used th^ 
danger of the Gulf War as an excuse for banning the strikes, but workers have ignored the 
bans and made "No To War" one of their main slogans. 

On January 4th 80,000 miners, miners’ wives and supporters set out to march the 150 miles 
from Zonguldak, a mining area on the Black Sea coast of Turkey, to Ankara the capital. On 
January 6th they were stopped by barricades and tanks set up by troops and police after 
getting a third of the way to Ankara. 326 miners were arrested. The miners have now 
marched back to Zonguldak, but their strike continues. And millions of other workers in 
Turkey are due to strike soon. All of these workers face the prospect of their strikes being 
banned, with the Gulf War being used as the excuse. 

Halil Elibash, a miner at the Kozlu pit said: " I have worked here for 18 years. I eam 400,000 
lira (£70) a month. When I went to register two of my children for school, I found that the 
school books for one of them would cost 120,000 lira. The school books for two of my children 
will cost me half my monthly wage. What are we supposed to eat this winter?" 

In Turkey the official rate of inflation is 55%, the true rate is probably closer to 80%. An 
average worker has to work half an hour to eam the price of a loaf of bread, 7 hours to earn 
the price of a kilo of meat and 800 hours to earn the price of a refrigerator! Since the miltary 
coup in 1980, the share of wages in the national income has fallen from 43% to 17.4%. 

These new workers’ actions represent an important new beginning of the workers movement 
in Turkey after the defeats imposed by the military coup in 1980. The miners are saying ' a 
victory for us will be a victory tor all". Their opposition to the war, in a country so close to the 
conflict, means that our struggle is linked to theirs. The miners need money and solidarity to 
keep up their struggle. A committee has been set up in London to build solidarity between 
British workers and striking miners in Turkey and to collect money to support their struggle. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Will your trade union branch, shop stewards committee or other trade union body sponsor 
this committee? Can you pass the following resolution:- 

"This trade union branch/shop stewards committee supports the strike of the miners in 
Turkey for a decent living wage, in defence of their jobs and for the right to strike, 
against war and for political freedom. We agree to sponsor the Solidarity Committee 
with The Striking Miners - Turkey and to donate .. , to hold regular workplace 
collections and to invite a speaker from the Solidarity Committee." 

Send copies of the resolution to the Solidarity Committee at the above address and to the 
Union, Genel Maden I§, Sendikasi, Zonguldak, TURKEY. If you have access to a fax machine, 
the number is 010 90 381 366 35. 

Send donations to:- 
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Letter 

Dear Comrades, 

I wouid lilts te comrrienf on Bricn 
Smedfev's ortìcle on Ihe Gulf Crisis. 
Atthougn I ogree wSh Ihe overal 
sentìmenfs of Ihe ortìcle, I am af odds wifh 
his critìcisms of Ihe far leff's altilude 
fowords the crisis, 

He Inkes an answer lo a porliajlar 
questìon: i.e. 'ln Ihe event of war do we 
wanf on American vicfory or defealT 
Ihen wilh delfcerate ambiguily impSes Ihat 
Ihis is a generolised principle. To say Ihat 
somehow we support Saddom Hussein 
and all Ihe crimes he hos committed 
against Ihe Iraqi and Kurdish peoples is 
patenHy unlrue and very insultìng, 

Whaf we want is ror Saddam Hussein 
to be overthrown by Ihe Iraqi and Kurdish 
working class and for oll Ihe infematìonal 
working doss to do fhe same in Iheir own 
counlries. But in Ihe scenario of a GJ 
War we come bock again to Ihe questìon: 
on American vctory or defeat? We musf 
answer ’an American defeat'. and if Ihot 
means mililnry support for Ihe Iraqi army 
Ihen Ihat support should be forlhcoming. 

Brian Smedley avoids Ihis questìon 
and instead pufcs forward an abslract 
notìon of 'on internatìonal sokitìon' which 
of course means Ihe Ifll. It’s ironic Ihot in 
seeking lo avoid supportìnq nosly old 
Saddam Hussein Brran Smealey ends up 
looking to Ihe world cluo of Ihe copilolist 
cfcss/whose sysfem is Ihe root couse of 
Ihis war and every other bloody sbughter 
the wodd fras pericaically pkmged into. 


Solidarity Committee with Striking Miners - Turkey 
c/o Trade Union Support Unit 
Liberty Hall 

LONDONE8 d 4AU d AFFILIATE TO THE SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE! £5 • 
071-241 0943 


Yoirs frotemolly. 

JEFF BAXTER 
PLYMOUTH SWP 


When war turns brothers in 


fi 


arms into deadly enemies 


WHEN the signal reached 
us that several Iraqi navy 
vessels had been sunk we 
allowed ourselves a 
moment of rejoicing. 

But there were thoughts, 
too, of a more sombre kind. 

When war turns friends into 
deadly enemies, emotions 
become painfully confused. 

Such a problem faced Dun- 
can Skippings, aged 29, a sub- 
lieutenant on ooard HMS 
Brazen currently in the Gulf. 

He met and befriended two 
Iraqi naval officers in 1987. 

“It’s quite posslble they 


By lan McKerron 
on board HMS Brazen 


were on board one of ihose 
vessels which were sunk,” 
said Sub-Lieutenant 
Skippings, from Melksham in 
Wiltshire. 

He and the two young Iraqis, 
Abdullah and Nagi, trained 
together at the Brltannia 
Royal Naval College, Dart- 
mouth. 

“Those two guys had to be 
the most popular foreign 
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students at the college," said 
Sub-Lieutenant Skippings. 

“They made a big effort to 
mlx in with the other students 
and were well-liked. 

“I got on especially well with 
Abdullah. 

"Naturally I would be sad- 
dened if I learned that 
Abdullah or Nagi had been 
killed. Saddam Hussein is the 
enemy in thìs war, not the 
ordinary Iraqi people. 

“What I do know is that If I 
ever meet Abdullah agaln 
when peace has been re- 
stored I would hope we would 
still be friends.” 

ess,January 1991. 
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radar equipment to iraq 
in 1985. In addition 
unknown numbers of 
Iraqi servicemen have 
been trained at Ministry 
of Defence estabiish- 
ments. 

So long as we continue 
to operate a poiicy of 
almost indiscriminate 
arms sales, the more 
likety it is that our armed 
forces will find 
themsetves confronted 
in future wars by British- 
made weapons 
operated by British- 
trahied enemies. ” 

Graham Davey 
Campaign Against Arms 

Trade Bristol Eve. 


Post. 
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UMRINIUESTERN SdHflRfl 



HUNDREDS KILLED 

The Western Sahara Campaign, based 
in London, is currenHy working te bring 
altenhon to the suffering ttiis war has 
coused, Zahro Hosnaoui came te fhe 
Sociolisf Movemenf Conference in Taunton 
lasf year te promote fhe campaign. She 
descnbed the flighf te the refugee camps, 
which are situafed in the mosf inhospitaDle 
areas of fhe Saharon Deserf, in 
temperatures reaching 120 C. Hundreds 
losf fheir lives and many are sHII disobled 
from the bombing attocks. 800 Soharowi 
civifans have been detained since 1975, in 
jails with appaffing condih'ons. Almosf half 
of the detemees are women, and nothing 
has been heard of the babies born te 
them in prison. Zohra teld us of fhe pfighf 
of one her dosesf friends, Enborko Toleb, 
a school headteocher, who was teken 
awoy by the secref police in the presence 
of her doughter in 1976 and has nof been 
heard of since. Her only crime was 
refusing fo be Moroccon. 

f Interested Please Contact 
sstern Sahara Campaign,c/o 
Ldmore,Langley Karsh, 
Lveliscombe,Somerset. 


BRITISH PRORTS 

The glossy holidoy brochures 
odverHsing Morocco ore parHaJarly 
importanf fo King Hossan. He needs the 
revenue from teurists te subsidise the wor 
effort. His army hos builf a 2,000 km long 
waH of sand te keep the Sohorawis ouf, 
and the smaller oaharawi army, the 
Polisario, is engaged in guerila attacks 
olong the woll witn weapons suppfed by 
Algeria. Many of the weopons capHred by 
the Polisarb are made in Britain - fhere is 
no ban on shipping arms to Morocco, so 
the British arms induslry can confriue to 
moke comfortable profits ouf of a war 
which the capitelisf media connives to keep 
'secref'. Af leasf 10,000 Moroccans are 
believed to hove died defending their 
king's interest in the Western Saharo - o 
country rich in mineral deposits such as 
phosphates and a 500 mile coasttine with 
weH-stocked fishing grounds, 


WOMEN'S C0UNCILS 

Now, 165,000 people live in the refuqee 
camps. Af firsf the condiHons were terriole 
- people hod leff their homes with jusf the 
dothes they were wearing. Wnooping 

cough wos rife and meosles epidemic. Af 
one time there were 60 child deoths every 
day. Now fhe situation is very differenf, 
The camps are run by women (the men 
are back from the war for 15 days in 
every two months), and Ihey hove 

ochbved miracles in less than o 

generation. The developmental work hos 

cultivated several hindreds acres of 

desert. Iffiteracy amongsf women was 
virfuaBy I00Z inder Spanbh colonialism, 

now if is almosf non-exisfenf, EducaHon is 
a high priority for Ihe women's councils. 
which abo orgonise food ond health 

suppBes. Creches are provided af cll 

women's schools, which also organise food 
ond healh supplies. 


While the world’s media 
focuses our aftention on the 
Gulf, a 15-year old liberaHon 
struggle is continuing, virtually 
unreported, in the Western 
Sahara. 

If is o country almost the size of Britein, 
siluated in North Wesf Africa. belween 
Morocco and Mauritenb, and a Spanish 
colony until Franco officblly withdrew in 
1975. Instead of the promised 
independence, the Spanish govemment 
hanaed the Western Sahara te Morocco, 
and the country become c vbHm of the 
war between Morocco and Mauritanb, The 
Saharawi people took arms b defence of 
their own counfry's exisfence and the 
counlry was prodaimed a republic in 1976, 
recognised by the United NaHons. In 1979 o 
ìieace agreement was reached with 
jjlairitanb, and tt»e Saharawis continued 
te fight agabsf their Moroccan occupaHon. 
Despife condemnoHon by the UN, Kbg 
Hassan's conscripf armbs used cluster 
bombs, phosphorus and nopalm to drive 
the people infà the desert ond over the 
border mte Southern Algeria, where they 
have been ollowed fo set up refugee 
camps. 


AL MAGHRIB 


Islas Canarias 









BflTH POLL TflX COURT 
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Creches are orovided al al women's 
schools and children's educolion begins of 
Ihree. Women who could nof reod or wrile 
15 yeors ogo now hold polificol discussbns, 
mony of fhem ore fluenl in several 
languoges ond ore sludying universily 
courses. The Weslern Sohoro hos o 
mixlure of Arab and Africon cullures. 
Religbn for Ihe refugees is enfirely o 
mofter of personol choice, and Ihere ore 
no orronged morrioges - Ihe women hove 
ochbvd equolily. They olso receive miilnry 
Iroin'mg, ollhough none ore yef joining Ihe 
men, who go lo fighl 'if Ihey con hold o 
rifle'. Despite Ihe obvbus difficullies of 
refugee accommodoHon Ihe peopte have 
relnmed Iheir dignily ond self-suffbiency, 
Ihey hove a desire lo leom and o Ihirsl 
for freedom. In Zohro's words her 
"counlrv is smoll and hos alwoys disliked 
war. We wonf lo Gve m peoce ond have 
o secure educoHon." 


UN PEACE PLAN REFUSED BY HASSAN 

Brifain is o member of Ihe Uniled 
NaHons Securtfy Council which hos 
unonimously approved a Peoce Pbn. This 
mcludes o relerendum for Ihe Soharowis 
on whelher Ihey wonl mdependence or ta 
be mtegraled mta Morocco. Hosson is nol 
co-operoling ond insisls on leavmg his 
Iroops in Ihe Westem Sohoro. The 
Sohorawis ore hopmg Ihal western 
noHons wiB puf pressure on Hosson ta 
implemenf Ihe Peace Pbn. Lhder Ihe Pbn 
Ihey hove obody refeosed 200 Moroccon 
prisoners as a qoodwil geshre. buf 
Hosson refused ta taxe Ihe men back. 

Unforfunotely if is nof in Ihe interesfs 
of Ihe wesfern naHons ta highSahf Ihe 
Sohorawi HberoHon strujggle. Amnesly 
InternoHonol hos releosetT o reporf on 
humon righfs obuses in Morocco and Ihe 
Ireofmenf of Ihe Sahorowl dismissed os 
'propogonda' by Ihe Moroccon Embossy 
who denied Ihof Ihere was a wor. When 
Americo con hbe behmd Ihe shbld of Ihe 
UN as if altocks Ihe Iroqi people m Ihe 
mteresfs of maintammg o cheop oil supply, 
ond Ihe UN remoms steodfosHy inocHve 
over Ihe mossive injusfice bemg wroughf 
on Ihe pecple of Lifhuanb, Ihere i$ Eìtie 
likelihood Ihof Ihe member counlries wil 
oppose Hosson. Profif from orms sales is 
likely ta be higher on Iheir Bsf of priorifies 
Ihon Ihe plighf of o smol coumlry in Africo, 
however exemplory o socbly Ihe 
refugees hove monaged ta build. 

There is a Sohorowi soying whbh, 
roughly Ironsbted. means: Ihe more help 
we con brrnq ta one onolher, Ihe hoppbr 
we’ll oll be. The people ore livmg m hiope 
of freedom. The help we con bring Ihem 
i$ m roismg Ihe profile of Ihis compoign. 


MARION MANN 


West Somerset CND 
West Somerset NUT 



Bridgwater's anti poll tax union turned 

I attenòed Bath Magisfrates 
Court on 4th December 1990, in 
response to a summons 
conceming refusal to pay the 
Poll Tax. This was the first 
session for Wansdyke non- 
payers and I was number two 
on their list. The first defendant 
managed to sustain fifteen 
minutes of questions regarding 
procedures but the magistrate 
became impatient and imposed a 
liability order. My turn then 
came and I was able to make 
the fdlowing statement: 

'My dispute is wilh Ihe Govemmenf ond 
nof Wansdyke Dislricf Coundl, ta whom I 
hove olwoys pob rates prompliy. under o 
sysfem whch db not penoBse olhers. 

”A penny m hond - resdf hoppmess. A 
penny m debf - resufr misery,” So sob mr 
Micawber m Chorles Dickens' 'David 
Copperffeld'. There are mony on Ihe 
brecdlme who ore hoving ta counf Ihe 
pennbs when Irying ta moke ends meef 
ond who. if forced ta poy, wHi suffer 
further erosbn of an olreody meagre 
standord of fiving. These mckbe Ihe 
jobless, young coupfes, non-eammg 
housewives, one porenf famifies ond Ihe 
etaerly who ore porlbubrly vulnerable. 
Some wSI pay (becouse mey ore tao 
frighfened ta refusel wilh money which 
should hove been spent on fuel and food. 
Mony couta die Ihis year from poorer dbf, 
hypolhermia or bolh. 

Mike Vincent is t 
Somerset Communit 


>ut to protest against the tax in March. A 

The summons concems my obifily ta> 
poy Ihe poH tax. I om unoble ta do so- 
becouse if wouta belroy olhers, by 
endorsmg o bw whbh takes from Ihe poor 
ond gives ta Ihe rbh. 

FmoHy, I recaH on anecdote very 
retevonf to Ihe presenf situaHon. During Ihe 
tafe 1930$, Ihere were Iwo octars named 
Roberls 8> Hore who appecred in mony 
comedies. Hore porirayed o smaU, botamg, 
Hmb. bespectaded specimen of Englisn 
genHfty ond become fomous for o cotah- 
phrase whbh interrupted performonces 
wilh prolonged appbuse. The phrose was 
spoken m o voice of pomed horror 
whenever o diffbult situoHon arose in the 
ptay, ond consisted of jusf Iwo words 
which I wiH Iry ta reproduce ocarotely. 
They were "OH CALAMTY!" Moy I suogesf 
Ihof cobmily is whof Ihe govemment rìove 
brouqhf upon bolh Ihemselves ond Ihe 
BriHsri people, in crealmg Ihis evil tax.” 

The magistrates fetened intenHy, with 
omusemenf of Ihe cnecdote, buf needless 
ta soy, imposed Ihe fiobilily order. 
Wonsdyke Dislrbf CouncH hos chosen 
boififfs os Iheir first move ond I am 
expectmg an unannounced visif during Ihe 
nexf few days ovisifs with no verbal or 
wriften warnmg of oH oppeors to be Iheir 
tatesf stroteqyl. 

i hove lusf reod Ihaf Sheriff's Offbers 
empbyed by Strolhdyde Coimcil hove 
smoshed Iheir way 'rnto Ihe homes of 
Ihree pofi tax non-poyers ond corrbd 
awoy goods for aucttan, 

MIKE VINCENT 

CHEW VALLEY ANTI POLL TAX UNION 

resurer of the 
y Defence Campaign. 
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RESIST SOMERSET'S EDUCflTION CUTS 


RESISTANCE PIECEMEAL & UNCOORDINATED 

Frstìv we musl' leom from whol' hos 
hoppeneo b Ihe posf 4 monlhs. The full 
educolionol rnplicarions of Ihe culs become 
cleor in Ife Seplember ond very quickly 
oppositìon blossomed. Because of Ihe shorf 
rime ovoiloble belween Ihen ond Ihe nexf 
rcund of Educarion budgehmaking ond as 
mosf people were orgomsing from scrafch, 
resisfonce wos of firsf piecemeol and 
uncoordinaled. The Council unbns, who 
could hove used Iheir resources fo bring 
tagelher Ihe vorious school-based groups, 
confined Ihemselves ta plonnmq o 
demonslratìon on November 24th. While o 
demonsfrarion was cleorly necessory, if 
could nof subsritule for orgonisorion and o 
cleor sfrotegy ta win. 

Nor should Ihe unbns escope criricism 
for Iheir foilure ta mobilise members ond 
lock of pubSc compoigning on Ihe issue of 
school meals, despife odvonced worning of 
Ihe council's intenrions regording Ihe 
service. Voluoble weeks were wosted 
whib NUPE officiab neqotìoted culs in 
members' hours and pakf holidoy (for fhe 
second rime in 6 monlhsil so Ihof cafering 
monogemenf could puf o 'sovings pockoge H 
ta o council whbn hod shown nof ìne 
sBghtesf inferesf in onylteng olher Ihon 
compbfe wind-down of Ihe servbe. Nof 
only db Ihe negotìofbns hold ouf Ihe folse 
hope of o compromise ta unbn members, 
they were obo completely Ihe wrong 
starting poinf ta starf ony fighf to sove 
jobs. Only ofter Ihe Torbs predictably 
rejected fhe NUPE/DSO deol wos Ihe 
pcssibility of induslrbl octìon convossed. 

No olher union, to my knowledge, even 
discussed bduslrbl octìon ogonsf cufs 
excepf for Tountan ond Wesf Somersef 
NUT. Here, o coH for one-doy slrike actìon 
on Ihe doy of Ihe November full counci 
meering wos defeoted on Ihe grounds Ihaf 
o slrike would onnoy porenls. If you can 
ever win porenb ta supportìng a 
teachers' slrke surely if is for one agoinsf 
educotìon cub! 


Two large protesf movemenb rocked 
'Tory’ Somersef during 1990. Firstìy, onger 
af Ihe inlroducrion of Ihe Poll Tox led to 
Ihousonds taking ta Ihe slreeb in Morch 
and Ihe mushrooming of onli-poll tax 

groups. In Ihe second half of Ihe year, 
proposob to oxe £S miltìon from 
Somersef's Educotìon Servbe generofed 
peririorìs, Ihousands of profesf lelters, 
prompted school governors to Ihreaten 
moss resignotìon and culminated in o 
demonslratìon in Taunton equol, if nof 

I sSghlly larger, Ihan Ihe PoB Tox morch Ihe 
previous Spring. The issues were 
inexlricably linked - Ihe Torbs expliciHy 
I soid so when Ihey cbimed Ihof Ihe 

U Educorion cub were due ta Ihe supposed 

4 Ihreaf of PoH Tox Copping. Yef Ihe Iwo 

K movemenb had very few poinb of contacf. 

I Barring Ihe unlikely possibilily Ihaf 
Februory's " rubber-stampinq council 

I meeling will overlum Ihe I99h92 budgef, 
Ihe decisbns mode abouf svhere money 
won'f be spenf on Educalion hove largely 
been mode. Now b Iherefore Ihe righf 
| rime ta drow up o bofance sheef of our 
own of Ihe successes ond failures of Ihe 
1 compaign agoinsf Ihe cub, learn lesscns 

and prepore for fufure bolHes. 

' SUCCESSES 

Foremosf omong Ihe successes musf be 
counted Ihe complefe reversal of some 


Day Release Training 
Bridgwater College 


|T Somerset Council Nursei?y 

budgef proposals: Ihe reinstatemenf of Ihe 
pcsf (and budgefl of Ihe (JnderSs 
Developmenf Officer: Ihe reinlroducrion of 
meosures fhof help probotìonory teochers 
in primory classrooms: and Ihe refenrion 
of bonuses ta primories wilh lorge 
receprion cfasses. Maney wos squeezed 
from Ihe council ta sef up new nursery 
cfasses omd help pfaygroups (including 
Ihose helping chilaren wilh leornbg 
difficultìesl. The proposol to sock feochers 
ond ossistanb working in Ihe Field of 
Speciql Educorionol Needs wos postaoned 
''pendinq o review of Ihis 
servicelolfhough cuh of £70,000 ore stìll 
pfanned b 1991/921, On Ihe mosf 
conlroversbl budqef issue - Ihe scropping 
of Ihe Counly poiicy of cdmiHbg chddren 
to school in Ihe year in which Ihey ore 
fivellhe 'Rbing 5s' potìcyl victary was 
jsorfial. A Iwc-stage enlry system wil be 
imposed which wiB admil under-5s to 
scnool in Ihe Aulumn ferm if Iheir 5lh 
birlhdoy falb belween Isf September ond 
3bf December and odmif chudren whose 
5lh birthdoy is befween Isf Jonuary ond 
3bf Augusf in Ihe Spring Term. 

LOSSES 

On Ihe negolive side Ihe mosf 
devastaring loss wos Ihe deslrucrion of the 
School Meals Service, leoding ta Ihe sock 
for 850 staff. If b importanf ta reolise too 
Ihof Ihere will srill be cub ta Ihe Educorion 
Servbe omountìng ta £4.9 million in 1991/92 
(In o fuli year, cub of £5.65m rolher Ihon 
£6ml. Given these stark focb if could be 
arqued Ihaf Ihe anri-cub movemenf 
achbved very liltìe. While victories moy 
hove been exoggeroted, Ihe facf Ihof Ihe 
Tories were forced to moke emborrossing 
U-lurns is signifbonf. Buf could Ihey hove 
been forced to go furlher? How con we 
bufld on whof's been ochieved to prevenf 
mossive cub already beina prepared for 
1992/93? 
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SAvF Gife SCHOOLS 
Tfe movanenl' in SepfeTibcf wa* ifi Jonyef 
ol being completely uncoordnaled and 
dredionless. However, one yoss-rools 
crgonisalicn begon lo emerge - Sove Our 
Schools (SOS> - which assumed ihe roie of 
coordndor orid ploriner. There were tond 
nrel I bdieve some nrgamsdionl problems 
wilh SOS lil is very Tajnlon-bosed for one 
Ihing) bul neverfreless il became idenlified 
(mosr imporlontìy by schools faiing Ihe 
culs) as Ihe leadng body in Ihe fighr, and I 
believe il is a genume refledion of Ihe vostì 
opposilion lo Ihe culs exisling in Somerset 
Wilh SOS emerged a sorl of slrolegy: meda 
slunls; u peiilion Ihd ultrxied Ihousutids of 
signalures; ur.d a leller-v/riling campagn all 
designed lo put pressure on Ihe Tories, 
parhcularly Ihose idenlified os somehow 
soff’. The one Ihinq SOS dd nol hove and 
odively dscouraged wos cny polilics. This 
kepT SOS from having anylhing lo soy atoul 
Ihe rools of culs - ìne poll lox. In Ihe lasl 
ondysis, Tory desperalion lo peg spirdling 
poll tox bills held Ihe Tory youp tagefher, 
and aparl from one or Iwo obslerilions by 
Tory members, Ihe hoped-for backbench 

revoll never happened. __ 

MOVEMENT LACKED POLITICAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

|f Ihe movemenl locked any polilicd 
perspeclive Ihen Ihe opposition pcriies 
showed no desire lo suggest any. 
Grolesquely, tìree Liberd Democrot spedcers 
(indudng pcrty leader Paddy Ashdown) took 
Ihe plalrorm allhe 2ilh November demo lo 
denounce anyone who wcrled lo mdce Ihe 
prolest ’polilicd’. The majorily of Taunlon 
CLP seemed to ogree wilh Ihis opprooch lo 
Ihe extenl Ihd Ihe CLP banner wos kept d 
Ihe parly's xmo3 bazacr rolher Ihon tdcen on 
Ihemcrch. 

While anli-poll lox youps have been pre- 
occupied by court coses and bdliffs, some 
□ttempts were made lo link up wilh Ihe onli- 
culs canpdyi and conlingenls from some 
APTUs were deo’ly visible in Ihe November 
mach. 

PREPARE FOR FUTURE BATTLE 

Whd of fhe fulure? The Chief Educdion 
Officer hos reporfed Ihd if presenl Irends 
conlinue "signifìcant red reduclions in 
spendng will be required in 092/93’’. The 
botfie ground in Ihe coming yecr could be in 
Spedd Educdiond Needs, Ihe Vouth Service, 
posì-6 edjcation or any non-stdulqry 
ospect of provision. The Tories ae looking 
intD assel-slTÌpping - sdes of school playing 
fields elc lo buy Ihemselves oul of the mess. 
Maiy more schools may be ’rdiondisecf. 



Adult Education, 
Bridgwater College. 


Whdever hcppens, one Ihing is sure. Ihere 
will be dtempts lo cul Educdion Ihis year. 
We need to be prepared. 

We must broaden and democralise 
organisdions such as SOS, drawing in 
qroups like Student Unions who ae affecled 
by culs and linking up wilh aili-poll Inx 
aoups. Union members need lo Iry lo get 
ìneir branches involved ond develop der 
stroteges for fictting culs. We shouid dso be 
prepcred Id nght opt-out proposds by 
schools dsillusioned wilh lack of funding, and 
oppose Ihe current fhreds lo remove 
Educdion from locd conlrol. Would you Irust 
Mchoel Heselline wilh your children’s fulure? 


TONY SERJEANT 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCLLOR ft 
'MEMBER OF EDUCATON COMMTTE 


i you want more informdion, a fact-sheet 
on Ihe culs is avdlable from Tony Serjeant, 
’Widmore’, Lon^ey Marsh, Wiveliscombe, 
Somersel. 


THE ANlHflL RIGHTS DEBflTE 


John KipSng in August's Ckirion 
said that ’Freedom must indude the 
abity to dominate nature’. 
Patriarchal ideas of this 'domination 
are largely what's got the planet in 
the state it's in in the first place. 

Humats have lo learn lo work wilh 
ndure. We’re parl of il. Processes like 
foclory farming are environmenldly 
detrimenld ond wasleful of resources. John's 
ideas oboul domindion indude Ihe irrigdion 
of land. Deserl aeos Ihd need irrigdion ae 
usudly aecjs where Weslern forming 
systems have been odopted over Irodliond 
3rd World prodices, and ae whd coises 
’dought’ in me fìrst place. 

n some ae<» peasanfe ae leaning lo 
replont forest, whdì is Ihe best woy lo 
irrigate lad. Tree roots bind soil Ihd has 
been deserlifìed, and bring water below Ihe 
surfoce doser lo a level which helps plant 
regenadion. Forest faming with food- 
beaing Irees mdces more sense Ihan 
stripping land bae wilh Western aimd-based 
melhods, ad Ihen fralicdly Iryinq lo repar 
Ihe danage only lo reped mistokes ogdn. 
Thus, 'send a cow to Elhiopia' lype schemes 
only exocerbate problems. 

STATF CONTROL 

Jobd dso agues for ’stde conlrol lyile 
phrase) of production processes. I would like 


to see people lcking ’ conlrol of Iheir own 
lives. Better lo dg an dlolment Ihon work in 
a factory dl day. People who yow Iheir 
own food need less monev, os Ihey meet 
more of Iheir own needs. Aìso we caiY wdt 
for some failosy firvaoh lo arive. lf 
people donY wipe Iheir asses on recyded 
paper now, we soon won> hove a plaiet left 
to worry about. 

Jota's agumenls ae chaocteristìc of all 
non-onachists. People donY need to delegde 
Iheir iives lo olhers, lo Ihe slde. Dont give 
your life owayl 
FEDERATION OF WORKERS 

Bakunin d The Hague in B72 sdd We 
wat sodd and economic equdily Ihrouc^ 
Ihe cbolilion of the stde ond dl Ihd posses 
by Ihe nane of law Iwhich in our view is a 
permanent negdion of human ric^ils). We 
wal Ihe recor.siruction of socìely lo be 
achieved not from above downwads by 
’oulhorily’, nor by soddist offidds, but from 
below upwads by Ihe free federdion of dl 
kinds of workas, liberated from Ihe yoke of 
Ihe stdB.“ , , 

I dont want a soddist or any olher stde. 
I wanl lo see people Idce conlrol of Iheir own 
lives. Anachsm ad not ’sqddism’ is Ihe 
quickest route lo humon aid aimd liberdion. 

ANGE HERITAGE 
BRDGWATER 
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Milibint 


The Marxlst Paper for Labour andYouth 


An open letter to Militant about 
the fight against the Poll Tax. 

A MUTAMT RALLY? 

The All-Brihjin Anli-Poll Tax Federahon 
Conference IDecember 19901 was fixed by 
Mfenh Lenglhy debates on Beafinq Ihe 
Bailiffs and lonq slatements by lommy 
Sheridon and otner MBitant people were 
used to reduce Ihe lime faken for 
discussion of Ihe new siluation resulrg 
from Ihe end of Thalcher. The anH-pol tox 
campoign is fhe largesl spontaneous 
movement of Ihe working closs for many 
years. !t has folbwed up Ihe miners' sHke 
wilh important lccal orgonisaHcns and 
iniliaHves. It conlinues a Ìong tradilion of 
such movements and Marxisls dc not have 
Ihe dufy of 'conlrolling* or dominahng by 
organisatìonal means. Commenling on Ihe 
Marxist view on Ihe "olure of a worke"?' 
parfy Trotsky made the following poinh 



lox movement lo develop it politìcally by 
winning its members to see Ihe broader 
issues involved in Ihe poll tox. Most 
especblly Ihese ore Ihe questìons of Ihe 
state. These questìons come out in Ifil' 
state "esistance ta our demonslraHons and 
our defence of Ihe campaign, but most of 
o8 in issues like: 

why are we, Ihe woridng cbss. 
financrg Ine capitaSst stale? 

why is Ihe copitaEsl state worbwide 
unoble ta fund vital services? 

what is Ihe connectìon belween Ihis 
quesHon of stale services and Ihe 
general crisis of stale ajpitalism? 


...the Comrmjnist Infemafional has fnom Hs 
very incepfion defended fhe nea/ and frvhq 
hdependence of fhe fnade unhns. h the 
spinit of Mandsm. (D 


!f capitaHsm hos created means of 
producHon Ihal have oifgrown Ihe system, 
how can we defend services wilhout 
overlhrowing Ihe system? (Il seems ta me 
Ihat our purpose in fightìng defensive 
bclttes is ta help wcrkers see - Ihat only o 
sodol revolutìon can ensire Ihe 
conlinuoHon of any kind of social provisbnl. 

Thb was when Ihe Communist Bristol Msgistrates Court. 

Intemahonal (Cl) was a revoluricnary- 

movemenl. Trotsky throughout Ihe pomphlet 
slressed Ihat Ihe objectìve was not a crude 
takeover but thal Communists shodd wr 
Ihe leadership by convindnq unbn 
members of Iheir pofcies and leaJership. In 
Ihe anlrpoll tax movement MiHtunt hos used 
entbely different melhods - crude devices 
ta elect a Commiltee of 6 MiStanls and just 
one 3D supporter. The use of Ihe Youth 
Rights Campoign ta elect delegales to 
Manchester, when Ihose delegoles reaHy 
represented nobody b just one example. It ^ 
was Ihe oclbns of o secl unwiinq to 
recognise that Ihe enormous strenglh or Ihe 
spontaneous working cbss movemenf b 
vital to Ihe seizure of pcwer. That power 
needs polbcol leodership not sectarbn 
rulers. PoEHcal leodership meons: 

Jhe Commanisfs fightfor the attahment of 
/he immediate ahrs. fon the enforcement of 
he momenfary htenests of fhe workhg 
chss; but h fhe movement of the present, 
they a/so repnesent and toke core of the 
future of the movement. (21 


SECTARIAflSM 

The obove questìcns oll open Ihe way 
for revobtìonary onswers. I see no sign 
of Ihem berg even oddressed in Mfcnl. 

^What molters to Mffitanl b sect buitìrg, 
founded on Ihe assumplion Ihal Ihe building 
of Ihe sed b Ihe conslructbn of Ihe 
revclutìonary parfy. We r Ihe pre-1985 
WRP were invobed in a simibr fruilless 
exercise. The character of o sect is not 
determined by ils size, nor by how often 
ils paper oppeors. A sect wil have o 
secrel membership ond be domrated by o 
small cique. Buiding Ihe party for a sect is 
srnply Ihe recriimenl of peopb ta the 
secret sociely. The Marxbt, by conlrast, 
recognbes Ihot Ihe working cbss is cenlral 
and Ihaf Ihal cbss musf be oble ta see Ihe 
'parly' ot work. The Marxbt movement b 
conlrolled from Ihe boltam vb genuine 
conferences, not from the top with the aid 
of rigged conferences. 











14 


fl POLEMIC flGfllNST MILITflNT 
BV flN EXETER SOCIflLIST 


Replies to this polemic from 
Militant supporters are welcomed. 


The conslonl fincndd pressire h) keep 
Ihe secf going is vitaL lr helps fo keep you 
in he pocitef of he sed ond uncble fo 
hove cny independenf e«sfe n ce. 'f clso 
Pelos ycu fc Bmif ycur focus fo fhe 
orgonisotion ond ifs Doper. ond fo minimise 
fhe independenf working dcss movemenh 
The exfreme secrecy of Milifonf is for 
beyond whof is requred for work .inside 
fhe Lobour porfy. !f is useful for a secforian 
leodership fo confrol fhe flock. Marx had us 
in fhe old WRP and you in Wifonf sussed in 
1871: 

The devehpment of soaahst sectanomsm 
and fhat of the neat working ctass 
movement atways stand è) inverse ratio to 
eoch other. Sects are jushfied IhtstoncaUyì 
so tong as the working chss is not yetnpe 
for an .mdependent hfstoncoi movement. A$ 
soon as d has attamed this mohrtiy aS 
sects are essenlioffy reocthnory. (3! 

STAUMSED 'TROTSKYISM' 

Wifh fhe belroyols of socicl democrocy. 
from 1914. cnd Ihe rise cf SfoSnism. new 
poisonous Pureoucrocies have fried fo 
sfrongle fhe working closs movemenf. We 
know fhcf they imposed "eccfionory policies, 
buf more imporfonf b control of fhe 
wcrkinq closs movemenf. Stolinism hos 
been the rncin mochine cf desfrucficn cf c 
lively independenf closs. os Trofsky ùnd 
others hove so well documenfed. Toody the 
sfoSnisf machre is shattered. In fhe onfi- 
pcll fox movemenf we hove the MiSfonf 
machine insfeod. A smoller mochine. withouf 
the presfige ond fundr.g of o sfofe. buf o 
mochine none the less. 

If is inferesfing tthof fhe exchonge of 
letters befween the Militonf leaders of the 
AB Britoin Federatiom ond the Trafolgor 
Squore Defendants Compoign (TSDCI shows 
Ihe stolinbt side cf Militcnt. A few excmples 
wiH moke the poinb 

I Jhe use of autft by associathn by 
/snkmg the TSDC wtth racist abuse and wrth 
fhe pomphht Jhe Baftfe of Trofaigar. Jhts 
was desptte the fact that there was no 
evidence ihot TSDC was invotved in racist 
abuse and the fact fhot the pamphht itself 
hchdes a dischmer soying that the TSDC 


wos not invoived m wrrfing, producing and 
dhribJhg the pamphht 

2 The use of a quototron from the 
Momhg Stor soyhg that the movqment 
shou/a keep oway frvm onorchists /àfr 
Chss War crd that the use of provocoteurs 
by the ruthg chss was not new. Tne 
Sto/hists aiwoys used to accuse us 
Trotskyists of bema provocateurs. and now 
a so-cdhd Trctsxyrst group is quofhg the 
sfoihist Mommg otor oqamst the anarchrsts. 
f, as a Trotskyist, have much more h 
common with anarchists than i do with 
sfathists - how obout you? The heavy 
imp/ication that Chss War ond Kke groqps 


are state agents wos deatt wth by denrats 
from fhe phtform h Manchester. ft wos teft 
as an tmpttcathn, no doubt fo sfop MHitant 
members treoting fheh criths seriousty. 
tntemat sotidardy atthe expense of fruth! 


t agree wi/h Lenh, Luxemburg and many 
omers fhat onorchism devehps becouse me 
offhht hbour movement is dommoted by 
fhe dead hand of btreoucracy. tn response 
to /hts, many fghters (mostfy yowgt of 
mdependent sprit tum to the opposite 
exfreme. The answer to the onarchtsts is 
not a bureaucratised movement and 
tudhrous a/tegathns, but a tivhg Trotskyisf 
movement. 



iW.WAJr'.U'ArZ. 
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Only Trotskyism con devehp 
fhe spontaneous movement into a 
revokjfhnary one ond for that it needs 
genuhe /eadershp, not stafmist /ies. 

3 Bhmng the crifics withr) fhe movement 
for fhe acfhns of fhe po/ice - ihe probhm 
of the morch fo Brixton prison on October 
20fh was not fhe demonsfrotors but fhe 
pof/ce. 

MUTANT l PARLIAMENTARY REFORMISM 

Anolher vital question is the 
Parfcmenlary road lo sociofem, MiStnnl, 
ond Ted Gront in particulor, have supportEd 
Ihis reformist policy, the lolter in o pomphlet 
cofed 'British Perspectives - November 1985: 

A Supplement tc 'Copitolism at on Impcsse'! 
Jonuory 1985, Ted Grontl. Towords Ihe end 
Gront teSs js Ihat 'Morxists will be Ihe mcst 
unlrinq ond best workers for Ihe eledion 
of o Lobour govemment..,' It goes on lo 
suggest Ihot Morxists wiB fight for on 8 hour 
doy, 4 day week and a m'nimum woge. 
Then it says Ihof we must nolionofee ìne 
200 monopolies under workers conlrol and 
management. The point I really object lo 
comes shorHy after Ihoh 

Side by s/de wtfh fhe frade unhns and 
Labour rarty workers ihey ffhe Manosts! 
woufd Oemand fhe programme shoufd be 
fmpiemented /f if cannof be corried out 
under this system fhen emergencv 
measures - mchdhg on Enobiing Act 
shouid be passed h Pariioment - h order 
to transform sociefy, 

There it is, pbin os can be. This 
reformism is. I believe. sometimes denied 
by MiStonf supporters, by soyrg Ihat it is 
some kind of 'transiHonal demano' and that, 
Iherefore. it is not realy meont Hterally. 
Offering your supporlers reformism is not 
and never wcs part of the Tronsitional 
Programme ITPl. Tne TP is o programme 
of ocHon for a world revoUlionary porty, 
The coll within it for o 'Workers' 8 
Farmers' Govemment' is not o pre-dated 
cnB for Neil Kinnock to go lo see Queen 
EBzabelh. Kinnock hos no intention of 
breoking wilh Ihe copitalist cbss ond he 
hos made Ihis ooint so crystal dear Ihot 
nobody hos Ihe slighlest doubts on lhaf 
score. The point of an Enobfing Act is to 
place more power in Ihe honds of a 
govemment based on Parliomenh our 
purpose is lo ensure the quickest remcval 
of pcwer from Ihe honds of o bourgeois 
Parliament. Workers' own orgons of 
power ore needed to seize power and 
deslroy Ihe copitofist state. Any proposol 
which odds credibility to bourgeois 


democracy is fundomenlally wrong. It is 
worse to suqgest Ihot any govemment 
rooted in Parfioment shoub take on 
oulhoritarion powers. 

THE 0L0 LABOUR PARTY IS.DEAD 

Socbl democrocy hos degeneroted 
mossively srce Ihe TP wos written and 
especblly since Wortì Wor 2. It b not 
offerrg o peacefJ rcad lc sodclism, but 
is openly defending copitafem, It is not 
supporHng workers own orgonisaHons, 
rolter it plcns b keep up the ossault on 
Ihe unbns. Not only has its poficy become 
more explicitly pro-ccpitclist !it olways was 
pro-capiblist b foctl, its msmbership has 
died owoy. From over o mHlbn b 1952-3 it 
is down b oround 300,000 tadoy. To cbim, 
as Ted Gront does, Ihot 'lhe mosses wii 
lum again, agab and ogoin b their 
IradiHonal orgonisohons, Ihe Irade unbns 
ond Ihe Labour porty* is b chase a mylh. 

!t is untrue and cmounts b c dead dogmc. 
not livbg reolity. Even b Ihe dorkest crisis 
for Ihe Tones workers hove offered 
Lobour their votes but nolhing ebe. The ob 
Lobour Porly is just oboi# deod. 

The sharp move b Ihe rbht under 
Kinnock is o qualibHve change which hos 
pushed Ihe tefts out of oll posiHons of 
influence and power, This is why so many 
lefts ore bmbg Iheir bocks on Labour. 
There will. no doubt, be pockels of 
resisbnce, but Ihot is cll The sbgon of 
'Labour ta power on a scaolist 
programme' is not only dishonest bi# 
useiess. No one but Ihe Mifibnt hos Ihe 
sfightest befief in it as cny kind of 
possibilily. Ancient slogons can become 
bday's dead dogmos. 

Milibnt seems intent on pressing Ihe 
myth of some gotìen socialist oge b 
Lobour’s past: '...Ihe fundomenbl oim of 
Ihe bduslrial unbns, and of Ihe Lobour 
Porly of Iransformbg sociely..' as Ted 
Grant put it b Bnlish Perspectives - 
November 1985: o supplement b 

'Copibfem ct. on Imposse'-Jonuary 1985. 

The Lobour Porty wos b foct formed by 

an olliance of socbfet groups ond Ihe 
unbns ond it db not even take on Ihe 
words of sodolism untìl 1918, From Ihen it 
failed utterly b bke any steps 
whatsoever tawords Ihe consruchon of o 
socblist sociely. The beobgy of Labour 
exckides this. Ihe 'parfamentary' ond 
'peoceful' roods b socbfism impose 
possivity on Ihe livbg workers' movement. 

The myth of LÒbour's golden sociolist 
posf is usetul for Militant in that it helps ta 
aive the impressbn Ihot deep buriol in Ihe 
Lobour Porly is Ihe Irue mark of 
Trolskyism. 
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The whole quesHon of Ihe 
parfiomentary rood is Hed inta occeptance 
of Ihe ccpitalist state. When Steve Nolly 
talked about 'noming nomes' it moy hove 
been hosly and it moy be Ihot more 
sophish'cated defenders of Militant woutì 
not hove mode such on 'error'. As _for os 
I can tell no nomes were oduoHy given to 
Ihe polbe. The key quesHon is why Nolly 
coutì find it even possble b suggesf 
helpbg Ihe polbe prosecule 
demonstrobrs. The onswer is beccuse 
talk of Ihe porliomentary rood _and of Ihe 
pofice as 'workers b uniform' hos 
v undermined Ihe marxist understanding of 
Ihe^tate b Ihe pobt Ihot doss Ibes con 
be crossed. As significcnt is Ihe fact Ihot 
olthough Nolly odmils he said it, Ihe officiol 
fine is ta refuse b make any such 
sbtement. The 'image' of Ihe group comes 
before Ihe ploin trulh !sed loyolty before 
honesty b the working class, 

At Ihe AnH-Poll Tox conference Militanf 
wos reduced ta crude oversimplificaion. 
soybg Ihot Thabher's defeat wos Ihe 
result of the anH-poll tax movement ond b 
porHcutìr Ihe 'People's Morch'. This has 
Ihe effect of prevenHng your supporters 
Itankbg Ihrough Ihe real state of copitalism, 
ond b porHculor Ihe woy in which Ihe 
ruling ctìss is Irying b deal wilh its 
weokened posiHon in retìHon b Hs 
Europeon, Japonese ond Americon rivols. I 
om not soybg that our movement has had 
no impocf, ralher Ihat o vigorous tìbour 
ond Irade un'ion movement could hove 
done b Thabher whct Ihe miners did b 
Heath, We were a focbr, but Ihere is no 
evidence b show Ihat workbg dass 
slrenqlh wos decisive in Ihis contest. As b 
Ihe People's Morch, I am sure Ihot only 
Militant supporters Ihbk it brought down 
Thotaher, no serbus commentabr hos 
even hinted at it. 

No doubt Ihe immedbte reason for an 
up-beot assessment is b bspire Ihe 
supporters. We in the WRP Ihink Ihot 
supporters need ctìrily not cheap 
Iriumphafism. Thot is because we Ihink Ihat 
Ihe workbg ctìss has wilhin it Ihe abilily b 
deslroy capitalism, ond what is needed is 
leadership, not dombaHon - we oim b 
build o revoluHonory porty, you are 
parHcipoHng b a moderately successfd 
semi-relbb'us sect. 

I look forword b your reply. 
Comrodely greeHngs. 

GEOFF BARR 

NATFHE. EXETER APTU. WRPtWorkers Press) 
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Subscriptions 5 6 issues of the Somerset Clarion costs £4 post free. 
Membership; You can join the Somerset Community Defence Campaign, 

Wherever you live,for £2 if you are waged,£1 if unwaged. 


You can become a special subscribing member for £5. 

Selling the Clarion; we urgently need people all over the South West 
to have a go at selling the Clarion^n a regular basis. 
This can be money up front,or sale dr re^turn.How about it? 

The Plymouth Clarion is a sister project just underway in south Devon. 

Anyone interested in helping please contact Jeff Baxter 
c/o 24 St Johns hd,Cattedown,Plymouth,Devon. 


The Somerset Community Defence Campaign,publishers of the Clarion,is 
an independent socialist organiaation which meets every month to plan 
the next issue of the Clarion and discuss political events.'tifhy not 
come a.long?0ur meetings are usually informal and friendly. 



Next meeting of the SCDC/Somerset Clarion is 2.30pm,Sunday 24th Feb., 
at Unity House,Dsmpiet St,in the centre of Bridgwater.This is the 
Bridgwater Labour Club,and visitors arriving early are welcome to 
share a drink and /or food there with us first;we will sign you in. 
Dont forget to send us your articles,letters,cnrtoons and photographs. 

Dave Chapple. Editor 1991/2. 


Chancellor's Farm. al Priddy, in the Men- 
dip Hills, Somerset, an 86-acre farm which 
has hardly altered since the seventeenth 
century. Its lease has recently been ac- 
quired by the Somerset Trust for Nature 
Conservation. which is now appealing for 
£70,000 to conserve the farm for the future, 
wriies Joanna Oibbon. 

The farm’s previous tenant, who rctircd 
in 1988 at the age of 82, lived there all his 
life with his two spinster sisters. The fields 


have been tended in a traditional way and 
no herbicide, pesticide or artificial 
fertiliser used: with the result that over 150 
species of grassland wildflowers — includ- 
ing pignut, betony, yellow rattle, catsear, 
knapweed, fragrant orchid and autumn 
crocus — grow throughout the spring and 
summer. A marshy area encourages water- 
loving plants such as marsh marigolds, wa- 
ter mint, reed canary grass and ragged 
robin. The farmbouse and buildings, parts 


of which date from the flfteenth century, 
have never had electricity, a telephone. an 
indoor lavatory, an access track or running 

The trust intends to make the farm its 
centre for Northem Somerset while at the 
same time continuing to manage it in a tra- 
ditional manner. The trust’s flock of Beu- 
lah ewes will run on the grassland but a 
policy of late haymaking and grazing will 
allow tbe wildflowers to seed and flourish. 


The farmhouse will he home to thc trust’s 1 
warden, as well as four graduate volunteers | 
who want practical experience in conserva- 
tion. Small groups of interested individuals 
will be allowed to visit the farm when an I 
education display has been created in one 
of the barns. For further information, con- 
tact: Roger Martin, Director, The Somerset 
Trust for Nature Conservation, Fyne 
Court, Broomfield, Bridgwater, Somerset 
TA5 2EQ, telephone 0823 451587. 
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Labour’s 4th Election Defeat 


Tlie deloor ol rhe Labour party in thc 1992 
generol election is a turning point in class 
politics. The fact thar Labour coultl not 
even reducc thc Conscrvotive mojority to 
o ’hung parliament' shows that it is a 
spent force. Tltis may uound unnecessarily 
damning of the Labour Porty, but let's 
analyse the lacls. 


eneiny os shown by their lack ot 

consideration for the homeless. 

LIB/LAB ALLIANCfc 

The middlc class halred of the worfcing 
class means thaf a Labour and Liberal 
Oemocrat alliance would not get clccted 
either. Libcral Democrat voters are middle 
class and so would vote Conscrvative. 
rather than for a Lib/Lab coalition. 


Socialism or 
Labourism ? 

'How should socialists reiate to the t.a&our 
party?' is a question which comes up time 
arid again. 


The Conservative government has 
intensilied thc effects of fhe world 
recession in Britain. Ilomelessness is at its 
highest levcl since the IBSOs. Old people 
are being reduced fo rclying on charities 
lifce Ihe Poppy Appeul. The poll tax was a 
political disaster. to put il mildiy. The 
Tory party elcclion campaign was abysmai. 
uulifce the very prolessional Labour Porty 
election campaign. So if Labour could not 
win under fhcse circumstances. they never 


REASONS 

Neil 'loser' Kinnocfc's project was to mafce 
fhe Labour parfy acceptabie to the 
affluent middle class. Lobour showed itself 
to be a respectable. acceptable party by 
joiling more poll tax prisoners than the 
Jory and Liberal Democrat councils put 
togellier. Tliis betrayal of the working 
class was supposcd to bc justified by the 
extro middle closs voters Labour would 
attract. Labour ulso assumed Ihat affluent 
middlc class people would not mind paying 
on extrc 10Z income tax to fund Brifain's 
sociol recovery. In reality. the middle 
class put their own selfish tox cuts above 
considerations ot homelessness and 
pensioners. 

Labour lost worfcing class vofers by trying 
to oppeul to the middle class. fhis was 
bound to fail as Ihc middle class ore anti- 
worfcing dass. os expiained in the 'Class 
War' magazinc. 'The Hcavy Gluff’, issue 3. 
Policemen, army officers, teochers and 
civil servants cre predominantiy middlc 
closs ond enforce ruling class ideology on 
ths working clttss. There moy be a few 
socially aware middie closs pcoplc. but 
lliey ore Ihe exception lo Ihe rule. Tlie 
middlc class aro scum! lhey are our class 


The blacfc Tory candidote in Cheltenham 
was probably defeated due to Tory 
racists ractically voting Liberal Democrat. 
So these bigots would be hardly likely to 
support a coalition government that 
included fhe Labour party. 

THE ENEMY WITHIN 

In spite of Ihe middle class, Lobour w%uld 
still hove won if oll the working class had 
voted Labour. The working class are still 
the biggest closs. even if inony of them do 
claim to be middle closs. Therefore, many 
worfcing class people voted for their class 
enemy. the Conservotive Party. 

Working class Tories ore more 
contemptible than the rich, because afc. 
least the rich hove a vested interest in 
vofing Tory. Working class Tories are class 
traitors! They are the enemy within and 
should be treated os such. Shop stowards 
should mafce a note of worfcers who 
supported the Conservatives. Then. wlien 
redundancies are announced. they should 
make sure the Tories ore sacked. as they 
obviously fliink thot life on the dole is a 
barrel of laughs. 

DIRrCT ACTION 

It is now obvious thot the Labour Party 
cannot win an election. even with fhe 
Liberal Democrats. This is due to the 
combinotion of closs froitors within the 
working class and the anti-working class 
mentality of Ihe middle class. Thereforc. 
the class wor will be fought on the 
sfreers. not in porlioment. 

President J.F. Kennedy said something like: 
’When peoceful chonge is impossible. 
viuleuce is ineviloble.” Too fucking right!!! 
SIEVfc HlPPISI.tY 

CLASS WAR FEDERATIClÌSOUtRSET 

COMMUNITY DEFENCE CAMPAIGN 



Clause Four of tlie Labour Party 

constitution talks obout workers’ control 

and bringing the means of producing 
wealth into common ownership. It is a 
socialist stalement of aims, but fhe Labour 
Party was not in the past a sociaiist poriy. 
is not a socialisl parly and never will be a 
socialist party (and the samc goes for 
most so-coiled socialist porfies. which 

would be better described as social 

democratic). It would clorify thc situation 
for socioiists if the Labour Parfy werc to 
obandon Clousc Four. 

WHAT IS IT ? 

So. if the Labour parly is not a socialist 
parfy, whaf is it? It is a laborist party. 
i.e. it arose out of fhe Lobour movemenf 
and mainfains links with trade unions. As 
such, it plays an important role in 
reprcsenting working people in pariioment. 
However. like the trade uition hierarchy il 
has a vested interest in maintaining the 
capitalist system. Although the party does 
valuoble work in defending Ihe N.H.S.. 
providing social security, providing decenf 
education for all ond so on. its oims ore 
ultimately at odds with rhose of sociolisis. 

If is sometimes argued that it would be 
jusf os effective to support tlie 
Conscrvotive Party as thc Labour Parfy. 
The argument being that the Conservatives 
can assist in the destruction of capifalisrn 
by giving it frce rein. so tliot it collapses 
under its own contradictions. Buf millions 
of people ore going fo get hurt iu tlie 
process. So, rhe argument for supporting 
the Labour Party is to alleviaie somc of 
the excesses of capitalism, even if il 
prolong? it. 

LABORIST OR SOCIAL DEUOCRATIC ? 
Nonefhclcss. most socialists will wish lo 
support the Labour Party. just as they 
wish to support the trode unions. Howevcr. 
fhere are 3frong factions wifhin botli thc 
Labour Partv and the unions. cgged on by 
llie inedia. who wish lo chunge Ihe purly 
Ircm a loborist party to o socio! 
dcmocratic party. Socialists within the 
Labour Porty will probably wisli to see it 
remoin laborist and not become merely 
social democratic. They wiil argue for the 
links befween fhe two wings of the Lobour 
porty to be strengthened, not. weakened. 

It is possible to be bofh a socialist and a 
loborist. but laborism stops short of 
sociolism, which requires the overthrow of 
copitalism. and that is something which 
non-socialist laborists Cthe mojority) do 
not desire. 

BOB CRAIG 

WESTON SUPER MARE I AOUR PARTYCHAIR, 
WOODSPRIMG TRADES CCUHCIL 

The editor welcomes further 
contributions on this topic. 





Sectarianism Vs l)ernocrac\ 



Rupert Murdoch j 


Il984: resistance 


Mambers of ail The Son 
productìon chapeis refused 
to Hamfle the 
Arthur ScargiH 
pkture and major 
headlme on our lead _ 
story. The Sun has 
decìded, reiuctantly, 
io prmt the paper 
without either. iM 


1986: union busting 


Sun HEEZl 


FREDDIE STARR 
ISTIR 


lllWKl U 


1986: trivia 


SCCTARIAN MYTIIS 

Our society is riddlcd with scctariou 
myths. To start with. workers and their 
dcmands for highcr wagcs arc to blomc 
for inflation and joblessness. Bullshit! 
Lower wagos reutrict consuinption and 
lienco nobble producers. Resull — 
uucmploymcnt. This leads to an cxumple of 
the myth thor unemployed people nre 
useless. lazy baslards who don't wont to 
work. (Yet anothcr way of putring up o 
smokc scrcen in on attempt to veil the 
rools of economic woe). Ouly thoughl und 
reflcction oway trom the medio and the 
mylhs con bring understanding aud 
progressive thinking. not sectarion control. 


DLMOCRACY IS tXIINCT 

Oemocrocy. on llie other hand. is extincl 
ittp^our country. This opplics to oll thc mcin 
ooiitical parties. We sow that atter the 
deinise uf Thatchur. Mujor wos inslulicJ by 
i few and not the poople. The Lobour 
Portv ioodcrship battlc loliowng thc 
dcniisc oi Kinnock lools set lo ignorc the 
pritictplcs cf dcmccracy also. Pomiiìs 
Skmner nnd loiiv Henn huve rigntly caiieo 
lor 0 lull dobote priur lo o leudcrship 
IT'illot. Ignored. Muybe the Lobour Porty's 
-reh"!!! o* thouglil is as totali:urtun as the 
govcrnmcnt’s! Tu reintorce this philosopliy. 
why ore the trodes councils and trode 
unions. the traditional right orm of the 
working closs movement being put down by 
the party that troditionally based its 
(oundotions on thc strugales of the 
working class? 


In summary. it is not cnougli for lctlists to 
wait in anlicipation of chonge, progression 
does not come cheop. No matter how 
bottered ond exhausted revolutionories 
and uciivists feel. we musl boltle on. 
ilcalthy articles in magazines like the 
Clarion. public educotiou througii ieafleting 
ond workplace orgonisation will hclp to 
achicvo our goal—an end fo right-wing 
secrorionism. the rostorotion ot true and 
reoi deinocracy ond Ihe resloration of 
'power to the people.* 

3ri=iw«tcr •r.erployec •.orkers'Orcup. 


Thc word ’scctarian’ itself, by dictionory 
defmition. implies dcnomination and 
adhcrcnls to u principle or schoul of 
thought. Mot only docs this cpply to 
reiiqious parties, but uiso to rightiut und 
leftist politics. Gectarionisin ulso exists in 
Iho rich topeslry of our society: pre-hutsf. 
'iiiti-hiiKt: the cousumpTion ot rneitt or 
veuefariuiiism; pussivisit. or uggression. 
ond so on. 

The word ‘democracy', by diclionary 
definition, implies government by the 
peopte or. it you look deeper. mcans a 
state of peoples in whiclt this prevails. 

When I reflect on the past misrule of our 
country. I undcrstand that the Tories are 
more sectarian than I first thought. 
History shows us thaf if we pay affenfion 
to what has happened iu the pust. socicty 
should logically be oble to model a better 
furure. Somehow. this is not so. 

Rightist sectarians tend fo ignore thc past 
and future and oim to bring progression 
to o halt. One or two minutes thinking 
aboul media control, its brainwashing 
effects on the proletariot is stunning. Real 
political facts are erased und Ihe tabloids 
fillod wifh stories about shagging vicars. 
spitfires on the moon. adverts and 
trumped-up sfories about eggs being bad 
for your health. 


6,000SACKED! 

l’mnofa 


lovef! 



























The OlcJ Clarion 


Sccing a copy of thc 
other dov brought 


Somcrsot Clarion the 
bacli somc oncient 


In the eariy years of this country. my 
fatiicr uscd to cycle oround tlie Soinerset 
rillages trying to sell copies of the Clorion 
nnd thc fory louts threw stones at him for 
his pains. The Clarion he was trying to sell 
was a national papcr of fhe Sociolist 
movement ond prcsumably the Somerset 
Clorion is noincd ofter it. 

Just liow much things have changed since 
lliose doys is cxcmplified by a slogan I 
heard himusc—"tvery man an acre ond a 
cow.' How notve tliar sounds todoy: like 
William Morris's 'Mews from Nowhere': how 
obsurdly utopion. 

At thuf lime. of course. he knew nolhing 
of Mcrxism and lenin was Vladimir Ulyonov. 
an unknown Hussian. He supportcd the 
early Labour Porty becuuse they proposed 
the common owncrship of lond. My father 
l liouglit that. sinco the land was the 
source of all weolth. coinmon ownership 
would meon an cqual distribution of that 
wcoith. I oolish tcllow. 

In loter years he comc fo regard Labour 
poiilicions os troitors. parricularty Kamsay 
MocdoiiGlJ. iie never came to terms with 
Marxism ond he detested the ccntralised 
bureaucracy ot the trade unions. lu short 
he was whaf I suppose we would call a 
libertorion socialist. 

As a young mun. likc inany other sons. I 
tnew bertcr thon he did. I saw the success 
ot Marxism in conquering a third ol the 
world. I sludied Jiulecfical materialism and 
saw the certainty if offered for the 
eventuol victory ol Coinmunism over fhe 
entire world. I became chairman of the 
Brisfol lironch of thc C.P.G.B. The party 
hod two moinbers m Ihe House ond we 
aimed lo field o liuudred condidotes in the 
next electien. 

Graduuliy tbouqh. if oi! turned sour. I 
supposc I rot-iincd some ol my fa r her's 





: -- f- - 1 -»^.sia ... 

j^THIS ISTHE PICTURE OF THE OLD 

HOUSE BY THE THAMES TO WHICH 
THE PEOPLE OF THIS STORY WENT.4* 
HEREAFTER FOLLOWS THE BOOK IT. 
SELF WHICH IS CALLED NEWS FROM 
NOWHERE OR AN EPOCH OF REST & 
|IS WRITTEN BY WILLIAM MORRIS^a* 


jThe frontispieec from the 1890 edition of Morris' News from Nowhere 


naivety. I thougnt we were all workina 
together for the cominon good, bul the 
intrigues of some of the comrades made 
old Machiavelli look likc on amateur. They 
didn’t seem to have much to do with 
comrodeship. 


Then I started reading outside Porty 
literature and begon to question the 
inf ollibilit y ot dioiectical materialism. It 
sccmed to me that af its core was a 
premise thaf one had to accept without 
evidence. rother like the divine trufh of 
religion. 


One of the Clarion 
'vans' which took 
socialism to the 
streets. 


It came as no surprise to me fhat such a 
house of cards should suddenly collopse. 

I won't bore you by describing the long 
road by which I came home, lilerally ond 
figuratively. Sufficient to say that I fccl 
closer to my fother thon I ever did. 


Rcading the articles in the Somerset 
Clarion. I think. if he couid get through 
the jargon. he would be in sympalhy wilh 
some of them ot least. 



Uarx wrote a very useful onolysis of 
copitalist economics. but Morxism os a 

programme tor action was an oberration 
on the road lo Socialism. In my old oge I 
tend to view current libertarian 

movements with a somewhat joundiced and 
disillusioned eye. but I have learned onc 
thing about humon affairs: one never 

knows whot may happen. Historicoi 

necessity is an illusion. Having got rid of 
the aberration, there is always a 
possibility that there may be a rcsurgence 
in my father's Socialism. 

GOROON BURFOOT 
WELLS 























Can’t Pay - Won’t pay 
Wendy Vincent vs Bath Magistrates 


Taunton 

tven though I hod explained to the Both 
Mocjistrotes woy bock in November 1990 
thor I was o non-oarning housewife, a 
liability order wos made against me. and. 
of course. Messrs. Roacli & Co. ond 
another firm. Crilley 8, Co. from Wolos, 
visiled me in the hope that they would 
gain access to my home to try to distrain 
my goods ond furniture. 

Ilowever, they were unsuccessful and so o 
courf bailiff poid o visit on fhe llfh March 
1992 with a worront for my committal and I 
telephoned the Wausdyke Council Recovery 
Officer fo exploin thof it wos impossible 
lor me to oppear by ten o'clock on the 
Mth April because there were no buses 
froin Chew Magno to Bath. However, she 
said tliat os I had bcen able to gct to 
court bufore (when my liability was 
gronfcd), I must ottend court again. So I 
ser off eorly to cycle the fifteen miles. I 
had prcpared inyself for the worst, and in 
cose of my committal. took along my niglit 
clothns. loolhbrusli onct como. hecnuse 
Ihoro wos iio woy I wos going fo puy 
SHt.M plus 62Ì.SO c««»! I wns extrcmoly 
hssrfenesf to see the ssth £s?i=?sii les 
bonner to greet me when I orrived, 
together wifh members of the Bristol Anfi- 
Poll Tax Union, Tounton Deane, Tnunton 
and Midsomer Norton Coalition Against the 
Poll Tax groups Inof forgetting my husband 
from the Chew Volley A.P.T.U. of two 
membersl). They oll hod their phologrophs 
faken by members of fhe press, and Mr. 
Sfeve Hayward of the Bafh office of The 
Western Daily Press. who had promised to 
be present, interviewed me a s though I 
was somc celebrify woiting to be sent 

INNER STRENGTH 

When my time came to appear in the box, 

I felt an inner strength which I had not 
felt before and with my friend Diane 
standing alongside me 1 felt confident and 
read out my sfatement thus: 

*l gave up poid employment 32 yeors ogo 
to raisc a family of two children. since 
when I have been a non-earning 
housewife. I hove no income or sovings 
and needed none until the introduction of 
the poll tax. The only cosh handed to me 
is for food and other household goods for 
my family of four. Any clothes noeded by 
me arc paid for by my husband as gifts 
from him." 

The two mole mogistrotes osked if my 
husband wos employed and I rcplied 'yes' 
saying he was in insuronce: thcn they 
asked it my chiidren were employed and 
once again I replied ‘yes' adding thot ony 
monoy for their keep was given directly fo 
their father. They fhen wenf ouf to 
deliberatc. and I thought to myself, 'this 
is it!" When the magisfrafes returncd ond 
immediafely soid thot my debt had been 
remitted I could hordly believe it, but 
when o cheer broke out from the gollcry 
and my friends were congratuloting me I 
reulised tliat I wos not going to 
Pucklechurch or somc police cell 
somewhere. 


Deane Poll Tax reports 


DON'T PAY 

It was good to read in the Somerset 
Guurdiou thal unother housewife oi 
Midsomer Norton hod olso hod her orrcars 
of £21)8 and costs written otf. and in tocf 
the magislrates hod wipcd off over £2.000 
in all that day. I said in my statement 
otter that the position of housewives 


Taunton 


On ìhursdoy 23rd Aprii we went to 
Taunlon Deane Mogistrates Court to try 
and help peoplc who were going to got 
Ijobility ordcrs for non-payment of fhe Poll 
Mrs Joyce Daker had to go. She's 


• -- wwjnvM uuici nua ro qo. jiie s 

should hove been taken mto account rigl*. blind ond hos angina - shc hod her guide 
from the sfart. not two veors into rhe nnll u_: ,_ ... . 3 . 


thc 


from the start. i 
tax. and thaf 

come forward and put fheir case I 
court. nof just pay up when they can'l 
offord to pay. 


WENDY VINCENT 



' dgs Naomi with her. Alan Debenhom had fo 
I help her os naturolly she couldn't see 
onything. She told the magistrates that 
f she was a Cornish tinner ond that she 
wosn't under the jurisdiction of Tounlon 
Dcane. She had her tinners' certificote 
with her but they didn't wont to know. Slie 
said she didn'r think she owed that much. 
S_he puf up o good show but was still given 
a liabiiiry order. 

She's a pensioner of S6 yeors with only 
her pension coming in. Nexf wos Uas. on<i 
he soid he couldn't pay, ond unless tliey 
had an amnesty for the pensioners, fhe 
poor, the sick, thc disabled. and those in 
dire stroirs he wouldn’t pay his anyway - 
so he gof a liobility ordcr. Nexf was Mike 
Langfon. Hc said it was on unjusl. unfair 
tax and that he couldn't pay and lliat he 
was £10 a week worse off fhis yeor. IIo 
aiso gof o liobility order. Then a man with 
fwo children. a wife not working, couldn't 
afford it - been ouf of work for a yeor. 
His name wos Martin Yorde. Vhe 
magistrates told liiin he had to pay his 
wife's costs os wcll os his own. He said 
how the hefl could hc pay oll these cosfs 
when he couldn't even pay the costs. The 
mogistrate warned him about languoge. or 
hc would be in contcmpt of court ! 

Next. Poul Smith. He's got a smoshed knee- 
cap. walks with a walking stick. Ife toid 
the magistrafc he had bcen paying what 
he could. but sfill got o liabilify order. As 
he was leavinq the courf he collapsed. The 
mogistral es jusf sat there. not offerin.g 
water or help. Bas and Alan Debenham 
helped him up on the choir to give witness. 
This wos just like going back to borboric 
doys. They didn't even have the decency 
lo coil an ambulance. fhen Tony Sarjeont 
oaine in, uxpiuincd why he hadn't paid. ond 
'vas charged £25 ccsts. Yef cn his 
summons the cosls were £20. Ile wanted 
lu lnow why he hod lo pay £25 costs. The 
mogistrcfcs told him it wos fho court. so 
evidemiy ne hotl to pay oiiother lor 
ottending court tliat day ! 


Court 
quashes 
poll tax 
rebel’s 

Ste w wood 
LEADING anti-poll tax 
campaigner VVendy Vin- 
cent was celebrating last 
night after magistrates 
wiped out a £359 commu- 
nity charge bill. 

The 55-year-old mother- 
of-two from Chew Magna 
feared she would he ser.t to 
prison for not paying 
Wansdyke district coun- 
cil. 

Mrs Vincent, of Avon 
anti-poll tax union, was 
among 14 defaulters 
brought before Bath magi- 
strates yesterday to ex- 
plain why they had not 
P a *d. WANSOYKE District Council, Avpn, ore jottìna o 

She told the court that . „ fina exomcle in tofcing poopla to court for poll tax. 
as a housewife she could Cook from Midsomor Norton pord h« poll 

not afford to pay the tax. * ox ' !*“*, , .9°* ° * ummon ‘ onyway - for 0.00p. If 

Magistrates decided to - u 

wipe out Mrs Vincent’s 
£359.52 bill and a prosecu- 
tion demand for £25.50 
costs. 

Nine other defaulters 
had their debts wiped out 
or reduced and the others 
had their cases adjour- 
ned. 

W.O.P. IS-H-'ìt. 


you don't believ* me, here ìt ’i*. 





















Anti-Nazism or Anti-Fascism ? 


A Coiliribttliou lo ilie C'urion Ocbulc on 
Anti-Fascism 

RACISM ON TIIE RISE 

Racism is sct to become the most 

exolosivc issuc ot the I990s. not only in 
Briloin bul llirouylioul Europe. us tlie 
Fortross sets its control on iminigration, 
creates lobeis such os 'bogus asylum 
sceters' ond establishes the ogendo for 
thc rise of Euro-racism. In Britain the 
opposition to this has taken the form of 
orgonisufions lite Anti-Fascist Àction (AFA) 
and Jhe Auti-Nazi Leaguc IANI.I who have 
choscn to pinpoint small sections ot thc 
far riglil. in purticular the Brilislt Nutiouul 
Party (15NP), os the main problem to be 

confronted. But the BNP do not exist in o 
polilical vacuuin ond to claiin thut they orc 
mysteriously ond sponf aneously growing 
ignores thc main problem: o rocisr 
consensus in Britain which unites both 
right and left on such issucs os 

immigrol ion controls ond physicai 

fllt RACIST SIAIE 

Tho foct thal legolly tlte British »tute cun 
dcport countless immigront workers. and 
thot fhc policc hove the autliority to 
allack and orresl bluck people ot will 
(things fhal Tyndall. the BNP leader. can 
only drenm of) shows tlial the major 

tlireof to blucks und Asions in Briloin is 
thc rocisl statc. Stotc immigrotion 
controls hove tlie duol purpose ot 
iuentifying bluck und Asian people as u 
problem and in doing so providos 
'rospcctability' fo racial violence. It is 
liiis 'respectuble rocism* which creates 
thc climofe where violenf racist thugs can 
operote: fhus it is imperative that we 
cliollenge tlie 'legitiinote' wing of llie 
rocist consensus. 

THE LEGSONS OF HISTCRY 

Iho demonstrotion against the lory Asylum 
Bill in Jonuory couid liove been used to 
launch o reol anti-racisl movemuiit whicli 
tock up thc issucc o? immigration controh 
ond stnle rocism. ilut a tcw dovs oetore 
l.'ic demo iho Anti-Nczi Leugue wus 
rslouiìched ond so the emphosis wos 
shittcd away Irom thc slote una onto o 
sinoll and marginal group of goose- 
stepping boneheads. 


The second ceming of the ANL has given 
the Socialist Workers Porty ISWP) on 
opporfunity to toke a trip down memory 
loue und restote tlie claim tliat they 
‘bear' rhe National Front in the 1970s. But 
the efectoral support for the NF wos 
based on their anti-inimigrotion slogans 
such as 'one millions unemployed. one 
rmllion immigrants.’ The ANL actually 
refused to toke a position on immigration 
controls preferring instead fo court 
‘respectability' with its sparkling array of 
Labour politicians and vicars. The resull 
was that Thatcher stole the NF’s mantle 
and was swept to power on o wave of 
anti-immigrant statements. 

The ANL hos refused to learn the 'l%ssons 
of history' it speaks of, and to oppose aff 
immigrotion confrols in the !990s. Instead 
the ANL hos employed the 'poiifics of 
deceit' by claiming that the BNP were 
standing 50 candidates in the general 
election olthough they knew this to be 
folse. They argued tliaf if fewer 
candidates sfood then the ANL could cloim 
it os a victory and if 50 did stand then.it 
would vindicate their Nazi scare tacrics 
(see Searchlighf. Feb '92). More 
appailingly the ANL hove initiatcd a post- 
curd writing campaign asking John Major 
to closc down the BNP headquarters! 
Exaggeroting the threaf from a few 
foscists as a 'threot of foscism' and then 
colling for the stofe to ban fhe BNP is nof 
only pelitically ludicrous but dongerous. 
Any call for state intervention only serves 
to sfrengthen the state's hand and ends 
up iii mcasures to ban all 'provocotive' 
denionstrations and invites repression 
which is more often exercised over the 
lett then the right. The only way forword 
is an independent struggle against bolìi 
the racist affacks of fho sfate and fhe 
rocist rhugs. 

NAT'.ONALIST CONSENSUS 

At the root of tne resurgenco of neo- 
foscism is rucisin ond notionulisin. nnd ìlio 
consensus whicti equotes workcrs' 
interests wilh lliosc oi their bosscs, 
rather tlian with the exploited ond 
oppresscd. Racism is one of the most 
useful tools for creating divisions within 
the working class, and immigration 
controls foster and enhancc this division. 


The neo-foscisls do not couse rocism. nor 
ore thcy responsible for any more fhan a 
small fraction of rocisf attacks. Obviously 
to thosc involved a boot in the foce is as 
painful whether it is from a policemon or a 
bonehead. But fhe point which much of thc 
left foil »o grosp is thaf police attocks 
highlight the rocisf nature of the stote 
which creates rocist opinion. whereos 
foscist ottocks ure only a symprom of llie 
problem. The necd for o real onti-racist 
movcmenl which would take on the 
politicol and ideological struggle ogainst 
immigration controls, and campaign againsf 
deportations. is more urgent than ever. 

SELF-OEFENCE 

Physical self-defence of black and Asian 
communities must be supported ond 
assistcd, and fhe rise in Fortress Europe 
sentimenfs must be opposed now betore 
therc is more blood on the stroets. In tliis 
country the first step would be to identity 
the British stote os the inoin enemy. ond 
tlius strike at the real root of racism. 

BRiTISH JUSTICE--WHOSE JUSTICE? 
Represenlatives of the black ond Asion 
communities called the 'Morch for Justice’ 
in London lost mpnth. but the jusrice fhey 
want will not come from the British stote 
no mattcr how many local authority policc 
monitoring projects ore set up. Apealing 
lo the authorities for justice is dangerous 
as it fostcrs illusions that the state can 
play a progrcssive role in the onti-foscist 
struggìe. 

A lcw black cops. governmenf granfs lor 
r uc« relutions ond glossy equal 
oppcrt'Jiiity sfoteinenfs ore oll just window 
dressing. Home Otfice harassmeiif of 
MinniqruntS. police criminolisation of block 
ycjt?.. prosecutions of Asicn youth for 
liolending themsetves ogainst racist 
otlocks — tliis is Ihe reol foce of tl,e 
British stGle. an organised racisf lorcc 
whiclt sliouid be our main target. Unfil tiie 
left stops ploying the 'Dunkirk-spiril' card 
of anti-Nazism fhen olficial Brifish rocisin 
will continue to go unchoilenged. Isn't it 
obout time the left leorned from fhe 
mistakes of its own history and stopped 
trying to repeat the past? 

BRISTOL ANARCHIST WORKERS GROUP 
c/o BM 6548, London WCIM 3XX 


SOMERSET 

COMMUNITY DEFENCE 
CAMPAIGN 

The Somerset Commnnity Defence 
Campaign will meet monthiy in 1992, 
and meetings are open to everyone 
who is interested in active socialist 
campaignine and organising. They are 
held at Unity House, Dampiet St., 
Bridgwater, at 2.50pm, on the first 
Sunday of each month. Ring 0278 
450562 for details. 


LOOKING BACK 


From the Somerset 
Guardian and 
Radstock Observer. 
Friday, February 27, 
1942 

Struggle: Those who heard 
Mr Arthur Horner, president 
of the South Wales Miners' 
Federation, who addressed a 
well-attended meeting at the 
Victoria Hall, Radstock. left 
the meeting with no doubt in 
their minds as to what the 
duty of the British public 
should be in the present 
struggle. 

He plainly told his audi- 
ence that in this country at 
the present time there was 
no sense of crisis or any 
sense of proportion of the 
tremendous danger with 
which this country was 
faced. 


He expressed faith in the 
statement of Russian leaders 
that there wouid be victory 
in 1942. but he urged that 
this depended on the Allies 
of Russia doing their part in 
the struggle. 

He advised everyone 
going all out in the matter of 
production, and hoped the 
nuners of the country and 
other workers would put 
everything into the common 
effort. 

Revels: A return visit was 
paid to Midsomer Norton of 
Billy Fields and Kay Hutch- 
ings. and their Radio Revels. 

On their former visit, 
nearly £30 was raised for 
Mrs Churchill’s Aid to Rus- 
sia Fund. 

i ne artistes were Joan 
Andrews and Gordon Ste- 
wart, Sandy Moir, Scot- 
land’s yodelling 
accordionist; 







Fighting the 


Morris Beckman writes: 


J EFFREY Haxnm (obitu- 
ary, May 14) was the 
spark that ignited an 
explosion waiting to 
happen. It occurred the last 
Sunday evening in February 
1946 when, with three other 
Jewish ex-servicemen, I drove 
to the top of Hampstead Heath 
foraquiet drinkat Jack 
Straw’s Castle. 

My companions were an ex- 
paratroop sergeant who had 
been wounded, taken prisoner 
and awarded the Military 
Medal at Amhem, an ex- 

sergeantinstructorofthe 

« l? h G H ards ' a fo ™er RAF 
fighter pilot who held the DFC 
I had been at sea for six years ’ 
Ahghting by the old pub we 
saw, for the first time, Jefirey 
Hamm. He was speaking on a 
platform, surmounted by a 
large Union Jack and fronted 
°y a b°ard bearing the legend 
The Bntish League of Ex- 
Semcemen and Women” 

,. websteiHxi to a most vitriolic 
diatnbe agamst the Jews 
(ahens in the post-war fascist 
newspeek) along the hnes of, 
Whtle our brave boys were 
nghtmg the wrong war the cow- 
ardly ahens in our midst waxed 
fat m the black market.. ” 

We had already become 
aware of the furtive emergence 
of the fascists, whose manifes- 
tations were racial daubings on 
walls and windows, fiy-postìng 
and provocative outdoor meet- 
mgs. At that time one could be 
sickened by newsreel documen- 
tanes showing bulldozers in 
concentration camps shovelling 
mounds of bodies into hmepitsf 
and then later encountering 
fascist speakers saying things 
]£*• was right Butnot 

enough Jews were gassed ” If 
an outraged listener heckied, 
he would be arrested for caus- 
J2S® of the peace. Pro 

tected by the law, fascist 
speakers were getting away 
with murder. 3 

Jewdsh ex-servicemen had ap- 
p *?? ched MPs, their own Board 
of Deputies and local authori- 
hes urging them to make ille- 
gal the obscenity of open fas- 
cism retumed to London’s 
streets. But in vain. Smoulder- 
mg resentment was hardening 
mto a determination to stop the 
fescists. But, how, withoutat- 
tacking them and breaking 
laws? It was frustrating and 
vexatious. We were mainly in 
our early twenties: many had 
seen action at the various sharp 
ends of the services and break- 
rng laws was not to our taste. 

We balked at doing so. Until 
Hamm, that evening in Hamp- 
stead, pushed us into a ^ 
decision. 

Four young fascists stood 
protectively by his platform, 
selhng their Britain Awake 
paper Hamm’s Jew-baiting ra- 
cheted up a few notches, and 
we snapped. We attacked the 
platform and very quickly 


downed three of the fascists 
the platform and Hamm. Our 
paratrooper gave Hamm the 
first of many hammerings he 
was to receive over the next 
few years. But he was instru- 
mental in our making the deci- 
sion. If the authorities would 
not stop the fascists, we would 
m our own way, regardless of ’ 
consequences. 

But word of mouth we con- 
vened a quick meeting. Forty- 
Uiree ex-servicemen attended. 
They were told the intention 
was to crrate an organisation 
that would be devoted to 
launching an all-out assault on 
Mosley and his fascists until 
fiiey were utteriy destroyed 
They were told it would be a no- 
quarter, no holding back, disci- 
operation. 

And Uiat those who took part 
would nsk injury and being 
jailed and that their ciwy 
f^^reers wouid g° on to 
the back bumer until our aim 
was achieved. Those present 
were offered the option of duck 
mg out with no hard feelings 
a^mst them. Not a single one 
left the room. 

The rest, as they say, is a 
ootnote to history. Four years 
later, afìer having fought the 
fasciste and utteriy destroyed 
them m what was a little 
known but no Queensbury-Rule 
mim war, the 43 Group dis- 
banded Many fascists left the 
Umon Movement. Some fascist 
eaders like McCleah and 
McGrory, ex-BUF leaders pre- 
war, tumed their coats and 
spoke on 43 Group platforms. 
Hamm, an intelligent man, am- 
k&ous and a very experienced 
rasp-voiced orator, hung on to 

Hfp ^? daIism was Ms 

*ue. He had to hate. 

43 Group was completely 
apohtrcal. Its one aim was to 
smash fascism. It was not afifili- 
ated with any other party or 
-ssociation. Efforts to subom 
s always failed. 

5 *'ve written a book about 
& e J 3 .£ roup ’ t0 Published 
later this year. After our first 
and oifiy re-union in 1990 it was 
mooted that the campaign 
shouid be recorded, as it hap- 
pened, warts and all. Even the 
elderiy veterans who look back 
and wonder, “My God, did I 
actually do those things’’’ 
agreed. Hamm’s era, like ours 
ended m 1950. Alas, fascism, a’ 
euphemism for racism, never 
goes away. 


S Ruth w atchorn demonstrates her firefighting skills 

j First firewoman is 
( a roaring success 


By Chris Rundle 

j: THE flrst woman to 
answer Somerset fire 
:• hrigade’s recruiting call 
: : nas come through her 13 - 
•: week training with flying 
colours. * 

Ruth Watchom, aged 24, is 
:; "° w oneofthela’dslnthe’ 

■: watch at Taunton fire station 
a ” d yesterday she recom- 
g me^nded the job to other 

| ^Buthswappedadeskjob 
with South Somerset district 
:•: council to become the 


county's first female 
fireflghter. 

Watch officer Peter Mafe 
said yesterday: “She has 
dOHevery weflindeed in the 
sno^rt time she has been wlth 

Ruth is a county-class 
??Ì n, ? 1 er .? n<, ? n e *PeHenced 
rock-climber, both of which 
helped her meet the 
brigade's strlngent fitness 
standards. 

was iooking for some- 
thing which would challenge 
me physically and l’ve found 
it, she said. 


Contributions to THE CLARION represent 
the writers’ views. ancl not necessarily 
those of the CLARION or of the 
SOMERSET COMMUNITY DEFENCE 
CAMPAIGN. The aim of the Clarion is to 
be an open discussion journal for the 
labour movement. Please let us have 
YOUR views, ideas, and information 























CAFITALIST ECCNOMIC CONTRADICTIONS. 


Marx and Engels followed Hegel before them inseeing histoiy as a process of 
social change where different forces or sections withion sodety operated in 
opposition or contadiction to one another. These contrafdictions led both to crises 
in societies and to historical change as these crises were resolved. Crists is a word 
that has beenmuch used m trecent years. The worid is presently experiendng the 
third multi-national capitalist recession stnce the 1930's, the flrst two being in 1974 
and 1981 / '82. Below are some of the contradictions that are facmg the worid. 


For the purist, capitalist crisis is rooted m a crisis of profitability when livmg 
labourfthe only source of surplus value) is expelled from the labour process by the 
competitive pressure between capitalist firms leading to a rise in the organic 
compositionofcapitaKtheratiobetweendeadand Hving labour) and a fall in the 
rate ofprofit 

This technical contradiction between the interests of individuas! capitsalists and 
capitahsm as a system has been the source of endless arguements between Marcts. 
A broader, more common sense contrsadiction is often described where each firm 
tries to pay Hs labour force less and less in order to cut costs and raise profits but 
each firm tries to produce more and more commodities to seH to the workers 
employd by othetr firms. Thus the system rests upon a contradictcny requirement 
on the role of labour, on the one hand to woric mfiniteky haid for no money and 
on the other to buy and ever growmg output of commodities. 

Another key contradiction often dted is the confticyt between the fòrces of 
production (in capitalism these are factories, technical knowhow and equipment) 
and thre relations of production or how people relate to each other and the forces 
of production- m capitalism the relations of production are the das system' the 
rulingV class owning the means of production and explcntmbg the proletariat who 
own nothing and have to sell their labour power to live The forces of production 
are continually developing particulariy under capitailism which artifically forces 
forward technical innovation through competftion between fiims. At some point 
the relations of production can become an obstade (or fetter) to the fuH use or 
further development of the forces crf production and then stniggles ensue to 
change the relations of productioa So m the present housing crisis we have 
thopusands of homeless people sleepmg rough, unemployed builders and many 
empty houses. The relations of production, the private ownership of houses and 
the private ownership of the house-buildmg mdustiy for profit prevent the 
obvious solutioa Ultimately a limited change m the relations of production 
(legalised squatting or public sector buildmg) will resolvre the contradiction 

A key contradiction lies in the development m the means of communicatioa 
Broadcasting and mass travel have arisen from technical develop^nents arising 
from war and capitalist competition between capitalist firms. In tum these 
developments have undermined the nation state , the key political institution of 
bourgoios capitalìsm. The intemationalism of worid trade, holidays abroad, mass 
emigrsation and satelite TV, of the Worid Cup and the Olympics has resulted. 

Patrtotlsm and Natlonallsm have been the key Ideologlcal weapon of the ruling 
classestomaintain the loyalty of the society they preside over.The threat to the 
nation state is a threat to their poiitical authority. An intemational ruling class 
means an intemational proletanat, Thre mmers are already close to forming a 
world federation of miniong unions wliich raises the thre possibility of a worid 
ccal strike. Dig deep forthe miners from the Donbas and Vorkuta to Bamsley and 
Mansfield to Kentucky and West Virginia to the South African Rand. At the same 
time the forces of concentration that oblige companies yto become ever larger to 
remaln competltlve ensure that multl-natloonals liave broken out of the bounds 
of natlnal control An Intemational ruling dass is emerging of whon Robert 
Maxwell was an interesting example. These are the days of joint-ventures, multi 
stock-market portfolio investment, produdive capadty in three contlnents and a 
world marketing strategy. 

Wiu. Browm (vt sf. 
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òridg-.v-pter Internsticnel ^eview i:o.2 Local Internat- 
-ional friendship Journal,with socialist input 
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RED BANNER 


A MARXIST JOURNAL 


This Marxist journal and discussion group has 
been set up by trade unioaists in Bristol. The 
group meets regulariy to discuss potitìcal and 
trade union issues frora a wkìer perspective. 
Anyone interested in the Bristol group. or in 
settìng one up in their own area, contact Dave 
Backwith, 35 Shaftestmry Avenue, Montpelier, 
Bristol BS6 5LT (tei 0272 4131S0). 


JOURNALS, NEWSLETTERS & 
NOTICES RECEIVED 


i . e( ^ ■ Satìr.fir no.3 Bristol Karxist Journal ReccommendedB 
ìearchlight April 1992 Anti Fascist Journal. 
ìocialist Review May 1992 SWP Journal. 

■arxism' 1 July '92 SWP Political Education '-feek;Program| 
ffter the election'_ S'-'P pamphlet. 


Green Anarchist Ko 29,plus T shirt/Book/pamphlet list.B 
Mldlife Guardian Spring 1992 Journal of LACS. 


hcialist Apoeal no.2 Journel of Ex-Kilitant TendencyB 
comrades supporting Ted Grant. 
gmpaign iigainst Domestic Vioience no.d. April 1992. 
Relaunching 'Solidarity 'Jetwork'. riaaer by John Laing 
and Mark Metcalf from East London. 

■’U Solida'Vity Grcup Bulletin no.2. 


All availabie on loan from: 

Dave Chapple 
Somerset Clarion Library 
4 Gordon Terraee 
Bridwater, Somerset TA6 5JP 
Tel. 0278 450562 

Please enclose a donation for postage & packing 


Boys don skirts 
in uniform row 


SCHOOLBOYS gave 
teachers a shock 
yesterday when they 
tumed up for lessons 
In skirts in protest at 
uniform rules. 

Flve 16-year-olds from 
Somervale school at 


ttveir knees in support of 
female pupila who are 
barred from wearing 


The gender-bender re- 
belllon, with several girls 
wearlng slacka too. cama 
after months of dlscus- 
sion over whether the 
untform rules shoukf be 


Ing to leesone. 

After dlscusaing the 
sltuahon wtth staff they 
agreed to change back 
Into their usual uniforms 
for aftemoon ciasses. 

Mr Sedgefy saM school 
governors were con- 
siderlng whether girls 
should be alloweo lo 
wear trousers and puolls 
had been tokf the matter 
was under revlew. 

School 


Sedgely dismissed the 
protest as a teenage 
prank and saidthe young- 
sters were soon back m 
their riormal attlre. 

Mr Sedgely sald the 
boys had changed Into 
the glrl’s clothes after 
arrlvfng at school and 


“It seems __ 

dld not reach some puplls 
and regrettabty some of 
them jumped the gun. 

“We explalned the 
sltuatlon to them and they 
responded by appearlrvg 
in school this aftemoen in 
proper unlform.” 

None of the pupils were 
disclpllned anhough Mr 
Sedgely sakf there were 
some matters to be 
discussed on Monday. “ 

8-2-W. 































/7/HRISH post 

Published by The Irish Post Ltd., Uxbridge House, 
464 Uxbridge Road, Haves, Middlesex UB4 OSP. 
(Tel. 081-561 0059;'Fax 081-561 3047). 



The Irish Post is a weekly 
newspaper whose readership 
is_the Irish Coramunity in 
Britain.Its news coverage 
is detailed,intelligent, 
and soraewhat biase^ in 
favour of progressive,left 
wing,or trade union causes, 
as these photographs show; 

It is almost certainly the 
best weekly paper with a 
substantial circulation, 
and should be recuired 
reading for Sritish left 
wingers eager tc educate 
theraselves in Irish politics. 
Crder straight frora news- 
agents. 

Somerset Clarion Editor. 



MOMENTARY RELIEF: The bank strike 
mounted in the Repubiic laet week has 
proved especieliy bttter, whh trade unlon- 
ists alleging management intimldation and 
chiefs In turn accusing striking 
workers of intranslgence. 

Our photographer PAT MANTLE, 
however, captured a rare moment of 
humour on the picket lines outside Allied 


where Siobhan O’Brien combined plcketina 
duties wlth temporary chlidcare for a 
frlend. 

The strike has hit all of the four mafn 
banking groups in Ireland — Allied Irish, 
Bank of Ireland. Uister Bank and the 
National Irish bank, but has not at ali affect- 
ed Bntish branches of Irish banks. [|.>f.^ 





























Stop Woodspring’s Council house sell off ! 



Council Eatate, '.-/raxall. 

w-i •(••rinji liiotrittl Counfiil i& spourfiiii) 
£300.000 oi Couiicil Ioiio.iU' u.oi.oy iu 
»!-l !' 1« 5»*?r-.uo«lll fhcm Io volo lor !i 

%oU.,lus. il.» oivciwuy. 

iu !9/l lli«* Council iuheriled llic liouiiing 
sioci ouili up sincc ilic I9?0s. Currcnlly 
lliiiis uro 11000 liouscs or llols, plus 
guroycs, suvcrol urca olliccs ourl cvcn 
rows ul sliops on modern estatcs. Iliis job 
lol lios bccu lnocied tiown to u E/b.l 
fiifllion borgoiu sum - on ovcrogo ot EbOOO 
pcr alwclling. Somc ol llicsc houscs ore 
nol lliu Irudilional council lypo. For 
cxomplc in Porfislicod some stone-built 
VicloriaiM liouscs m prime positions woulal 
lclcll wcll i ii cscoss of £1000 eocli. 

WUI I HLl 0IHCF 

lli« liopòlul Cl.io I -1xeculivc designule of 
lliu iiow llousing Associolion. Ilic former 
Oircclor ol llousing for Woodspring, is ot 
prcsui.l luting life cosy, iu o rcnt-free 
ollicc. providcd. complctc willi Sccrelory. 
Iiy llic Council - solorics paid lor by Ibe 
poor le.iouts. 

01 courso Ibe eorlier bouses in Ihis oreo 
Vf cac buill lor u few liundred pounds. and 
orc poid lor by now. Ihcso housos orc 
nnw subsidising thc renis ol llie losl unils 
lo b«: buiil. Thurc is nolliing wrong with 
thul. 


Allliougli Woodspring, iii llio inoin. Iiuu beon 
o <ji)od londlord rogording mointuiioiico 
ond rcpoirs. over roconl yoors millions 
liovo liooii tuLcu Iroin hnusing acuounts, 
going inlo gcnoral rolo lund or fo Itocp 
llic l*oII lox down. I liovo novor lioord o 
llousiiig Cliuirman or Diroclor plootl lor 
iliis moncy lo bc Iropl lor IIouuìikj. Ii j« 
obvious liousing liiioncos would bt: in o 
iuucli Itcllor slolu. but lor Ihis pluiidcriug. 
Ncvcrlliclcss. llicrc is El/ million hold Irom 
solos wliich cenlrol guvoriimaiil will nol 
ollow Ilic council lo spuud. 

Illll I) h IHIIS.il D ILAM 

llic ucw ilousiug Associuiion will liurdly bc 
o v.'collhy, hcnllhy cliild, wilh o E/b million 
dflbl Io bc poid hock lo llio bonlts. Hcnls 
<: olloclctl unnuolly umouill lo EIS! milliou. 
odtniiiir.irolioii <ind rcpoiro • nnod l<> bc 
doducrcd Irom lliio. Ilioro is. <>l course. a 
ruliuble worklorcu. wliicli will bo lorced 
lo 4jt> privolc i ii oriler lo t.ompolc lor 
moint ciioiico work. A Iriod ond trusled 
Icoiii will Ixi brokcn up. 

Wo sliould bo tclling llie lory govornmenl 
lo lel locul couucils spcnd Ihe mouey 
olrcody hcld. Il would bo modnoss for 
councils lo scll oll Iheir goldon ossots to 
privoe concerns wlio could end up 
bonkrupl. 


COUIICILLOR 


BRIAN 


JENNINGSILABOUR. 


) 
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Blaughter of the Firal Vorld 
War ceaoed, on the 4th of 
November 1919 William Parry, 
a homeleBo diBeharged ooldier,” 
waa dragged from Newton 
oridge archeo near Bath. That 
oame day he died in hoBpital, 
having explained that he had 
crawled under the arch for 
Bhelter and lain there 
without food for 17 dayo. 

Here wae the ouffering of the 
diBcharged ranlt and file at 
ito moot extreme. In many 
other caseo ooldierB were 
returning to unemployment 
and dole, and aoking 
themoelveB if thi B was the 
truth behind Lloyd Georgee 
promioe of a land fit for 
heroeo. 

ln Briotol demobbed 

Bervicemen Btarted organÌBÌng 
againBt their unemployment 
They were organiBing in a 
Britam wracked by mutinieo 
and Btrikea--even large 
oectionB of the Poliee were 
on otrike. A number of 
mutinieo on Britioh ooil oaw 
red flag raioed and 
eoldierB councilB formed; a 
Canadian mutiny in Waleo 
began with the cry; *Come on, 
you BolBhevikBj* ttany Britioh 
ond Irioh workero looked on 
enviouoly at the Ruooian 
Revolution. Derry had a 
maooive riot. BelfaBt Btruck. 
L n . Clouceoter gaol a Sinn 
Fein MP died on hunger 
Btrike. 

wWierB from 
the White City camp marched 
on the Council Houoe to 
demand an end to unfair 
puniohmentB. The worklng 
claoo faced up to the otate 
and bbw it otf; a march of 
hundredo of 'Red Flag’ 
Binging Btriking dockerB 

Burrounded the Council 

Houee and opread the Btrike 
to all BrÌBtol*B tranoport 
workerB till the Home Office 
wbb wired and that oame day 
Freed a docker jailed for a 
month for etealing two fallen 
ippleB. ThiB was juBt one 
local flkirmioh in an 
unprecedented working cIbbb 
pffenBlve la ?rltain. aaBÌated 
ey the rcroiutionnrr were 

"t' e r Pl I9l/. thr ° U8h Barope 

In 1919 Brltaln waa pragnant 
with revolutionary poBBibilitiefl- 
-an hintorical reality which 
haB been ByBtematically kept 


from ub to auBtain the myth 
It couldn t happen here’--and 
though Briatol wae hardly the 
focuB, an eiamination of the 
responBe of the Left here to 
the aetlvltieB of ei 
Bervicemen’e mobiliBationB haa 
a direct relevance to any 
BoeialiBt Loday who ìb BeriouB 
about what to do to prepare 
for future revolutionary 
poBBibilitieB. 

Branches of a number of ei- 
Bervicemen’a organiBationB 

were set up in Brifltol-- 
ìncluding the jairly 

reactionary ComradeB of tke 
Great Var. a BriatÌBh 
Feaeration, a National 
Federation and the left ioh 
International Union of Ei- 
Servieemen. Moot of their 
memberflhipB were amalgamated 
under the auBpiceB of a 
Grand Federal Council. baBed 

The powcr of the printed word; some of tl 
of the trades union agitation in theforces. 


at 4 Colfltan St. with a Bmall 
full-time etaff. There wbb a 
rough and ready democracy 
enacted at regular open air 
meetingB at the Ropewafk. 

On a number of accountB 
small conceBBionB were wrung 
from local authoritieB: an 
open air market for ei- 
aervicemen to Bell produce 
and the ei-aervicemen were 
allowed to play a aeparate, 
heavily funded role in local 
Peace Celebrationa (in Lutcn 
they were refuoed and they 
burnt down the Town Hall. 
Headline: ’BolflhevikB of 

Luton.’). Playing a critical 
roie in making Bure there was 
no Luton ìn Briotol wbb 
Alderman Frank Sheppard. Hìb 
mayoralty in 1917 W been 
Labouro firat in Brifltol. A 
rank chauvinlat durìng the 
war, he addreBBed recruitment 
the period 
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meetingB. Hìb mayorolty wae 
crucial in integrating the 
local Labour leaderflhip into 
the eBtabliflhment. The 
Weetern Daily PreBB praised 
hia. 'partieuìar effarta ta 
induce citizenB to approach 
induBtrial problems in what 
may be termed reconfltruction 
Bpirit.* In reBponaie to theee 
efforta ‘Bpontaneouflly aroBe 
(the) desire bjr admirere to 
make a suitable gift.‘ These 
admirerB were the Preeident 
of the Chamber of Commerce. 
Hon. Sec. of the Rotary Club, 
etc. and the gift was 
preBented by the Biahop. 

Àlderman Sheppard repaid 
hifl benefactorfl generouely. 
Àlwaye present with the Tory 
Mav or in reception of varioug 
delegationB of Btrìkere and ei- 
Bervicemen during 1919, 
Sheppard wae able to more 
credibly deflect anger. To the 
Àpril 12th delegation he wbb 
able to claim, and be believed, 
‘The Lord Maj ror and Council 
(both Tory. DB h PS) would 
do all they could, but it was 
the government that wanted 
gingering up (hear, hear!).‘ 

Within the Labour Party 
Sheppard’fl politica were 
oppofled by the Independent 
Labour Party (ILP) whose 
moBt prominent locel leader 
wbb Walter Àylefl-they had 
oppofled the war (though 
largely on pacifiBt grounde) 
and their object wae 'to 
flocially own and control the 
means of life.’ 

The relationB between the ex- 
Bervicemen's organÌBatione and 
the Labour and trade union 
movement were contradictory. 
Àlthough many of the ex- 
Bervicemen were trade 
unionistB and eome of the 
rhetoric of their leaders 
( those who made millionB 
whìle thouBande were dying 
shall be made to pay. They 
flhall pay, they wilf pay!*J 
wbb anti-ruling clasB, the 
dominant idea among their 
organiflationB that 'clofled 
flhop' unioniBation was 
kecping them out of work 
wbb never properly 

challenged by the unione or 
by the left-wingerB among 
the ex-Bervicemen. 

Thie wbb exacerbated by the 
failure of either the Labour 
Party or the trade union 
leaderBhip to offer anything 
to the unemployed ex- 
Bervicemen. 


The 

municipalieation of variouo 
BerviceB, propoBed by the 
Labour Party (from bb far to 
the right bb Sheppard) wbb 
echoed by the ex eervicemen, 
but this wbb tied to 
electoraliBm. The Labour 
Party had nothing to offer 
in the way of leaderehip to 
those ex-flervicemcn who 
wanted to do something NOW 
about jobB. There wbb a 
vague promiee of future 
publie workfl job creation, 
but neither an analysia that 
it wae the capitaliflt Bysten*' 
itaelf that created 

unemployment and had to be 
replaced, nor an immediatc 
Btrategy to mobiliae employed 
and unemployed agaìnBt 
jobleBBneBB. 

Even on the left of the 
Labour Party, Walter Àylea 

S reBident of BrÌBtol Labour 
irty) pushed the idea in 
hifl pamphlet 'The Hell of 
Unemployment' that 

unemployment wbb due to a 
crioÌB of under-conflumption— 
in other wordo, a criflis 
aolvable by a rediatribution 
of wealth--rather than a 
Marxist analyBÌB of a ctìbìb of 
over-production (more 

produced than can be sold at 
a profit) that ìb both 
reeurring and inevitable in a 
capitaliflt economy. Àb R. 
Whitfield in hifl theflia 'The 
Labour Movement in Brietol 
1910 1939' explained: 'there 
was nothing diBtinctively 
BocialiBt about his under 
consumptioniBt theory, for it 
waB largely borrowed from 
the progreBflive liberal viewa 
of d.À. Hobflon...unemployed 
delegatea at the TradeB 
Council conference answered 
hifl Bpeech with the retort: 
‘It’n^the old Liberal gag' • The loeal 

demonBtrationiB 'to wrìng 
concesBionB out of the 
authoritieB and rough 
democracy were characterised 
by an unnerving volatility. 
àb late bb May 1920 the 
Brifltol MinerB’ agent Charlie 
Gill told a May Day demo: 1l 
ìb time the Labour Party’s 
policy (on unemployment) wbb 
clearly enunciated...Everybody 
hafl aelayed on thifl queetion, 
including trade unioniatB, who 
have not realifled the danger 
and taken too little notice of 
the unemployed...the 

DiBcharged Soldierfl’ Federation 
would do much good by 
taking their part in the 
Labour Movement...* 


The ex-Berviccmen’D leaderBhip 
offered no revolutionary 
alternative to Labour e 
electoraliBm deflpite their 
streel methuda. Indeed, 
immediately after the Luton 
eventB werc followcd by 
copycat riotB in Swindon. 
Coventry, Wolverhampton and 
Bilston, the Grana Federal 
Council called a meeting al 
the Ropewalk where Mr G.R. 
Hood called on memberB ’not 
to be diflcouraged, or 
prejudice their poaition by 
allowing diBcontent to lead 
jJ.hem into doing anything 

draBtic or premature.* Jack 
Linton, a high-profile 
demogogue, diverted Lhe anger 
of the membere to ’the 
queetion of the employment 
of female labour on the tramB.’ 

Before DriverWheeler Linton’s 
divertisBement could become a 
three act drama, a national 
Btrike on the railwavB 
erupted in September 1919 
throwing the movement into a 
criBifl of identity. 

In Gillingham and Yarmouth 
ex-Bervicemen’B organieationB 
vowed to break the 
Btrike...waB thifl the way the 
Bristol Council ehould go? As 
atreet fighterfl for the atate 
and the Right (like the 
Freicorps in Germany)? Or 
should they mobilifle 

themflelveB in aolidarity with 
the railworkera as part of an 
anti-government militancy? 

Forcefl ranged on either Bide 
of the queetion around 
Brietol prior to the railway 
etrike took up defensive 
poBitions, more concerned 
about the threat of the other 
than the poBBÌbility for 
themBelvee. Earlier in 

September, local trade unions 
had organioed a 

demonBtration to Bupport the 
demobilieed unempfoyed in 
Thornbury. Garmeton of the 
dockerB’ union Lold the crowd 
that in ÀuBtralia ‘attemptfl 
were being made to use the 
aoldierfl to crueh labour. The 
eame wbb being done in the 
Motherland.' 

On the other Bìde of the 
tracka an ex-Bervicemen’fl 
meeting in PortiBhead had 
been arranged by the ’great 
and good', doctore, clergy, 
etc. Between musical numberB 
Mr. E.H.C. Wethered told the 
audience ’moflt of the 
troubles have been through 
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forces in the Civil 
War. 

induDtritl grievanceD and 
irritationD being exploited for 
political ende (hear.hear). The 
comparativeljr omall number 
who oympathioed with the 
doctrinee of Lenin and 
Trotoky had inflamed men 
who were ouffering from 
grievanceo to drive their 
revolutionary echemeo. 

Everything which could be 
done to eteady public opinion 
and bring about a better 
underotanding between all 
claDDeo flhould be done 
(applauoe).* 

In the event the Briotol 
leaderohip aat on the fence. 
The Brietol Comradeo of the 
Great War reDolved to 
’oboerve an attitude of Dtrict 
neutrality.’ At a joint 
meeting with rail otrikero at 
the Ropewalk the ex- 

Dervicemen ’expreosed 

oympathy with the 

railwaymen in their trouble.’ 
Sadly, there io no record of 
any attempt to intervene in 
thiD meeting to win the ex- 
oervicemen from their 
neutrality into oolidarity 
action. 

There were revolutionarieo in 
Briotol capable of ouch an 
intervention. but they had 
no organlDBtion. There wao 
G.W. Brown, the Briotol 
Organioing Secretary of the 
N.U.R.--B man who had 
defended Trotoky from the 
floor of the Labour Party 
Conference in 1918, heckling 


Kereneky. a wùrksr she had 
told hie union conference in 
Plymouth: ’There io a 

connection between Wineton 
Churchill’D attitude on the 
RuDDlan queotlon and hiD 
attitude ao far ao a 
railwaymen’D otrike io 

concerned. You are never 
going to get economic 
emancipation of the working 
cIbbbcd except on the linee of 
international working cIbdd 
oolidarity (loud cheere). We 
wlll no doubt be called 
BolDhevikD...but when that 
term io applied we are being 
honoured (cheero). They uoed 
to call ud SocialiBtD but 
nowadaye to call ud SocialiotD 
ìb to make ub look too 
respectable (laughter). The 
only difference ìd that 
BolsheviDm ìd Socialiom with 
ito working cIbbb clothee on ( 
(laughter) 

Yet it wbb still a full year 
away that Brown would reoign 
hiB Labour oeat on Briotol 
Council bb a member of an 
independent revolutionary 

party - the Communiot Party. 
ln 1919 there were 
revolutionarieB in Briotol but 
they had no organioation 
capable of organioing the 
crucial work of intervention. 

The one intervention that wbb 
made wbb a tragi-comic one 
from the Labour right. John 
Noble, who had only the 
month before chaired a 
Labour Party organÌBed rally 


for ex-oervicemen in KeynBham, 
and wqb PreBident of tne local 
Britioh Federation of 

DemobiliBed SoldierB and 
SailorB, wired the Prime 
Minister from the addreBo of 
the Grand Federal Council: *I 
and my 7,600 members back 
law ana order up to the hilt. 
Support you all the way. 
Could help you more perhaps 
than you imagine..’ Despite 
hia denial that he was caliing 
for Dtrike-breaking, he was 
expelled from the Grand 
Feaeral Council on the 
following day and a copy of 
the motion for hio expulaion 
wao oent to the Btrike 
committee (ASLEF/NUR). 

Outoide of the Council’B aegio, 
in the Brietol Men'e Club, 
there wbb an attempt to 
promote Btrike-breaking among 
ex-Bervicemen. Àt a meeting 
at the Dove and Crown Hotel 
in Brideowell Street, Brother 
Weotlake oaid, ’àb they joined 
up in 1914 to save the 
country from their enemieo 
without, now they ought to 
do their beet to help the 
Government oave the country 
from their enemieo within.. 
The attempt wbb defeated on 
the groundo that the Men’s 
Club wbb a eocial one and 
could take no political Btand 
and did not wioh to confront 
trade unionÌDts amongBt ito 
members. 

The fence-oitting of the 
Grand Federal Council 
(Btablised by the exnulDion of 
Noble and the lack of any 
real challenge from left or 
right) wbb typical of a 
leaderohip which wbd loBing 
itD authority among ito rank 
and file. By Spring 19E0 the 
Briotol Times and Mirror could 
report: ’The men are now 

wnolly diDDatiafied with recent 
actionB of two or three of 
thooe to whom they have 
looked for guidance in 
connection with their 
organiBation...there ìb an 
International Union of Ex _ 
oervicemen to which a 
number of the men have 
allied themBelveo.’ 

Under preooure from the 
International Union, the 
Federal Council’B leadership 
had organioed a Berieo of 
marcheB to workplaceB where 
thev demanded the 

replacement of women workerB 
by ex-aervicemen. Theoe were 
well attended, but the ’old 
guard’ leaderDhip could not 
control their momentum. 
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A large march to the offices 
of the Bristol Tr&mwayu 
CompanY on the 26th of 
April had no eooner heard 

Jack. Linton announce that 
their delegation had met vith 
failure than a voice behind 
the banner at the front of 
the march wao heard to ohout: 
Xet ‘0 haye them off!* A crowd 
of *eome thoueando* ran down 
Clare Street towardo the 

Tramwayo Centre fighting with 
police on the wey. There 

began two dayo of attaclco on 
the trame, windowo were 
brolcen, Lrame were burnt. 
Claohee with poiice occurred 
in Old Market and St. Phillipo. 

On the 28th the Tramway 
boooeo gave in and gaye the 

• omen a week’o notice. The 
male drivero threatened to 
otrike, but thev were given 

no lead. The left'e pooition 
wao appalling--it wbb the ’left’ 
International Union which a 
few dayo later would raioe 
the rea flag at the head of 
the ex-oervicemen’o May Doy 
march which wao aggreoeively 
leading the call for women to 
be oacked. Trade union 
leaderB could declare, like 
Charlie Gill: ’To put one 

peroon out of wcrk in order 

to put another in io not 
going to oolve the 

unemployment queotion.’ And 
Bristol Labour Party warned 

that the aacking would ’throw 
thouoando of women into 
grave eocial _ao well as 

eeonomic danger.* But no one 
ouggeeted actually defending 
the women and fighting to 
keep their jobfl. 

The defence of women’B 

employment had to be central 
to any workero' movement in 
1919. The ruling cIbbo wao 
orcheotrating a centralioed 
campaign to drìve women 

workero into lower paid, 

ioolated, unorganised 

employment or back into the 

home. 

Government bodieo were oet 

up to promote ’oeryice' ao an 
attractive employment, dole 
payments to unemployed 
women were BYotematically 

reduced. The Ministry 01 

Reconotruction’o oub committee 
on Training of Women tried to 
have ’oervice’ recognioed as ’a 
ekilled occupation.* 

Anyone who doubto the 

centralioation of the capitaliet 
otate (or the neceooity of a 

centralioed-and democratic-- 
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party to lead the omaohing of** 
it) ohould read the preoo of 
1919. Article after article 
extolled the virtueo of ’oervice, 
advertioing the 'new 
attitude’ of employero to their 
BervantB--*far from being the 
drudgery it hao been depicted 
domeotic oervice in the future 
will be more healthful and 
comfortable than factory 

life...* (Briolol Timeo and 
Mirror)--and evoking oexual 
otereotypeo againot women in 
induotrv: *Ie Romance Dead 

Àmong Women Workero?’ 

À Women’o Bureau wao oet up 

at Briotoro Employment 
Exchange *and membero of 
otaff are going carefully 
through the liot of women 
elaiming benefit oo ao to 
aocertain how many have had 
previouo experience in 

houoehold work. To them 

placeo will be offered and 

applìcanto who refuoe them 
wiH sssss to receive 
unemployment benefit.* At the 
PoBt Oifiee ’married women 
will firot be diopenoed with bb 
it ìb felt that their home 

duties ahould call for the 
whole of their time or at any 
rate the greater part.* (BrÌBtoi 
Timefl & Mirror 16.2.19) 

In the face of thia onolaught-- 
Beeking to drive a wedge 
between female and male 

workers while delivering blowB 
to working cIbbb women’e 
atrength in the workplace 

whieh would bruioe the whole 
cIbbb- there wbb little 

principled reBiBtance. 

Women who had gained 
confidence through working in 

organifled, unioniaed 

workplacefl during the War 
were very hofltile to any 
return to _ ’Bervice’. Even in 
landwork ’very few young 

women have bo far desired to 
give it up.* 


But thcre wbb no 
leaderBhip for them in 
Briatol b labour movement. 
Individual women might 
expreBB their oppoeition to 
the onfllaught, ouch bb *Two 
conductreBoeo’ who wrote to 
the Weotern Daily Preoo; *..we 
ohould like the Comradeo of 
the Great War to know that 
in moBl caoeo our 

reoponoibilitieo are equal to 
theiro, for we have othere 
dependent on our earningo 
and homeo to keep partly or 
entirely." Theoe oentimento 
were echoed by Labour Party’o 
women’o organiootiono, but no 
leaderohip wao forthcoming. 

At a Round Table Conference, 
under the chairmanohip of 
the Lord Mayor, C.T. Lewio of 
Briotol Tradeo Council 
proteoted at the 

indiBcriminate diBmÌBsol of 
women' (our emphaBia) but did 
not diBBent from a reoolution 
put by Jack Linton for ‘the 
reinstatement of adult male 
labour. It wbb the manner 
rather than the oubBtance of 
the attack on women to which 
the Tradee Couneil objected. 

On the Brietol Committee of 
the War PenBionB Office--one 
of a plethora of joint boarde 
which aerved to incorporate a 
bureaucratie layer of workero’ 
repreflentativeB during the 
war--local trade union leaders 
Gìll and Lawton objected to 
’forcìng all young women into 
domefltic alavery.* But 
sentiments expreosed in 
committe found no expreooien 
in action outside. 

The women b local union 
leader H. Clark condemned ‘ill- 
advised and cowardly action 
againet defenceleBB women* 
but went on to reveal that 
their own United Vehicle 
Workera Union had becn 



Anti-capitaìist cartoons like this one in Syhxa 
Pankhurst's 'Workers Dreadnought' fuelled 
fears that retuming troops wouìd fall easy 
prey to reoolutionary agitators. 













trying to negotiate the 
removal of the vomen at a 
(yet another!) joint 

uniun/boooeB forum, but hed 
met reeiotance from the 
boBoeB (who were paying the 
women lower rates). 

The main left organÌDation, 
the ILF, failed to intervene-- 
itB weakneBB deocribed today 
by a Briotol ILF member ot 
the 1920’a, Danny Price: 
’Onfortunately, although bb a 
propaganda unit within the 
Labour Party the ILF was 
effective, ito cardinal 

weaknesB wao ito lack of 
conteact with the Trade 
Union Movement. Thuo, 
although we had the 
neceeBary conditiono for 
revolutionBry change, the 
maBD of aiocontent of the 
embittered ea eervicemen were 
led into a diveroity of 
channelo. The etruggle for 
iobB became a otruggle against 
female labour.* 

ln the abeence of either a 
leaderohip of the women in 

defence of their jobe or an 
intervention by BocialiBtB 

arguing for that defence, 
claee politico in Briotol were 
Lripped, tangled and 

incapacitated by Bexism. Thio 
ìb captured in the confuoion 
of G. Gìlmore, a leader of the 
lnternational Unlon of Ex- 

eervicemen: ’lt hae been 

suggested I and my colleagues 
are out to declare a sex war 


or 'a cIbbb war’....that we have 
declared a cIbbb war ia quite 
true, but the cIbbb we have 
declared war againot are the 
employero, who we find are 
exploiting labour by keeping 
women in jobB...previouBly 

filled by men, and are paying 
oweated wages...we do not 
intend to otand by and watch 
them (the oacxed women 
tramway workero) otarve...’ 
Gilmore eaw the exploitation 

of both men and women, then 
divided the one cUbb that 

could eliminate it. 

The pooition wbb cataBtrophic, 
but it was general. Even the 
ILP’b paper ’The Briotol 

Forward’ had blandly 

commented on the training of 
women clerko in 1916: 'The 
trade unionB think it io 

another menace to their 
minimum wage and to the iobB 
of the men if and when they 
come back.’ The left was 

echoing the concernB of the 
ruling cIbbb. 

There wbb a oimilar echo of 
racÌBt ideao. There wao little 
hope for a left which had to 
break ex-Boldiero from the 

imperialiot drivel of the Ven. 

Àrchdeacon of Swindon who at 
the Briotol Cathedral memorial 
oervice organiBed by ex- 
Bervicemen’B organioationB 

preached a paean to the 

Britieh Empire: ’a free 

BBBoeiation of peopleB...under 


the protection of the Empire 
until they can think and act 
diBcreetly for themoelveB,’ if 
the lLP paper could, 
jIUguBtingly, announce: 

During one week recently no 
leeo than six tranoportB left 
Avonmouth manned and 

otewarded by Chineoe while 
British oeamen and stewards 
were walking the BtreetB out 
of work.’ 

Ànti Chinese riote in the East 
End of London in June 1919 
and anti-Arab riots in Cardiff 
led by medal-wearing ex- 
aervicemen were ueeful 

diverBÌonfl for the ruling cIbbb 
in a potentially revolutionary 
Bituatlon. 


Spry of the Navy League to 
Bristol Rotsry Club in June 
1919 Bhowa juBt how the 
ruling claBB capitalieeB on 
raciem to attack all workero: 

We ohould oee that (our) men 
were found employment on 
Britiah ohipB and that their 

f ooition wao not Bwamped by 
oreigners, and oppose the 
Belfieh policy of the Dockero 
Union at Avonmouth in 
barring Beamen from labour 
aehore while they were kept 
waiting for a flhip. 


How could the Left break 
workere and ex-oervicemen 
from backwardneBB if they 
echoed it? In January 1919 











Unemployed and ex-soldiers' struggles in Bristol after VVorld W,h I 


<JBck Linton wao to be found 
in Bath addreBBing a meeling 
in proteBt at the employment 
or a German worker at a Bath 
rirm. In July Luke Bateman, 

local ILP leader, at a large 
meeting at Bedniinater Hippoarome, 
aent fratemal greetinga to ’the 

working claBS movemer.t of Italy 
eurd France.’ But what of 

Germany'a workerB? GreetingB 

were Kt or. the bamo of the 
oosBes aliianeeB, not on the basÌB 

of internationai working claBB 

BoUdarity.' Right-wing Labour 

echoea the boBBea and they in 
turn were echoed by the Labour 

The failure to defend women 
workers was a dieaater not only 
for BociaiietB, but aiso for the ez 
aervicemen'B movement; for by 

late Ì920 unemploymer.t waa no 
longer u predominantly ez~ 

aerviceman 0 concem, and 
throwing womer. workers on the 
dote waa hardly a good atart to 
broadening the base of the 
movement. Within a year, the 
main amalgamated forcea of the ex- 
Bervieemen had dropped oDen 
politicB and formecf 1 Briatol's 
Britiah Legion aa a Bocial ana 
benevoient aBeociation. 

The ìeBBOQB for BocialiBtB today 
are ciear- and etiil urgent: the 
-abpur Party'a reformism (the way 
it iookB to Pariiament ana the 
Councii Chamber rather than the 
working claas to change thingB) 
ana tne role it playB in the atate 
apparatUB madfeB it an obstacie to 
BocialiBm—the history of 19L9 
demonBtrateB that even Lhe ieft 
of the Labour Party wiil ieap or 
tumble to the defence of the 
state unieaa it breakB from that 
party. 

Whiie the right wing of the 
^abour movement neceaaariiy 
rer.ectB the .deas of the ruling 
ciasa, Lf the left refiecte the ideas 
of the La'bour right Ifor examDÌe, 
the aeparation of the political 
irom tne economic, aa in the 
refuBaì _ of Left political 
prganiwttions to intervene -- 
interfere' - - in trade union 
struggieB) it will laek the means 
of breaking _ workera from what 
i«arx ca;Ied the muck of ages"— 
e.g. racism, sexiam etc. 

UnleBB women’B liberation is piaced 
at the centre of ciasB polities, 
aueh poiitics limp on one llfeleoB 
ieg- trlpB ana Btumbiee are 
inevitable. SuDDort for women'B 
s.-aaricipatl5&, sven th* sset 
profound desire for, or deepest 
anaiyeiB of it are ail a cheap 'and 


savage trick on that liberation, if 
they arc not aceompanied by the 
materiaì poiiticB to take that 

iiberatlon to the heart of the 
eiasB struggie and win it there. 

The adKnce Ln 1919 of a 
revolutionary party abie to 
intervene ByBtematicaiiy at erucial 
momentB, auch ub the joint rail 
strikers/ex-aervicemer.B meeting, 
or ai tne poBBibiiity of the maie 
tram drivera striking in defence 
of their women coiieagueB, waa 

aÌBaBtrouB, Here Ib the miBsing 
link of 1919— an orgamaation 
centraiifled enough to maintain 
unity of action againBi both the 
centraliaed atate and the unity 
of _ the ruling ciasB, an 
organiaation democratlc enough to 
learn from the working ciaae in 
atruggle -- a revolutionary party. 

Ab a footnote to thia hiatory an 
incident in September 1921 
iuuBtrateB much of our argument. 
Unemployment had doubled in 
Bristol, the BrÌBtol branch of the 
CommunlBt Party—a truly 
revolutionary, but atill tiny 
party of 2,000 nationally-won a 
piace in the leaderahip of a 
number of loeal demonstrationB 

involying the atorming of the 
uuaraianB, the raiBing of the red 
uag and the deciaration ’we have 
tned eyerything from a peaceful 
Btandpolnt and today we are 
going to try another.' 

In a matter of days 'the more 
moderate leaderahip of the 
Labour movement had beec 
succeBBfui In wreBting control of 
the campaign from the rank and 
Tile leadership." (Whitfield) But 
that leadership waa delivered not 
bv Sneppard or Linton, but by 
Waltcr Àylee of the LP wbo 
explained: 1 wiahed to prevent 
violent methods of obtaining 
reform...to adopt purely pacififlt 
meaBureB ana’ aet conBtitutionally.' 

AyleB 1 Intervention handed over 
the unempioyed movement for co - 
ootion by the right-wing TradeB 
Uoancil Secretary Parker in a 
joint leadership with es Bervices 
old handa like Linton. They did 
their work for the ruling cÌobb 
wen aa the Chairman of the 
Board of GuardianB deBcribed 
thss bsth perssaaiiy a= very 
yaiuable m keeplng the men in 
eheca;. 

What did, and still do, paes for 
accep<.able IdeaB on much of the 
Left-pacifiam, ueing the Btate S end 
(Parliament, Councii) as the 
appropriate meanB to reform, an 
ambivaient bargain/hate 



relatXonahip to the Labou^Party 
which bouncee between poiiticai 
conceaBiona and oerBonal rejection, 
floiidarity as ar. er.d in Ltflelf, 
that interventionB are an 
Interference in the rightful 
domain of other workers, the 
unfortunate neceBBlty to reBpect 
workerB patriotic and famiiy 
BenaiDil:ti.e3 heìped to Bquander 
the potentiai for aocialiat 
revolution in 1919. 

In 1920 the newly formed 
Communiflt Party had the ideaa 
and were developing the political 
practice to Beize the time, but 
the opportunity of 1919 had 
paaBed. _ When the next ehance 
eame in 1926, StalinÌBm would 
hand the General Strike to Bevin, 
ThomaB and betrayal. The taBk of 
buiiding a revolutionary BocIaliBt 
party in time for the next 
chance remaina the fundamental 
auty of all Bocialiata today. 

DAVS BACKWITH ic PHH SMITH 
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Socialism & Reìigion-a debate 



A Reply To an Angry Aliicist 

I thank J.L. Baxtcr for his vitriolic 
rejoinder to my article. However. I do 
objecl to being declared sexist on tlie 
basis of my use of a word which 
everybody who speaks English should know 
carries a common gender in such 
incidcnccs Inevertheless, I shall be more 
careful in futurc). I spent quitc a bit ot 
energy and patieuce to make o cleur 
distinction in my article betwcen 'real' or 
essential religion and tlie religion uphcld 
and propagatcd by the Cliurch. which is 
really inspired by political motivotions. J.L. 
Baxter. as if he had never reud the orficle 
ol all, immediately slainmed the two back 
together ond fried fo make a mockcry of 
everything I wos suying. As lo liis 
assertion tliut evcrytliing in the universe 
can be understood by unoided human 
invesfigalion. I doubt it. It is a brave 
illusion, but there yet remoins o veil 
before our intcllect. despite tlie continued 
and pcrsistenr probings ot science. whiclt 
obscures from our visiou llie original 
couses of things. We talk of the 
phenomenon called life. bui wc don't know 
whot if is. We spcak of knowledgu. bul wc 
hoven'l como onywhere neor to an 
understanding ot whof constitutes 
consciousness. which is tlie very foculty of 
knowledgc. After many centuries of hord 
labour in reseorch and ccience. peopic will 
rclurn lo God for Ihe answer lo Ihc whys 
and wherefores. ond there they shall find 
it. Albeit. by that time. the concept of 
God will have progressed far beyond the 
childish conceptions of today. In fact. it is 
our grcatest scicntists and proqrcssive 
thinkcrs who ure forging the way. Many of 
the grcotest scicntific brains of our 
century werc and ore theisfs. I mcdc a 
clear worning nol to tiirow out llie baby 
with flie bath water. I repeat that worning 
and rcst my case. 

Ci SVE WYNM 1992 


Whon sociolisls iousidu> religiou, llic muiu 
arcos of aUcntion oro the churchcs ond 
fheir repressive role down thc eges. thc 
use of religion to reinlorce the dominam 
idcology and the bigofries and hotreds 
religion provides n niorelistic jusfilication 

for. Ihis allows Ihose witli a sliglifly 
bclter intcllect thon your overage god- 
bothercr to seek fho ebsrracl ond dcflccl 
Ihe argumcnt oway Irom the pructical 

realities of rcligion in oction. It's quite 
cosy: you just specl out a lond of mysticai 
crop. sprinkle oil some prefentious phruscs 
to make yoursclf scem more important and 
knowledgeable rhon 'ordinnry man' Iwhut 

obout ordinury womun?) and you rescuo 
religion from the reality ol rcligious 

proctice. 


Rf LIGIOUS MYrilS 

Ihe uuderlying fundameiital principle of 
rcligion is the subjugation of huinunity ro 
an oll-powerful dcily in whalevcr fortn. In 
the abstroct, this mcans a voluntory giving 
up of your own mind lo llic slupiditics of 
whatever religious myths you may choosc. 
and in concrete reality it meous the 
horrors ol the inquisirion elc. Tliey ure 
fundamentally the somc. and thereforc we 
musf reject both. Ihe ouihor coNdemns 
himsell end liis argument. not only with liis 
scxism. but by creoting an intolcroblc 
hierarchy in his vcry tirsl parograph: 
'Religion is revealed to mun (sic) flirough 
the mediumship of seers whose perccpfion 
ot rcality is expandcd beyond that of 
ordinury inun fsic)." 


It is indicolive ot flie stale «1 Ihe Sociolisl 
movomenl ot present that this silly 
nonsensc is even occorded the respect of 
scrious dcoote. fho moderoting inrluence 
ol religiou iu llie liistory of Ihe cluss 
struggle is well recorded. and thc orticle 
by Clive Wynu should stand os an exotnplc 
ol post mUtokes. Ilove we learnt froin 
history? 

'.VIIY WIIY ? 

! wniched a debote between scicnce ond 

mystilying jurgon fr.nii bolii llio 
theelegians nnd tlie s*»le 'i!he ; st. an 
inlcresiing ponil como up. Ihe theologiuns 
had adoplcd tìic toclic of conceding to 
scienco 011 


asserfing thot whilst science can onswer 
’how?’ only God can answer 'why?’. The 
atheist come back wifh thc qucstion: "Why 
do you nccd a why?* If thcn occurred to 
me thaf the question of 'Wliy wliy?' is a 
very imporlant onc. Religion is creafed by 
humaniry osking why: Why do we exisl? 
Why do we suffer poverty. wor ond 
oppression? Why are some rieh and 
powerful and others not? 


RELIGION A HUMAN CREATION 
In the absence of answers lo tliese 
queslions ti.e. that all suffering, 
oppression and wor is creofed by humanily. 
and tliat only humonity con solve these 
problems) religion was crealed. If wc 
can't explain something, we make things 
up! Religion ond evcry scpara^c aspcct ot 
religion. includiug fhe concept òf ttyj deity. 
is a direct creation of humon society. It 
hos no seporate exislence outside of 
huinon society. Changing from cullure lo 
culturc. its form is determincd by its 
environmcnt. The more advonced a society 
becomes in its science ond culture, the 
greater the rctreet of religion and 
superstition. 


We hove come o long way since those who 
saw the fighl egainst such nonsense os 
essential to the advance of humanity as a 
wholc werc being murdered for their 
courage, but we stiii have a long way to 
go beforc we are free from Ihe mystics 
who would manipulate our ignorance for 
their own advantage. Ihere are no oreas 
of Ihe uuiverse which we connol 
undersfond without resorting to God. only 
boundaries to bc pushed buck. 



The Grim Quartet of' Threats 



OZONE DtPLCTlON moy mean thar the widc- 
sprcod Moods. oarlier lorecost by 
scienlisls. from risint) seos. may be 
deloyed. Smoll soloce for those wliose 
heolth sutfers from the enlarging o?one 
holes. 
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Thero is a llircotening sort of - Catch 22' 
siluntion devoloping in tlie global 
environment. The United Nntion s Inter- 
governmental Commiltee on Climate Chonge 
IIPCC) hns recently declared itself morc 
certain thnn ever that global warming is 
on tlic wuy. Repeoting Iheir earlier 
wnrning. they say that world temperature 
wouid rise by ot least 0.2 degrees 
contigrade o decnde. faster thon ony role 
recordcd in thc post tO.OOO years. 
Rensons include rcductions ot icc in the 
Arclic and snowfall in the northern 
hcmisphere. with Swiss glacicr shrinkage 
an additional toclor. 

(5L0DAL WARMING (the green-housc effect) 
is caused mostly by carbon dioxide of 
which. sadly. motor tronsport is one of fhe 
mojor sources. Methane is a more potenf 
culprit. but there is less ot it. Howevcr. 
Ihe U.N. committee believes Ihe worming 
effect is slowing down. Reassuring? 
Hardly. Ihe moin reoson. soys the U.N.. is 
anotfier globol catoslrophe—Ihe depleting 
ozone layer. causing a dangerous invasion 
of ultro-vioiet rays. Tliese can trigger skin 
cancers and eye cataracts (a growing 
menacc in Australasia). Shecp orc going 
blind in Cliiie. Why? 


Another prODhet ol doom is Iho emincnl US 
climol oioglst. Roger Bulling. Thc WIBLNING 
OLStRlS. he declares. further odd to the 
plnncl 's neot. His onalysis. reports the 
New Scicntist. of long-terrn temperolure 

records trom 120 sites in the norihern ^_ 

hcmispnere tound tliat deserlitied oreas <jj S f 0 nce. 
iiod wormed up by an averoge of 1.23 
dcgrees ccnligrade. Veonwhile some 20 
oiliion tons oi too-soil disoppeors eocn 
ycar. coucir.g deserl ioud lo grow .ini.uuliy 
by in -:rea Ihe :i.'.c of Austria. Who lo 


RAIN FOREST DESTRUCTION. thousonds ol 
acres evcry doy, is seon by mony as a 
deadly bore ("I couldn't care less obout 
thc rain forests*—playwright John 

Osborne). Deodly! Yes. indecd. bccouse it 
hos meout the extinction of countless rare 
many unclassified. At this 
can concerncd people do 
onything obout if? Yes. o litfle. The 
u Nailseo Environmental Action Group savod 
n on acre by buying it. Individuals and 
y oi'ouds can do the same under a sclieme 
0 backed by David Bellamy. Easy for some! 
tì Just send E25 to Programme for Belize. PO 
-■ Box 99. Saxmundhum. Suffolk. IPSO 2YJ. A 
^ new slanf on a property-owning 
dejaocracy. thot beloved gool ot 
Thalcherite economists! 


Private b ridge may take a h eavy toll 

Severn Bridge staff fear its privatisation will mean 
high tolls and redundandes. Peter Dunn reports 


THE newly-privatised Severn 
Bridge linking England and 
Wales, may exactj a high price 
from those who Werk on it and 
use it during the Kinetles. 

At midnight pn 1 Marcb next 
year the 25-yeài^oid road cross- 
ing will comie under new owner- 
ship, its operations transferred 
from Avon County Council to 
Cofiroute, a French company 
which runs neariy 200 miles of 
continental motorway. 

Three miles downstream, sub- 
ject to an Enabling Bill hurrying 
througfa ParliamenL an Anglo- 
French consortlum. John Laing 
and GTM Entrepose, will begin 
work on a £300m, six-lane cross- 
ing, due to open in the mid-Nine- 
ties, linking Engiand and Wales. 

Toil increases and heavy re- 
dnndancies among staff operat- 
ing the old fonr-lane suspension 


bridge will mark the new owner’s 
determination to clear its con- 
struction costs and outstanding 
debts on the old bridge well 
within 30 years. After that both 
crossings will be handed back to 
the state. 

Charges of secrecy have been 
made by empioyees. One wrote 
an anonymous letter to the Wesl- 
em Daily Press accusing the Gov- 
emment of abandoning a 25- 
year-old promise to abolish the 
bridge tolls by 2006 when the 
bridge debt, now £120m, shouid 
have been cleared. 

The writer says that plans to 
abolish east-bound tolls will be 
accompanied by stiff inereases in 


two-way fees. Cars, now paying £1 
each way, will be charged at least 
£2.90 for a double crossing by 
1995. Light vans will go up from 
£2 for a two-waycrossing to £5.60. 

“Despite these massive in- 
creases, Cofironte stiU sees fit to 
implement cost-cutting measures 
better suited to their own coun- 
try,” the writer says. “They start 
at the top with tbe manager who 
after many years of great service 
will be sent down the road ... It 
has been indicated to ns that the 
‘iucky ones’ who wiU be staying on 
wUl have their work load more 
than doubled.” 

The tolls are opposed by motor- 
ing organisations and trade asso- 


ciations who anticipate a serious 
effect for firms that are already 
struggling. An AA spokesman 
said: “We believe the motorist al- 
ready pays a lot for travelling 
around the road network.” 

Neither Avon County Council 
nor the new bridge company, to 
be known as Sevem River Cross- 
ing, wouid comment in detail on 
the complaints. 

A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Transport said: “Under 
the new Bill the concessionaires 
have 30 years to correct a debt on 
the exis'ting bridge and recover 
the cost of buiiding a new one. If 
at the end of that period they have 
not collected enough in tolls, they 
lose money. There is a provision 
for five years beyond that period 
for the Govemment to collect 
tolis for bridge maintenance. Af- 
ter that the bridge is toll firee.” 
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SOMERSET CLARION 

Socialìst Journal of the Somerset Community 
_ Defence Campaign _ 

An annual subscription costs £5 for 6 copies. Please make cheques payable to Somerset 
Community Defence Campaign, and send to 4 Gordon Terrace, Bridgwater TA6 5JP 


We meet on the first Sunday of each month, at 2.30pm, in Unity House, (Top Floor),Dampiet St., 
Bridgwater For details ring 01278 450562 

Our next two meetings are on SUNDAY 3rd September & SUNDAY lst October 


soià SSSetWmmmfr ! 

0 BFEHCB CAMFA 1 GN 
W« w«n formed in by sftdslisis. & 
imdes uuionists. m r.be Soruerset area who harf 
beeu aciive during rbe 1984*5 NOM itrifce, & wbo 
S@W •• 

Ihe capitaBist syssem b our 

cotsiffiUBitws .Sr ow way uf Sfe, 13 years- T«y 

ru:e have imsrèaed rhe fflrocesj itt Britaia, Oniv st 

■ n ' ...V.-.-- r 

dr 

eaviroQKsrj-a::-.pttjfisetìòa' cac m & 

mmieK tt&jiM thi> Crisis. i 

Our rote is to. campatsa jndependeatiy g 8 the 

wwkalin sim nwvement, & to h«tp buìM 
confidence & wtllMgftess io fifctu Wfe dfliy ygBt ìo . 
mth. .iMit,JfrPSg. .ttfo. .*3W, feJg&Là too ttattjy 
strug^es bave gone dowu boeaase ttay^e beeu |s* 
JfM & WSÌpeebìSBfr : 

don -1 jusrr moan . organxsfj 


CONTACTS 

If you would like to know more about the Somerset 
Community Defence Campaign, or if you would like 
us to help you organise a meeting or campaign in 
your area, please contact: 

BRIDGWATER: Brian Smedley 01278 451877 
Glen Burrows 01278 450562 
Dave Chapple 01278 450562 

TAUNTON: Mike Langton 01823 278811 

YEOVIL: Bill Byrd 01935 851020 
John Grana 01935 79829 

WESTON: Brian Jennings 01934 626510 

CHEW MAGNA: Mike & Wendy Vincent 
01275 332904 


KfiTE SH6RPLEY LIBRfiRY 

I The Kcrte Sharpley Library & Documentation Centre has been h existence for 
I the last 8 years and is probably the largest collectton of anarchist material h 
1 Engtand. It is made up of private donations from comrades, deceased & llving. 

I lt comprises several thousand pamphlets, books, newspapers, joumals, posters, 

I ffyers, unpublished manuscripts, monographs, essays, etc in over 20 languages, | 
I coverhg the history of the anarchist movement over the tast century. It contains 
I detailed reports from the IWA (AIT/IAA), the Anarchist Federation of Britah (1945-? 
I 50), the Syndicalist Workers’ Federation (1950-79) & records from the anarchist I 
I publrshhg houses, Cienfuegos Press, ASP & others. Newspapers include near 
B complete sets of Freedom, Spah & the Worid, Direct Action (1945 onwards), | 

c Black Ftag etc. The Library also has a sizeable collection of libertartan soctalist & 

: council communist matertal which they are keen to extend by donations. 
g 

l The KSL was named after Kate Sharpley, a First World War anarchist & anti-war 
= activist - one of the countless ‘unknown' members of the movement so ignored 
by official histortans of anarchism. 

If you would like to use the facilities, or receive details of publicatiions send s.a.e. 
KSL, BM HURRICANE, LONDON WCIN 3XX 

















WÌNSTON SILCOTT 


Nobody will accept his innocence 

From Winston SHcott to the national press: 


S'r: Justice doesn't exist in Britain, especaKy if a 
person is black or of working-class background. Once 
again, the so-called British justice system has failed to 
rectify a blatant injustice. Instead,the might of the 
ruling authorities saw ftt to re-try an imocent man to 
justify their illegal wrong-doings. The latest slander on 
my name is a similar re-run of the smear campaign 
waged by some of the media back in 1985,1986 and 
1987. 

What people of this country don't want to admit is 
that I am totaliy imocent of PC Blakelock's death, and 
not guilty of Anthony Smith’s murder. To put it bluntly, a 
btack person can be imocent. If defendhg my life 
against three men armed with knK/es who intended 
dohg me serious harm is ctassified as murder, there is 
somethhg seriously wrong with the present system. 

The real fact behhd my hvalid incarceration is that 
I have been politically exploited to relieve the pressure 
off the police and higher authorities' backs. 


hvolved h any way with the Broadwater Farm uprishg. There is 
nothhg wrong with the Esda test: remember, when the police 
want to convict people by ushg the Esda test, then the Esda 
test is the best. The Esda test has only been rubbished because it 
btatantly exposes normal police practice. 

The judge approved 14 un-named statements to be read 
out by the defence to the jury. What the judge did was wrong. 
Why has no-one asked why not^e of these so-called witnesses 
ever gave evidence before? And w>y were the police given 
permission to take statements from three, five and eight-year 
olds? If the medta are correct, that the witnesses' ages range 
between 13,15,18, etc., then if these statements are new, the 
people who are alleged to have made them were actually 
younger when the police ctaimed they sow what they saw h 
1985. 

The ruling authorities con continue the lie that I am guilty by 
ushg every means necessary. But at the end of the day it's their 
beloved justice system that suffers. 

No justice, no peace. 


And at the same time, when I was behg prepared to 

be crucified for PC Blakelock's murder, the powers that Political hostage 


be also made sure that the way was paved for me to 
be steamrollered through the Smith case. The 
authorities were able to destroy whatever chance I 
ever had of having a far trtal h the Smith case - by 
making sure I was arrested for PC Btakelock's murder. 

The Smith/Blakelock saga has been prejudiced at 
every tum. The stander still continues that I was 


w sncon 

HMP Swaleside 
Kent 

PS: I wàlnever be getthg out of this penal hett unless I receb/e 
justice in the Smith case, because any foolcan see / am not h 
jailfor the Smìth case: I am here c/ue to the fact that I was 
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From WHIBrown 



Dear Somerset Community Defence 
Campaign, 


I placed an 'advert' forthe latest 
Clarion (No. 37) on the Marxist Bullet'r 
Board on the Intemet, offering to 
send a *Clarion‘ free to the first five 
people who e-mailed me their s-mail 
addresses. I also briefly descrbed the 
Ctarion and listed the contents of No. 
37. Six comrades promptly 
responded: Lisa Rogers, Salt Lake 
City; Bryan Alexander, Am Arbour, 
Jerry Levy - New York; Paul 
Lykotrapitis - Ottawa; Scott Marshall - 
Chicago; Jeff Booth - Marykand. I 
know nothing about them except for 
Jeff Booth, who is a union activist at 
Harvard Unrversity and a member of 
the American section of Labour 
Militant. I also posted half a dozen 
Ckarions to activists in the Unrversity 
tecnickans union, MSF, around the UK 
(London, Gtasgow, Liverpool). 


I enjoyed Clarion No. 37 a lot. Could I 
contrbute my 6d worth on the 
following iterrrs? 

Macdonalds: I have always been a 
but sceptical of the antFMacdonalds 
campaign. The crimes they are 
acused of seem to me to be those 
many targe retailers are guilty of: 
a)they sell meat b) they use wasteful 
packaging c) they are anti-union d) 
theirfood is promoted as heatthy 
when it isn't really. I have often heard 
middle-class people stag off 
Macdonalds & it always sounds a bit 
snobby to me. They say, in 
unbelieving voices: ‘You don't go to 
Macdonalds do you?* And then, in 
the very next sentence they say: Tm 
just off to Sainsbury's to buy a 1 b of 
mince to make a risotto.* Why is it 
better to shop from Sahsbury's rather 
than Macdonald'? 

*An industry of sleaze, corruption & 
death': Stan Hayward says:’ 
Hundreds of thousands of workers are 
employed h the Brìtish arms trade, 
some, no doubt, readers ofthe 
Somerset Clarion. Who can blame 
them?A job is a job is a job h this 
periodofhigh unemptoyment .' Well - 
I can btame them, Stan. Although I 
know people are forced to do work 
they thhk is at best useless and at 
worst downright harmful, at some 
poht people must be responsble for 



From John Lahg... 


their actions h spite of the economic 
compulsions of capitalism. Is it OK for 
British workers to make the tandmines 
descrbed by Hazel Barkham? Sadly, 
even more British workers made arms 
durhg periods of full employment than 
they do today. I would thhk that 
havhg such jobs probably made them 
less left-wing and more nationalistic 
than they would otherwise have been. 

I thhk Karl Marx was right when he said 
the alienation of workers h capitalism is 
that they build their own prison - they 
arm their oppressors & then kneel 
before them. Perhaps Ctarion readers 
could vote on which jobs are 
sufficiently anti-working ctass to make 
them inexcusable for any working-ctass 
person to do? 

1) abbatoir worker 2) prison officer 
3) poll tax bailiff 4) land-mine maker 
5) Store detective 5) tawyer 6) guard 
at Auschwitz 7) joumalist for the Sun 
8)policeman 9) paratrooper 

Yours shcerefy, WHi Brown 

From Tower Colliery NUM Lodge.... 

Dear Dave, 

Please excuse the delay in replyhg. 
Regardhg your article h the tast 
Ctarion, it was a very interesthg & 
factual story about our come-back to 
Tower. As you know, Dave, the two 
worker-directors have done, and are 
doing a marvellous job. Shce retumhg, 
we have grown to feel secure h our 
workptace. Long-term employment is 
now back h the Cynon Valley. We still 
have our critics who say that we are 
now oll capitalists, that we have 
forsaken our assoctates and life-long 
friendships. This, I can assure you is 
totally opposite. Because we are in 
such a strong position at Tower, we 
can now afford to highlight other 
people's problems even more, 
knowing there can be no retaltation at 
all. 

If you want to give us a visit to see the 
'unique* situation we have here, please 
feel free to give us a rhg anytime. We 
could, if you wish, arrange a face visit. 
Looking forward to hearhg from you in 
the near future. 

Yours shcerely, 

WAYNE THOMAS 

Tower Lodge Secretary 


Dear Dave, 

It was good to see the Ctarion agah a 
the start of the year. It was a good 
read, with plenty of hformation and, a 
always, very optimistic. 


My job as a houshg officer keeps me 
very busy. Newham Council (60 out of 
60 Labour councillors) has openly 
embraced competitive tenderhg to 
the^Dht of volunteerhg areas of the 
Houshg ^epartment for CCT. For 
somebody like myself, this will mean 
that the management will want me to 
spend more time collecthg rents, less 
time on visithg the estcrtes, wearhg a 
name badge, & not wearing jeans. 

Our branch is opposing CCT and is 
not hvolved in any negotiations. 
Unfortunately our hand was weakenec 
tast May when a ballot to take 
hdustrtal action over voluntary 
competitive tenderhg was lost 
amongst houshg department 
members. The mah factor behhd this 
result was that people were stHI fearful 
(and apothetic) following the end of 
our branch strike the previous year. 
Manageiment have certainly used the 
loss of that strike and the caprtutation 
of the national union to start chipping 
away at our conditions. Because we 
were a thom h the side of the national 
union during the dispute - besieging 
the London offices a couple of times 
and taking over the General 
Secretary's office, we have had a 
rather frosty relationship over the past 
couple of years. 

The main tosk of the branch has 
been to hold things together whilst we 
try and rebuild. We lost about 400 
members during the dispute, and 
many good activists left the authority 
after the dispute. I am currently 
hvoK/ed in a small group who have 
drawn up a buildhg the branch 
programme which we are now putting 
hto practice. This, and my day-to-day 
shop steward work keeps me fairly 
busy. 

There are lots of concems about the 
way that the merger into UNISON has 
gone, especially from 'the left' who 
pushed hard forthe merger. In London 
only one branch, Hackney, has 
Contd on Page 10. . 






THE LABOUR PARTY & SOCIALISTS 


Although convinced of the 
fundamentally anti-socialist nature of 
the Labour Party & the labour & trade 
union bureaucracy, I believe that 
sodalists have been correctto usethe 
platform of Parliament & other 
bourgeois, democraticinstitutions when 
possible, Why is this not a contradiction? 

First, Sodal Democracy (an old name 
for the labour movement dating back to 
the foundation of the Second or Sodalist 
International in the 1880s), both in the 
form of political parties & in its trade 
union form, has acted in Western Europe 
as policeman of the working dass, using 
both political ideology & the concessions 
of higher living standards & the welfare 
state, to bind workers to the national 
bourgeoisie in each country. The result 
is that parasitic fìnance capital is the 
major internatìonal political player. At 
the same time, the true international 
dass, the working dass, is carved up by 
national & ethnicdivisions. In Britain, 
with its old craft union traditions, trade 
unionism is even more sectionalised 
than elsewhere. 

The other key player in this system of 
control of the workers’ movement was 
Stalinism. The Communist Parties, 
rooted in the political interests of the 
bureaucracy in the USSR & rts sateilites. 
stifled any possibility of a break to the 
left of sodal democracy, by strangling 
Marxism theoretically and practically. In 
Italy & France, for much of the period 
since 1945, the CPs were the major 
workers’ parties charged with 
maintaining control. The move of the 
French CP to outright radsm & 
organising attacks on black workers’ 
hostels, in an attemptto stop members 
from defecting to the Front National, 
serves to illustrate the problems of such 
politics. The collapse of Stalinism & the 
possibility this opens up of the 
regeneration of revolutìonary politics, 
brings meto my second point. 

Why did a major chunk of the left join 
the Labour Party, particularly in the 
1980s? I would argue that it was right 
for sodalists to challenge Labour from 
within for most of the period since 1945; 
and now, with the crisis of the workers' 
movement, the dampdown on any 
actìvity inside the Labour Party. & the 
end of Stalinism, to be outside. I do not 
mean that the left should have centred 
its activity totally on the Labour Party at 
alltimes, in the style of Militant, butthat 
it should 


have maintained a presence as one part 
of a strategy of politìcally challenging 
sodal democracy under conditions 
where it held no independent base. 

Which factors led to the left 
intervention in the late 70’s & most of 
the 80’s? Rrstly, the partìcular chronic 
crisis of dedine of British manufacturing 
capital, aided & abetted by probably the 
most successful parasitic fìnance sector 
in the world (the host is in desp>erate 
straits). This capital faces a working 
class which has been successful in 
militantly demanding better conditions, 
but now has no mass political culture or 
understanding. Thus, as the crisis 
deepened from the 1960’s onwards, & 
capital moved to confronttheworking 
class more & more sharply, there was a 
rise in militanttrade unionism & dass 
struggle internationally, through the late 
60’s & into the 80’s. This was not 
generally matched on the political front; 
the social democracy successfully held 
the line. Secondly, the impact this had 
on the Labour Party itself, first of all in 
the period of the Wilson Government of 
1964-70, where there was mass 
disillusion, an enormous loss of 
membership & breakdown in the basic 
function of the party. A comrade in 
Coventry described it as a situatìon 
where constituency parties could not 
function for lack of attendance, & people 
would spit at you if you attempted to 
canvass for Labour. However, Heath’s 
defeat by the miners in ’74 underlined 
the lack of a politìcal alternative, with the 
return of the 74-79 Wilson/Callaghan 
government. This coincided with the end 
of proscription in the LP in 1975, brought 
about by the rise of left sodal democracy 
in thetrades unions. 

Proscription had not been a major 
obstade to being a member of the LP. 
Virtually all the far -left groups in Brrtain 
in the SCs & 60’s were members. Tony 
Cliff & his International Socialists, who 
became the SWP in the 7Vs, drifted out 
of Labour on the tìdai wave of 
resignatìons in 64-70, leaving only the 
Militant. Expulsions were largely 
because groups deliberately got 
themselves expelled. Gerry Healey & the 
Sodalist Labour League (later WRP) 
were expelled in ’59, & the YS, which 
they controlled was expelled in 1963-64 
because it suited H eale/s purpose to 
declare an open group & be thrown out. 

By 1975 some parts of the left realised 
they had to confront sodal democracy 


from within, & started joining Labour. 
But the real move towards interventìon 
came after Thatcher’s election, & the 
feeling of "never again" againstthe 
polides of the Wilson/Callaghan years. 
The left was able to challenge a 
weakened sodal democracy in both 
unions & LP. This, in turn, revealed the 
politìcal weakness of the left. Most 
groups concentrated on recruitment, to 
the detriment of politics & strategies to 
win struggles. With isolated exceptìons 
there is a lack of internatìonalism, which 
has to aim beyond solidarity movements 
towards mass dialogue & action: 
interrration^lly-based dass organisatìon. 

In local government the leftfailed, & 
wound up either out of offìce or as direct 
agents of the government. The 
govemment staged a series of political 
confrontatìons with the unions: starting 
with the steel strike in 1980 & reaching a 
high point with the miners’ strike of 1984- 
5. The response of sodal democracy 
was to isolate each sectìon in turn & 
watch it defeated - refusing to 
contemplate the alternative of serious 
confrontation with the capitalist class.. 
Again, Stalinism cameto the rescue. 
Scargill himself, having gone to the left 
of his politìcal origins in the CP, failed to 
challenge the deliberate isolation of the 
NUM by theTUC. Instead, heattempted 
to refight the 1974 dispute in radically 
different drcumstances. There was no 
breakout, no politìcal challenge to the 
imposed deals in rail, cars & the 
sabotage of a series of dock strikes, 
either from the NUM, or in the unions 
concerned. When the government began 
the sequestration & legal takeover of the 
NUM, no major politìcal demand was 
put on the TUC The political poverty of 
the left was even more starkly outlined: 
in the face of a 364-day national dispute 
with a mass solidarity movement behind 
it, most of the left had no strategy to win. 

It is in the wake of this defeat that the 
curTent situation has emerged. The 
answers must come out of the end of 
Stalinism, the renewal of Sodalism & the 
contìnued capitalist crisis. The Labour 
Party is now very weak. It is locked to a 
capitalist dass fast running out of 
optìons. It no longer has any differences 
with the Govemment. It cannot allow any 
significarrt debate or dissent & it has lost 
most of its activist base. The 
implementation of the poll tax & 
summary mass expulsions make it 
vulnerable to challenge from the left, 
electorally & organisationally. 
MATTHEW JONES. GLASGOW 


We welcome furfher contributions on this subject - some Clarion supporters are membere of the Labour Parfy 
others remain outside - see contrbutions from John Grana, Alan Debenham & Bob Craig n this issue. 
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BOSNIA: A REFUGEE’S STORY 


Thà is a futt. and I hope, 
reasonabìy accurate transkrtion 
of an titervìew by an ttatìan 
joumalist, pubtìshed in ‘La 
Stampa' (31.8.92). The article 
goes on to say thatbefore this 
account. no Red Cross official 
had vàited the camp in Brcke. 
which was onty known by 
hearsay. Cigarette bums on 
Adica showed that she had 
been h the camp for a month 
and a half. Before the war. she 
was studying tobea computer 
programmer. and her father 
worked as a bus-driver. Now she 
is being kept in a friendly 
Croatian camp, VetìJoze at 
Savudrija, a few kttomelres from 
Bovigno, in Istria, where atther 
famity, in happier days, used to 
go on hotìday. Now her father 
has been shot dead. Shehasno 
news of her mother, ksst heard of 
r> the Brcke camp. and her 
young brother has retumed to 
Bosnia to fight the Serbs. 

When I first read this article I 
didn't warrt to betìeve ìt, and l'm 
sure that many of you witt have 
the same reaction. 

If this accountà true. then ità 
terrbie news. The West invaded 
ìraq with far tess provocation. It 
seems that the Seibs havejust 
been waiting for the break up of 
the Soviet empire to estabtìsh 
what is basicatty a fascist state, 
and thà à maybe onty the first 
real tragedy to come out of the 
dàsolution of the Eastem btoc. f 
a fascàt Serbian state continues, 
It can only lead to continued 
war throughout the area, and 
poàon retattons between Europe 
artd the Mustìm wortd. 

Neighbouring Bulgaria has a 
torge Turkish minorìty. and ttaty 
now has a large Muslim 
poputotion of about hatf a 
mittton. from North Afrìca. Serbto 
wttlbecome the organàing 
centre for racist pogroms 
throughout SE Europe, if they are 
altowed to get away wlth these 
genocida/ ctìmes. tt must be 
seen that the Serbton terms 
‘racial cleansing' are in 
themseives an invìtatton to 
genocide, because they assume 
that the Mustìm and other 


minorìties are ’dirt’, to be cleaned 
up by the means descrìbed here. 


’ My name is Adica. I'm 17.1 come 
from Brcke. The war began on 1 st May. 
They blew up the bridge over the Sava, 
the onty route between my town and 
Croatia. My dad was killed by a sniper 
four days afterwards. 

My mother, my brother and I went 
back to Brcke. We heard an order 
given by budspeaker when we were 
on the road: we had to leave our 
houses, otherwise they would be blown 
up with us in them. We left: they were 
Serbs. They made us get h a white Gotf 
and then they took us to the centre of 
Brcke. There was lots of blood 
everywhere. They had killed allthe 
women who worked h the hospital. In 
the mah square there was the body of 
a woman who had been hanged from 
a clock tower. Grenades were fallhg h 
the square and the splhters conthued 
to tear the woman's body. 

My mother wos taken to a borracks. 

My brother and me were taken near 
the river.' ( Then Adica explahed wìth 
the hep of a drawing that a canoeing 
clubhouse had been converted into a 
detention centre forboys and young 
chttdren, housed h two different 
barracks, orìghatty used forkeephg 
canoes). 'So I never heard any more 
about my mother. The concentration 
camp (the expression usedbyAdica, h 
Serpo-Craot, à 'logor', the slav 
pronunciation ofthe German word) 
was divided hto three sections. One 
was for children up to 12 years. I was h 
this group: there were about 40 of us. 

I'd said I ws 10 years old, and they 
believed me. 

The section for women was in a 
federal army barracks and my mother 
was there. The first 7 days we were kept 
without food. Then they bought us a 
little bag with 15 eggs and a piece of 
bread. They said that would have to do 
for a month. We expected that they'd 
give us somethhg to eat, but hstead, 
nothhg. They said that the hens were 
not layhg eggs because they had 
nothhg to eat, and that our mothers 
would be killed and fed to the hens as 
meal. 

One day they took away a group of 


mothers. Luckiiy my mother wasn't h that 
group. They passed h front of the 
children's section and the children 
recognised their mothers and began to 
cry. Alsothe mothers began cryhgtoo. 
Then they made them get in a 
refrigerated truck and took them away. 
The day after, they brought eggs and 
said ‘You should thank your mothers, who 
were sacrificed for you, for these eggs.‘ 

Another section was reserved for the 
oldest women: they were held in a karge 
shed belonging to the Interplet textile 
factoiv. The camps were behhd the 
factoiy. The women had to work h these 
carnps. Wtfen they couldn't work any 
more or fell ill, they were killed and 
thrown h a large ditch behhd the 
factory. When one ditch was full, they 
covered it with earth and began another 
ditch. 

Once, some old women ran away, and 
they brought them back with a bull- 
dozer, breakhg ther legs with shovels. 
Other women who couldn't work any 
more h the the camps were crushed 
with tanks. The old women were worst off 
because some of them didn't know what 
was happenhg to them. Other women 
worked h the factory, where they had 
gone of ther own accord. The radio had 
ordered the women to present 
themselves for work in this factory, and 
promised that nothhg would happen to 
them if they came alone. Instead, they 
were forced to wrok h the nude, and the 
■cetnjcr took advantage of them.. 

In the town there is a cafe called the 
Westfalia. There is a brothel here where 
the girls of 19 and 20 have to satisfy the 
militiamen. So, there is the Interplet 
factory, and behind it the communal 
ditch, then there is the brothel where 
they hold the girls prisoner, the buildhg 
for young children and the boys, and the 
barracks for women and men: these are 
all the camps I know of. 

Then there is the Kheradi camp, 
where Croats and Muslims are held 
together. They torture them h front of the 
others. I knew the people who did it: 
Uresevic Dragan, Sasha Veselic and 
Monica Simonovic smashed bottles and 
cut the prisoners' skins with the gtass. 
Romana, Dtana, Sanja and Vera 
Simonovic were responsble for torture h 
the camp. They were followers of Arkan 
and Seselj ( who are, respectively, the 
head of a group of Serb irregulars and 
the ìeader of the radical party, backed 
upbyarmy 


GEORGE WRIGHT 
TORINO, ITALY 
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commander, made the mark. He ateo 
made a star and a crescent, our Muslim 
symbol. They threw awoy our documents, 
and said that we'd be given Serbian 
documents; that we weren't Muslims any 
more. 


support. They are based in Serbo). 
They came h the evenhg and took 
away men and women and 
disappeared, and we didn't hear 
anythhg more of them. 


but we hid behind some small boats 
and continued swimmhg. We 
reached a little harbour on the other 
bank. Croatian soldiers pohted their 
guns at us, thinking we were Serbs. 
We shouted that we were children 


They cut off a fhger and even 
someone's hand to take away a ring. 
Before she left us, my mother told us 
to get rid of our rings to avoid any 
trouble. 

Men from Seselj arrived and threw 
some bullets onthe ground. Then 
they ordered people to pick them up. 
People collected them and then they 
fked on them with the bullets they 
had collected. There were moss 
killhgs every day. Every evening 8 
people were killed. It was revenge for 
dead Serbs. I was also chosen to be 
shot. But those people from Brcke 
who knew me said: 'Her, no. We’ll 
shoothertomorrow.’ 

The first day we arrived at the 
camp, they marked my arms with a 
Serbian symbol, ushg the poht of a 
knife. Sosha Vesevic, the camp 


i the meantime, os far as I knew, life in 
rcke conthued as normal: people 
yorked and Irved normaily, it was enough 
orthem not to be Muslims. I knew that 
hey went in our houses and took what 
hey wanted, as if it was a market: they 
>ulled up with trucks and took away our 
hhgs. 

escaped from the camp by takhg 
advantage of a big attack on Brcke. Our 
ìide reached as far as Kolobar, and 
iberated the Kheradi camp. The Seibs 
rf/ere afraid that they wouid liberate the 
/vhole of Brcke. Then my brother and I 
and myfriend Maia and her brother 
(they're from Zagreb and were caught by 
the war while they were visithg an aunt) 
broke a window and ran away from the 
ca mp. We jumped h the river and swam 
for it. They saw us and shouted 7 hey’re 
escaphg' and some who were posted 
on the mharet of the mosque fired at us, 


and then they 

hefced us. They took us to a 

hospital.' 


WORKERS AID 
FOR BOSNIA 

Preparations are now underway for 
the next Tuzla convoy, which leaves 
h September. Non-perishdble foods, 
cash & other items urgently needed. 

For details contact: 

Workers Aid for Bosnia 
c/o the Flyhg Post 
PO Box 185 
Exeter EX4 4EW 
orrhg 

Geoff Barr 01392 433365 


Residents of the besieged Bosnian town of Srebrenica hold a poster saying ‘Thank you and come back’ 
after the f.rst UN aid convoy got through l>hoU W aph: Kumenko Pajic 




















SOUTHWEST TUC 
REFUSES AID TO 
BOSNIAN WORKERS 

Report from Dave Chapple 

At the July meeting of the South-West TUC, h Bristol, 

Dave Chapple, from Bridgwater Trades Union Council, 
proposed the foitowing motion on Bosnia: 

* The SW TUC grves its fullsupport to the Summer 1995 
aid convoy to the Bosnran city of Tuzla, and resofves 
as foHows: 

To donate £100 to the Convoy's organisers: tojoin 
the Scottish TUC, Amua/ Conference of Trades Union 
CouncHs, North-West & Midlands regions of the 
Communicatron Workers' Union, the QMB & other 
trade union bodres m pubHc 'rsing support for the 
convoy; to circulate detaib of the convoy to aH 
affHiated bodies, including detaHs of the confmued 
attempts by Tuzla cìtizens to mamtain a multi-ethnic 
community; to urge all aff 'Hiated bodies to discuss the 
Bosn'ran question & to consider financial & practical 
support for future convoys organbed afong similar 
Imes.' 


The delegate stressed that the convoy had been 
requested by the Tuzla TUC District Committee, which 
consists of of 8 Presidents of trades unions still operating in 
Tuzla: Serbs, Muslims and Croats are all represented. The 
motion was seconded by Bill Booth from Bath TUC, and 
supported h debate by Sian Maidment of the Trades 
Councils Joht Consultative Committee. 

The debate was disappointhg. Barbara Box, of UNISON 
complahed that a £100 donation would set a precederrt! 
Mike Graham, SW TUC Secretary said that he had spoken 
to the TUC Intemational Committee who had denounced 
the convoy as a front for the Workers' Revolutionary 
Party! A delegate from UCATT asked if the Tuzla District 
Committee had applied to affiliate to the TUC! Bryn 
Rowkands, USDAWfull-time official made a pathetic 
rubbishing speech, saying that both Thatcher and Clhton 
and the UN would support the motion! The Bridgwater 
delegote's attempts to answer the objections were 
hindered by a hostile Chair, and the motion was lost by 
24-14, with 7 abstemtions. 

Meanwhile, the convoy has safely arrived h Tuzla, at 
8am on Friday4th August, afterbeing deliberately held 
up for 10 days by hostile Crootkan authorities. One of the 
vehicles was sponsored by the Communication Workers' 
Union, and left Britah with severaltons of aid donated by 
members h sorthg offices and telephone exchanges 
throughout the North West & Midkands regions. The Ford 
Cargo 1013 was crewed by Jerry Brookes of Manchester, 
John Feamley from Lancashre, Neville Mawby from 
Brmhgham and lan Young from Bolton. In Tuzla, they are 
hoping to make drect Ihks with postal and 
telecommunications workers. A furtherCWU Aid for 
Bosnia truck is behg filled h orderto leave h September. 

The Rally and March for Bosnka, in London on 5th 
August was supported by West Country sockalists 
hcluding Keith & Sheila Jones from Glastonbury and 
Geoff Barr from Exeter Workers Aid for Bosnka. 


NEWS FROM 
YEOVIL 


Labour rebel 
stands by his 
mace ‘sit-in’ 

LABOUR counclllor John Qrana was unre- 
pentant yesterday after being expelled from a 
meeting for (louting the autnorlty of a clvlc 
mace. 

Ht sald he woWd llke to abollsh the “antlquated” 
tltle of mayor and banish Yeovil’s mace to a 
museum. But he denled belng dlsrespectful to the 
regalla, whlch symbollses clvTc authorlty. 

The outspoken Yeovll 


town counclllor, and 
Labour colleague Mark 
Hosklns, had remalned 
sittlng when the mace 
was carrled Into the 
councll chamber at the 
Start of Tuesday’s 


When counclllor 
Qrana dld the same 

thlng last month Llberal rh -irman 

Democrat mayor, coun- "Wj, and * chalnTlan 
dllor Pat Martln, said •wctet 1 - 


ByTina Rowe 

But later coundllor 
Grana sald: “We are try- 
Ing to break down class 
barriers. 

“The mace Is antl- 
quated and belongs in a 
museum. We also thlnk 
that the offlce of mayor 
should be done away 


any member who could 
not comply wlth the 
tradltion should come 
into the meeting later. 

And when the two 
counclllors flouted the 
mace’s authorlty on 
Tuesday she sald she 
had no altemative but to 
seek a resoiution for 
thelr expulsion. 

The ftve other Labour 
members, including 
Prospectlve Parliamen- 
tary Labour candldate 
for Yeovll Joe Conway 
followed thelr col- 
leagues out of the 
chamber when the reso- 
lution waspassed. 


.. mayor was 
brought about to deal 
wlth trade dlsputes 
between gullds and 
crafts — we are no 
longer a feudal soclety. 

“But I wasn’t being 
dlsrespectful and I thlnk 
it was undemocratlc 
that we had to go. I shall 
make this stand month 
after month." 

Counclllor Grana was 
expelled under stand- 
ing orders, whlch do not 
specifically mentlon the 
mace but say no coun- 
cillor should mlscon- 
duct themselves or dls- 
regard the chairman. 


John Grana is a Somerset Clarion supporfer 


Gang taunt 
doctor in 
racist attack 

RACIST taunts w«e shouted at a 
hoapltal doctor aad hit woman 
compankm fearedtlatMh* would 
be gang raped, a w »e a r d. 

Ths trouble flared when the 
coupto, on their wav to play ten- 
nia, were confronted by a gang of 
youths, prosecuting soUcftor 
Linda Belmont told South 
Somereet magistrates. 

Lee Beresford, aged 18, of 
Marl Cloae, Yeovil, admitted 
asaaulting Dr David Cheung and 
using threatening behaviour. 

Afler Beresford disputed some 
aspects of the prosecution evl- 
dence, the magistrates decided 
that Dr Cheung should be called 
as a witness and the case was 
adiourned. 


Mrs Belmont, said Dr Cheung, 
who works at Yeovil District 
Hospital, and Jenny Fairbrother 
were walking towards the 
Mudford Recreation Park at 
Yeovil when the youths blocked 
their way. 

They started shoutina racist 
taunts such as “Hello Chinko,” 
“Why don’t you go home,” 
“Nigger” and “Coon,” 

As the abuse continued, the 
coupie became alarmed and the 
youths closed in on them. 

At one stage, the couple were 
completely encircled, with 
threats being made to Miss 
Fairbrother. Then Beresford 
committed the assault. 

Dr Cheung was left daied and 
extremely frightened, added Mrs 
Belmont. 


Westem Gazette 5/8/95 
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THE SOMERSET MINERS’ BANNER 


The North Somerset Coalfield is a fascinating place. To 
the outsider, Pensford, sitting astride the banks of the 
River Chew and Midsomer Norton with the tiny River 
Somer trundling through its main street, appear to be part 
of an idyllic countryside - manicured Mendip. ’Down 
there’ its different. There are seams of unmined coal and 
seams of labour history. Radstock gives it away. Slap 
bang in the middle of the town is the old winding wheel 
ffom one of the last pits operating in the area. At 
Midsomer Norton you can strill see the conical shape of a 
colliery ’batch’. Pensford still has its Miners Welfare 
Institute in the middle of the village. Scratch the surface 
and you will find many men over a certain age are ex- 
miners and have many tales to tell. 

When I was selected Labour’s candidate for Wansdyke in 
1987 I was told many tales and one of them included the 
story of the lost banner. I have never been able to work 
out quite why and what happened but at some stage after 
the 1973 miners’ strike the North Somerset banner was 
taken to somewhere in South Wales. "Get it back, and we 
might accept you comrade" was what I was told. Well I 
didn’t...at least not to begin with, but I could never 
understand the mystery of what had happened. I strill 
don’t. 

South Wales has just about three coal mines now. As the 
Lodges have disappeared and the old South Wales 
Federation has slowly disintegrated, much of the historical 
materials have been sent to the University of Swansea. I 
think this is fair enough. The miners’ libraries contain a 
wealth of political and social educational material which 
simply has to be properly catalogued and maintained. 
This is part of a people’s history of struggle and if the 
altemative is to let mÙdew and damp destroy it then a bit 
of academic love and care is far better. 

I made enquiries of Howell Francis, son of Dai. Nobody 
knew what had happened to the Somerset banner. It was 
certainly not at Swansea. I made telephone calls and 
wrote letters until finally I actually extracted confirmation 
in writing. The lost banner was in a cupboard in 
Pontypridd. 

Shortly after I was elected Euro MP I received an 
approach ffom the Radstock and District Museum Society. 
They wanted me to replace Richard Cotterell as the Vice 
President. I checked this out with local Labour Party 
Branches. I was not given authority immediately. Some 
regarded the Society as the property of the ruling dass. 
One of the patrons included Mr. Beauchamp, a descendent 
of the original owners of many of the North Somerset 
mines. 

I tried to explain this and sent the Trustees a copy of an 
extract ffom Peter Collier’s book ’Colliers Way\ There 
Peter Collier referred to an extract ffom diaries of the Rev. 
J. Skinner, Vicar of Camerton, who wrote : "1824 August 
22nd. I afterwards walked to Tinsbury across the fields. 
In my way I stopped at Tyleris house at 
Daglan, and was destined to see the exhibition of the 


mangled face of the poor collier as he lay in his coffin. 
Surely the lower orders cannot have the same feelings as 
we have, otherwise they would take no delight in 
exposing what ought with the greatest care to be 
concealed, or in visiting what must convey sensations of 
horror rather than those of satisfaction" 

The Beauchamp and the Waldegrave families may argue 
that times have changed. They have - they do not own 
the mines any more. Attitudes like that of the Reverend 
Skinner caused deep resentment. Eventually I did receive 
approval ffom local Labour Party Branches and I am now 
Vice President of the Museum Society. 

Meanwhile the banfter la^ in the cupboard. 

Then the Govemment came up with the idea of dosing 31 
pits and talking merrily about Workfare. On 6 February 
Norton Radstock Town Council and the South West TUC 
sponsored a meeting at the Victoria Hall in Radstock. I 
was asked to speak but the pride of the platform was a 
member of the NUM ffom Leeds. What an opportunity, 
an official rally backe’d by the Unions. I made my 
approaches to the Guardians of the Cupboard in 
Pontypridd. Time after time I met with this strange 
resistance. The South Wales NUM even denied that they 
had the banner, but it tumed out to be a cupboard in an 
immediately adjacent office of the Coal Industry Social 
Welfare Organisation. Everyone to whom I spoke in 
Pontypridd was profoundly suspicious. When I finally 
arrived to collect it I had to give a written undertaking to 
retum it. 

Clarion readers can imagine the scene when, come the 
glorious day the scarlet banner was raised high at the 
Victoria Hall. 

Immediately after the rally the telephone calls began. I 
was accused in so many words of theft of the wretched 
item. I retumed it and got a receipt. I strill do not 
understand what this is all about. It seems to me that 
whilst it is right and proper that miners’ history should be 
faithfully recorded and preserved in Swansea for the 
South Wales coal field, it is equally right and proper that 
the Somerset banner should be kept on tliis side of the 
Bristol Channel. Some comrades have said that there was 
a Resolution passed at the final meeting of the Somerset 
NUM to the effect that the banner should be kept either 
in Radstock or Midsomer Norton Library. Others would 
like it to be in the safe hands of the Museum Society. 
Whatever happens, it should not, in my view, be kept 
folded in a cupboard in Pontypridd. Maybe the NUM 
could agree to lend it out ffom time to time for exhibition. 
It is, after all, NUM property. Therein lies the dilemma. 
All we have now in the North Somerset coal field are 
retired members of the NUM. Their daughters and sons 
who inherit the past struggles of their families have no 
strict property rights. It is, after all, property rights which 
placed the Beauchamp and Waldegrave families in the 
positions of power which they enjoyed for so long. All we 
are asking for please is a loan. 


(This article was written in 1992) 


IAN WHITE, MEP 


Labour (Bristol & Bath) 





AN INDEPENDENT 
GREEN SOCIALIST IN 
BISHOPS HULL 


l’ve been asked to do a little bit on 
my joyful re-election to Taunton Deane 
District Council as an Independent 
Green Sodalist (IGS). I have described 
myself offidally as such since 1991 (at 
Coundl meetings, in press releases, etc) 
although at the elections in that year - 
after resignation from 27 years’ front-line 
Labour Party work (because of being a 
leader in the massive anti-poll tax 
protest!) -1 described myself as an 
IndependentGreen Democrat. Whatever 
- the media & local government 
bureaucracy dedde thatthe 
"establishment" allows you only to be 
referred to as "independent": in other 
words. the more traditionally-accepted 
closeted Tory! 

It certainly was a great joy, after 
nearly four weeks’ full-time door-step 
campaigning, to top the Bishops Hull poll 
(1,350 houses, urban outskirts, 2- 
coundllor, Taunton ward) with the 
Labour Party second and therefore 
elected, as a Labour gain from the 
previous Lib-Dem. The turn-out was 
53%, significantly above the 48% 
Taunton Deane average. The votes 
went 654 (Independent Sodalist) 603 
(Labour) 546 (Lib Dem) 342 (Con) & 314 
(Con). 

How did I fare so well in a 

village/suburb with a past strong Tory 
flavour? The basic reason revolves 
around: 

* my determination & ability (I am 
unemployed, with savings)to make my 
"independent" campaigning on par with, 
if not better than, any party-political 
campaign in my ward - espedally 
regarding comprehensive personal door- 
step canvassing & good leaflets. 

* my experience & reputation for hard 
work in electioneering, in local 
government, in community affairs & 
actìvecommunity campaigning, in many 
popular "community defence" protests: 
poll-tax, VAT on fuel, cuts in pubiic 
services, animal welfare, green issues, 
concessionary fares etc. 

* my good fortune in thatthis front-line 
activism in two recent campaigns on 
education cuts & on excessive & 
unwanted County & Taunton Deane 


development) coincided with great 
outbursts of spontaneous supportfrom 
within the ward, across all parties & 
incomes. 

* the topicality & strong 
support/understanding of green 
sodalism as a positive, 21st century 
alternative to discredited Toryism & free- 
market capitalism (IGS could well go far 
as an "independenf force, putting 
pressure on Labour to keep green ^ 
sodalism on its agenda!) 

Picking up from the last point, and to 
some extent answering the point Dave 
Chapple made in the last issue in his 
article on Lawrence Daly: yes, I do feel 
"independence" now has as vital a 
political roleto play as in Daly’s early 
days, because, espedally at local level, 
it could well be the only active vehicle 
left available to keep the leffs batteries 
fired-up and ready to intervene on all 
suitable occasions, at all levels and into 
all avenues. The emergence of the 
magazine Red Pepper (I am a founding 
subscriber & investor) as an important 
green socialist media appendage to the 
Sodalist Movement, the Clarion, the 
Somerset Community Defence 
Campaign itself, are all parts of this vital 
phenomenon for left-wing organisation & 
views to stay active & prominent, 
DESPITE the capitulation of Labourto 
market capitalism. 

Long may every form of current left- 
wing independence reign and pull 
together! 

The way Blair and Labour are facing up 
at the moment, as silly as it sounds, 
Independent Green Sodalism’s growing 
strength may be the only way any of us 
can continue to dream of a "sodalist 
revolution" of thefuture. The Green of 
Green Sodalism is the vital new 
ingredient, which could make itfeasible - 
with the environmental holocaust moving 
closer towards us every day at the same 
pace as capitalistdisintegration! ? Think 
on. 

CLLRALAN DEBENHAM, 
INDEPENDENT GREEN 
SOCIALIST, 

BISHOPS HULL WARD 
TAUNTON DEANE DC 


Letter from John Laing - Contd from 
Page 4. . 

merged, whilst others continue as 
before but callhg themselves UNISON 
1 and UNISON 2! 

Lots of ex-NUPE branch officials appear 
to be preparing to Ihe their pockets 
before accepting the mergers. No 
membership card are being issued this 
year because of ’fhancial 
consfrictions , and UNISON travel has 
gone bankrupt. Thhgs are likely to get 
worse before they get betfer. 

I'm still getting involved h stuff outside 
of work, but not to the extent that I did 
wfyist at Hackney Trade Union Support 
Unit, where the work and political 
activities were one and the same. 

There has been quite a lot gohg on 
locally, with the M11 protests, and the 
National Front putting up candidates h 
tocal councilseats h Newham. 
Mhough they were beaten , the size of 
ther vote should not led to any 
complacency. 

Anyway, Dave, enough of me for now. 
Keep well 

Yours fratemally, 

JOHN LAING.EX- SOGAT & WAPPING 
STRIKER,FORMER CONVENOR OF 
SOLIDARriY NETWORK 

Wells Relief Road 
Campaign 

Somerset County Council wants to 
build a £14X100,000 road, which would 
pass through two schools' playing 
fields; pass withh 100 yards of a 
primary school & two ptay groups, 
hcrease 5-fold the number of heavy 
torries passhg through Wells; hcrease 
light, air & noise pollution and increase 
the risk of road traffic accidents. 

The Council have not carried out an 
Envronmental Impact Assessment nor 
a Watercourse Survey, and have 
ignored a recent poll among Wells 
people, where 55% voted agahst the 
section across the school ptaying fields. 

Cannpaigners are callhg, hstead, for a 
viable traffic management scheme, 
hcludhg: improved proviston of cycle 
paths 8. tanes, Park &. Ride schemes 
using electric buses; improved 
pedesfrtan facilities; staggered goods 
delivery times & re-hstatement of 
railway Ihks. For details of how you can 
helpthe Campaign contact: 

West Side Books, Sadler St, 

Wells BA5 2SE 
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FIGHT THE 
JSA 

Job Seekers' Allowance 
advisers will be able to use their 
new powers to direct job 
seekers to improve their 
‘employability' through, for 
example, attending a course to 
improve job-seekhg skills or 
motivatbn, or taking steps to 
present themselves acceptably 
to emptoyers. What constitutes 
an 'acceptable appearance' is 
not outlined, but there are fears 
that this may be used to 
discriminate against minority 
groups. 

Benefrt sanctions for breakhg 
'labour market conditions' will 
be extended to 'people who 
do not complete and sign a 
Job Seekers' Agreement'. If a 
person does not attend one of 
the govemment's wonderful 
courses, such as Jobplan 
workshops or Restart, that 
person would automatically 
tose their entire entitlement to 
JSA for 2 weeks, without any 
right to claim a hardship 
payment. At present people 
receive reduced rate of 
Income Support - either 20% or 
40% less, dependhg on 
circumstances. Thus, 
unemployed people will face 
more control and direction by a 
totally uncarhg and 
unsympathetic govemment. 

JSA is driven by a combinatton 
of Treasury pressure to save 
money, the 'new right' ‘s 
hostility to public expenditure, 
the welfare state, and their 
hterest h workfare. 


Workfare is an American idea 
that people should work for 
benefrts: the perfect answer h 
developing a legitimate wage- 
stave tabour market at the 
bottom end of the soctal 
spectrum: that is people who 
are unskilled, not highfy 
educated, women,ethnic 
minorities etc. 

Coupled with JSA is the 
Incapacity Benefit which 
reptaced Invalidity Benefit h 
April 1995. This was inrtroduced 
to take over 200,000 people off 
Invalidity Benefit, because of 
the growth of sick people h the 


Jobs 

NOT J. S. A ! 

JOIN THE SOM ERSET CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
THE JOB SEEKFRS ALLOWANnF 

* Are you being forced into a job or training 

that you don’t want? 

* Are you currently being threatened with loss 

of benefit? 

* Are you willing to help us campaign against 

JSA? . 

IF SO, CONTACT: 

MALCOLM ALLEN - Glastonbury Unemployment Action ( Tel. 01458 
833641) 

GLEN BURROWS - Bridgwater Trades Council ( Tel. 01278 450562 ) 

JOHN GRANA Yeovil Trades Council ( Tel. 01935 79829 ) 

MIKE LANGTON - SomerSet Community Defence Campaifin (Tel 01823 
278811) 

or write to 

Somerset Community Defence Campaign. 4 Gordon Terrace. Biidgwater 


tast 10 years, encouraged by the Tories to 
get people off the unemployment register, 
to maketheir figures look good. With over 
200,00 people removed from Invalidity 
Benefit, that savhg would be put aside for 
more tax cuts, as an hcentive towards 
whnhg votes h the next General Electton. 

The JSA cuts Unemployment Benefit 
from 1 yearto 6 months. It threatens to 
take away from thousands of sick and 
disabled people the right to any benefit at 
all. it is a major step towards Workfare. 

Will JSA help unemployed people to get 
jobs? Research by the hdependent Policy 
Studies Institute shows that JSA will not 
necessarity improve claimants' job 
prospects. Unemptoyed ctaimants are 
restricted in their search for meaningful 
work, which depends on the proportton of 
vacancies to job seekers. On average, 
unemptoyed ctaimants receive less than 
one job offer a year, and the rate is even 
tower for long-term unemptoyed people. 

The Tory Govemment is tryhg to attract 
foreign hvestment hto hdustry and 
business, by showing companies that the 
price of tabour h the UK is negligble 
compared with other European states. 
Hence their resistance towards the 
European Soctal Chapter ond a mhimum 
wage structure. 


Poverty exists for milltons of people from all 
walks of life in Britain. People camot & will 
not accept Government policy that denies 
citizens the right to live a reasonably 
comfortable life, without behg further 
punished for being poor, badly educcrted, 
disabled, infirm. Less fortunate members of 
society should not and will not be altowed 
to become slaves h a capitalist free 
market culture. 

MALCOLM ALLEN, GLASTONBURY 
NATIONAL EMPLOYMENT ACTION 


SOMERSET SOCIALIST INITIATIVE 

At its August meetng h Bridgwater, the 
Somerset Communìty Defence 
Campaign agreed to the foltowhg 
course of actton: 

Jo esfabltsh dutìng Autumn 1995 a 
Somerset Sociafist Discussion Group& 
to educate, agitate and organàe for 
socialàt prrtciples across the 
Somerset area. Thà wtHrun a/ongstde 
the Somerset Community Defence 
Campaign, w/th a socialàt dàcussion 
meeting one month hetd 'n a 
different town each time, foHowed 
by a SCDC meelrtg the next month 
h Bridgwater. 

We have speakers available on many 
different subjects. If you would like to 
hold a meethg h your town or viltage, 
please contact 01278450562 








LAWRENCE DALY & THE FIFE 
SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
A comment on Dave Chapple’s article 


Dave Chapple's article inthe last 
Clarion gives serious crttention to a local 
initiative which had some national 
irrpact. He is absolutely right h fhding 
drhk and 'sell ouf inadequate 
explanotions for Daly's failure. Our 
political failures are more likely to 
produce personal tragedies than the 
other way round. Nor is the fact that 
Daly's project took place away from a 
metropolis a reason for ignorhg (t. 
'Fareweel tae Bonny Scotland: l'm 
awae tae Fife' is not an accurate 
descrption of Fifer sentiment. 

I saw Irttle more of Daly than Dave 
did, so I found the part about hts allies 
the most hteresting part of the article. 
After all, Daly saw his struggle as part of 
a wider arena than the old kingdom of 
Fife. 

Daly was very unusual in being a 
working class person associated with 
'The Reasoner" (lcrter the ’New 
Reasoner’) which was overwhelmingiy 
a pumal of htellectuals horrified at 
Kruschev's revetations.. The Communist 
Party had been much more successful 
than any group before or since in 
holdhg workers and imtellectuals h the 
same group. Daly was important to the 
'New Reasoner* as they hoped to 
create a new version of that alliance. 
Their biggest success on those Ihes was 
CND Mark I. However, as Dave 
observes, once the Communist Party 
Ihe changed and it swung behind 
CND, it was able to re-form its old act. 
Those like EP Thompson who were 
unwillhg to rejoh it were left h the 
position of Wise without Morecambe, or 
Taafe without Grant. By the 1970's 
members of the, by then, Euro 
Communist CP could complah that 
although their politics and Thompson's 
were the same he stood apart: surely a 
faircomment. 

Havhg seen more of Thompson and 
his tendency than I did of Daly, I wish 
that soctalists would resistthe 
temptation to create plaster sahts out 
of dead heroes. Many of the obituaries 
of Thompson h the left press were as 
sick-makhg as those of John Smith 
elsewhere. Thompson was a great 
histortan and a lousy politician. He 
carried the Communist Party's policy of 
a broad front wtth capitalist forces to 
ridiculous extremes. At meetings he did 
not always wart to be criticised by the 
left to taunch hto sectarian attacks on 


the notion of ctass politics or 
hdependent working ctass action. At 
a meethg h Bristol h the mid-1970's 
he went on about the tradttion of the 
British Commonwealth, to the 
bewilderment of young people. 

I think Dave could have given 
more space to how much the world 
changed between 1957 and the mid- 
1960's. Those who thought of 
themselves as the New Left h 1968 
had little h common with Thompson 
and the ‘New Reasoner 1 tradition. 
Support forthe Vietnam struggle was 
unacceptable to many who had 
backed CND. The militant shop 
stewards' movement of that time was 
rather different from the traditional 
alltance of tabour leader and 
htellectual espoused by both the 
Communist Party and the New 
Reasoner. The Communist Party, 
which had shrugged off the first New 
Left was unable to cope with the new 
times, although it took twenty years to 
die. 

I agree that Daly's geographical 
isolation was a big factor in his 
defeat. Could that be remedied by 
havhg dozens of similar hittìtives? The 
North Somerset Republic comhg to 
the aid of the Khgdom of Fife? I 
doubt it: there is a great temptation 
for local movements with a potenfttal 
electorate to avoid awkward 
questions. In Scotland hthe 1950's 
that would meon keephg quiet 
about religious bigotry. In Somerset 
now, I suspect that those of us who 
see vegetartanrsm as a plot to 
persuade the workers to eat grass 
would be corrsidered politically 
hcorrect. Dave's mention of the tack 
of contact with the independent 
Btack organisations which exfeted at 
the time is relevant here. A local 
movement based h an area with 
almost no Black people could hardly 
be expected to maketheir problems 
a central concem. Even if the FSL had 
survived, could its members ever have 
understood how such independent 
organisations were drowned by the 
State and municipally funded bodies 
a few years tater? Participation in an 
htemational movement would help us 
fight such narrowness. 

JOHN SULLIVAN 
Bristol Marxist Forum 


WE NEED A LABOUR 
GOVERNMENT 

Socialists should not allow their 
opposition to the current 
leadership and its right-wing 
policies to cloud their judgement 
about the need to support the 
election of a Labour 
Govemment. 

The election of a Labour 
Govemment will hcrease the 
confidence of the working ctass and 
its aganisations. People will feelthat 
changes which can benefit the 
working ctass are possible. 

there will be many opportunities 
for s<$oialrsts to influence a Labour 
Govemment. The unions will still hold 
half of the votes crt the Labour Party 
Conference and there are still 
soctalfets h the Labour Party. New 
Labour is not yet entrely made up 
of Bjairites. Soctalists should jointhe 
Labour Party, or, if already 
members, stick with it. 

Labour, even New Labour, is the 
only hope people have of better 
heaith care and welfare, a farer 
education system and the creation 
of jobs. A Labour, even a New 
Labour ,Govemment is a sight better 
than the altemative. 

So, the message for Soctalists is to 
support the Labour Party and 
campaign for Soctalism hside the 
Party as well as on the streets. The 
Tories will conthue to sell our tabour 
onthecheap. 

BOB CRAIG, 

WESTON LABOUR PARTY 


I am writhg to say how disgusted I 
am at this pemy-pinching 
govemment. I am a pensioner and 
not bng widowed. I'm on Income 
Support & now l'm told by my 
dentfet he can no longer.treat me 
on the NHS as the blasted 
govemment have cut their pay. I've 
been treated by the same dentist 
for nearly 10 years. I have phoned 
all the dentists in Taunton & they are 
all gohg private. So, what happens 
when you are not able to pay? I 
won't be able to hove my teeth 
seen to any more, as when I get my 
pittance of a pension, it's spoken for 
before I get it. 

MRS JEAN DAVIES 
A VERY ANGRY WIDOW & 
PENSIONER, TAUNTON 


\x 





